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APPEARANCE I» AGAINST HER. 



What shall we do?'* said a rich 
banker^ a very busy and a^alotis poHtkian 

in the city of tV > to a gentleman of 

cootstderable importance who tired in the 
neighbourhood ; ^^ I^liament is dtt- 
solved, the writ is expected down every 
day, and we have not yet found a c;uidi-> 
date to oppose- to our unpopular meov- 
ber ; therefore he will be returned agaitt, 
merely for want of some one to set i^ 
against him.^* 

•* Why not stand yourself?" replied 
iSir James. 

** Why do you not follow the advice 
you give?'' 

VOL. II. B "I would, 

M5WQ06 
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" I would, if^ my health would allow 
of it. But let us not waste these precious 
moments ; let us endeavour to find some 
one likely to suit our purpose. Ha ! for- 
tunate indeed ! I see a very proper per- 
son yonder.*' 

** Whom do you mean. Sir James? 
that young officer?" 
« Yes— Colonel Vane." 
*^ Is that the Colonel Vane who distin- 
guished himself on the continent so much 
by his personal bravery when quite a 
youth I and who made himself adored the 
other day, even by the rioters against 
whom he was called to act, by the mercy 
with which he tempered justice ?" 

" The very same. — He is come hither 
on a visit to Captain Clinton^ who is re* 
cruiting here; and as he is a. man of in- 
dependent fortune, and is moreover a 
well-known and popular character, I 
. . think. 



APPEARANCE IS AGAINST HER. S 

think, if he would come forward^ he might 
have a chance of succeeding." 

" Then, as you know him. Sir James^ 
suppose you ask Iiun to offer himself?" 

" With all my heart/* he replied j and 
accordingly they went in pursuit of Colo- 
nel Vane. 

" Is it possible, gentlemen,'* said Colo- 
nel Vane, when their wishes were made 
known to him, '^ that you can be serious 
in this aj^lication ?*' 

** Quite serious, sir," replied Mr. Lin- 
wood. "The truth is, we are in great want 
of a proper person to oppose to one of our 
present^members whom we earnestly wish 
to turn out." 

** And you think me a proper person ?" 

^* Ceitainiy,--^ gallant officer, a welk 
known and popular character, and a mda 
of iidependent fortune." 
^ '^ Mr. Alton, our present member, does 
the business of our city very ill, and — ** i 
B 2 " Excuse 
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*' Excuse my interrupting you, sir, — 
but surely it would be better to have the 
business of your city done ///, than not 
done at all ; and a man in my profession is 
liable to be sent abroad, and to be unable 
to do any of his parliamentary business/* 

" Very just,** returned Mr. Linwood, 
" but we want to get Mr. Alton out at all 
eveius; bis political principles are ob^ 
nocrious to us, and: " 

" So then, sir, it is not his neglect oif 
business, but his politics that hare made 
you his enemy: you have quitted your 
Driginal ground, sir,— ^and pray, what do 
you know of my politics ? I can assure 
you that not even the certaintyof displea^ 
ing my consdtta^nts for ever would induce 
me to give a vote, or utter a sentim6nt^ 
contrary to my conscience/' 

** No doubt, sir, no doubt,--ra peia^ 
fleetly honest man, I dare say, and we ask 
nothing, more/' 

'' But 
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" But it seetne, sir, that your present 
member Mr. Akon k equally hcmeit, as 
he has ventured to put forth and act oa 
opinions hostile to yours." 

Mr. Linwood, who, like most viot^t 
poCcicians, was as much actuated by bis 
personal dislikes as bk po&tical princi- 
ples in his exertions on such occasions^ 
was not quite ready with an answer to> 
this observation from the Colonel, whear 
two shopkeepers, near whose doors they^ 
were standing, came out, and, addresising 
Mr. Linwood, begg^ to know if an 4Jy- 
poskion was expected. 

*' Certainly, certanly,**' replied Mr.: 
Linwood, " there will be an opposition^ 
and we hope to prevail on tbb gentleman 
to stand. But don^t let us stay here,-***- 
Let us just walk into Mr. Dodd*s shop, as 
X see some voterj ^ting in it ;** and Colo* 
nel Vane had the complaisance to follow 
bup« Mr.. Linwood immediately began a. 

long^ 
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loog panegyric on the virtues of Colonel 
Vane, in which he was seconded by Sir 
James; and when he had ended, he begged 
the Colonel would say a few words lor 
himielf. 

" You have said so many," replied he^^ 
"andof such a nature^ that my modesty 
is so overcome, I am of necessity silent ;- 
but I siTppo^ you wish to have a speci- 
men of my canvassing powers: tbei^; 
fore I shall say. Gentlemen, if I stand cann, 
didate for this ancient and honpurable 
ck^, I hope you will give me your votes/* 

The persons to whom be spoke one arid. 
all assured him that their votes were al- 
ready prombed to the old membeiTS in 
case of an opposition ; and Colonel Vana 
bowed, and was retiring : but Mr. Lin^ 
wood, catching his arm to detain hiin^, 
began to expostulate, and was requesting 
them to " think better of it,** when Colo- 
nel Vane rather indignantly exc]aim«?d^ 

" Sir, 



APFfi ARANCE IS AGAINST HER. 7 * 

** Sir, did not you hear the genthmea 
siy that they hsd promised their votes al- 
ready?** 

■ ^* Yes, sir, yes ; but promises and pie* 
crust, as the saying is, are made to be 
lm>ken, you know ; and I dare say your 
eloquence would prevail on them to break 
theirs. — Do try/* 

•* Never, sir, never. 'What! make a 
proposal to others which I should resent 
2^ a personal insult if made to my^lf ?'' 

Mr. Linwood looked angry and discon* 
certed, — and Sir James saying, " I see you 
are untractable, and will make a wretched 
catovasscr,**" quitted the spot; while one 
of the voters addressed Colonel Vane 
*with ** God bless you, sir, — I see you are 
quite a gentleman, and I am sorry I xan- 
not vote for you.'* 

" Colonel Vane replied by a very grace- 
ful bow, and followed Sir James, accom- 
panied by Mr. Linwood. 

** I hope. 
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** I hope, sir, you are now ccmvinced 
that I am mora likely to mar than further 
your wfshes? " said Colonel Vane smiling ; 
on which Mr. Linwoed, coWly saying he 
must certainly seek a candidate elsewhere^ 
bowed and took bis leave, no longer pre* 
judiced in favour of this " popular and 
well-known character/' 

But different >^as the effect which the 
dialogue, such as it was, had had on a 
very attentive though iniseen liptenerA 
The mistress of tte house into which the 
Colonel and his conapanions had entered, 
lud been ladys maid to a young and-: 
beautiful orphan heiress, who resided near . 
the town ; and thb lady having called to . 
inquire concerning the sick child of her - 
quondam servant, had seated herself in, 
the parlour behind the shop,and was kindly 
endeavouring, in the temporary absence 
of the mother, to get the infant to sleep 
on her lap, when the gentlemen entered 

and 



and began {tiAr canvass. The door was 
open, and ^^ wafi placed behind it; hat 
^ugh unsedi herself, ^ bad a lull view 
of Cobfjei Vane, who was well known to 
ker by reputation ; and she not only heard 
his name announced, bat every word that 
he uttered ,^--WQrds which denized new 
power from an expression of countenance 
finer in her eyes than any that she had yet 
beheld i " And this is the man,*' thought 
Miss Mordaunt, ** whom I have so long 
wished to see! this the gaibnt soldier, 
the humane commaaider, the pious son, 
the generous brother, so often the theme 
of praise amongst those whose praise b 
hcHiour ! ** and she sat lost in teverie, after 
(she object of it had vanished from her 
sight y when the mistress of the house en- 
tered the room, roused her to recoHec- 
lion, and, taking, from her her sleeping 
charge, left her at liberty to depart. Shje 
was taking her leave, when she saw Colo* 
b5 nel 
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tie! Vane and Sir James slowly walk past 
tte door, which was on the fashionable 
parade for gentlemen, and she knew that, 
if they returned again, she must meet 
them on her way to a house wnere she 
iiad left the lady who lived with her as a 
companion. Immediately a feeling of 
flutter and bashfulness came over the 
tisually unembarrassed Ella; and doubting 
the propriety of being seen alone on a 
sort of public walk, though it could be 
only for a moment, she almost resolv^ 
to watch her opportunity, and steal oui 
when the Colonel and Sir James were 
gone by. But other feelings prevented 
this; and pylling her veil in full folds 
about her face, she sallied forth, casting 
a timid look of inquiry round • 

The gentlemen in question were at a 
little distance fiora her, but stoppfaig to 
Speyik to Mr. Linv^cood, who J>ad again 
joiiied them j and as Ella drew n^ar, &he 

saw 



«aw that Colonel Vane, was earnestly 
looking at her, and could not doubt but 
that the whisper he. w^ addressing tp 
Sir James Morritt was an inquiry who 
she was. In an instant her usual bippm 
was several shades deeper than, before^ 
hermotbn becatixeembacrassed, and she 
joiade a passing curtsy to the Baronetr 
without that easy grace which usually 
distinguished her. 

^ It was . unfortunate for Ella that Siu 
James and Mr. Linwood were at that 
moment the companions of Colonel Vane; 
as Mr. Linwood disliked her because 
she had always repressed, the advance of 
{lis pert and forward sons, and Sir James 
was one of her rejected admir^ers^ fit wa« 
not likely therefgre tliat Colonel Vanci 
would hear her named with much praise; 
and: such we^e the thoughtless gai^y and 
indiscretion of our orphan,, that nxucll 
.might be said against her; by those. whos« 

comments 
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tfammeni& are not apt to be softened by 
indigence and candour* 

Elk was ligbt. Colonel Vane did 
whisper to the Baronet, " Who is that 
very fine youog woman?'' just as siie 
passed and curtsied to hsm. 

** You know, don't you, Baronctf 
said the £stfniUar Mr. Linwood^ winkiof; 
l|is eye at the Colonel, ** nobody better/* 

" Certainly, sir," replied Sfr Jamesy 
not pteaeed at the hint, *^ it is Miss Mor-: 
daiunt of Bower Wood.'' 

^^Tbat! is that Miss Mordaunt? I 
have heard much of her,'' observe tbr 
Colonel eagerly. 

*' And if you have heard the truth, 
you have not heard mudi good of her,"^ 
said Mr. Linwood. 

*^ What do you mean, sir?" asked 
Colonel Vane. ^^ It is impossible that 
MiSS Mordaunt's reputation can be x>diei*« 
wise than unblemished*"" t 

"No: 



>^ No : to be sure^** said Sr Jam^ 
^^ all that dn be €aid aj^Jnst her is, libu 
abe is tbe greatest coqtrelte ia Ciyristea^ 
domr 

^^And is that re^y tbe case? *' demanded 
Colonel Vane wkii ian air of niortifiGation. 

"To be surt it is," replied Mr. Lin- 
wood, ^ as that good gentleman and a 
hundred others can testify. I do rerHf 
believe that she would be delighfed 
to hear that her channs had driven two 
nyal lovers to slugs in a saw^pit, ^ and 
who jcan say to ^hat harm coquetry may. 
not lead ! Now this I call hearing na 
good of a woman, if you heSird the 
trptfa." 

^* I am very mnch of your opinion on* 
this subject, sir," replied tbe Colonel. 

*< Besides/ she is a terrible dasher^ 
and draws caricatures, and writes satirical 
veisses; and not contented with display*- 
ifig her fine perscm at an assembly in a 

country 
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country dance> she can't be contented 
without showing off in a reel of three. To 
be sure ^e is a beautiful creature, both 
face and figure ; as to her bloom, that-^^ 
you understand me. Heh! Colonel/* 

** Has she recourse to art already ?** 
replied Colonel Vane. *'In bow different 
a light has she been represented to me T* 
At this moment the object of these cen^ 
sures again appeared in sight, and, being 
now leaning on the arm of a companion^ 
had lost much of the conscious awkward* 
ness she had before exhibited, and walk- 
ed with her usual dignity and ease. 

*' It is a very fine day, ladies," saiqfe 
Sir James, bowing coldly. — " Unusuallys 
so for the time of year,'* replied Ella, 
blushing deeply, as she observed the 
earnest look of inquiry wirti which Co^ 
lonel Vane beheld her. The eye averted^ 
with feminine modesty, the cheek su^ 
fused with suddea crioason, ai\d the tone 

of 
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of voice sweet as Mfre shepherd's pipe 
upon the mountains,' bad their full ef* 
feet upon Colonel Vane, and almost led 
him to doubt the truth of what his com- 
panions had asserted. At this moment 
the wind blew off Ella's veil, and her 
Tfhole face was disclosed to him in all 
its glowmg beauty. 

" There is something most uncom'# 
monly charming in her appearance/? 
said Colonel Vane when Sh: James re* 
joined him. i - 

*^ There is indeed/^ said Sir James: 
^' so take care of your heart. Vane, and 
be warned by my fate ; for / was charm- 
ed ^ like many others; and presuming on 
d^ch encouragemient as no man could 
roistafce, I offered, and was rejected; 
though every one told me, it was plain 
that she had refused other men on my 
account." 

^' *^ I will bear witness,*' cried Mr. Lin- 
' : wood. 
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wood, "td her piymg yoa. Sir James,. 
8Qch attention as a nian could hot look o^ 
ktdeed.'' 

** I>readfiilP^ exclaimed the Coioneir 
•* so your^, 'so beautMirf, and so oaprfaw 
cipledl** 

*' Yet/' observed Sir JEaittes,* "^ I wili 
bet a wager, that when you know heTy* 
such are her powers ©f fascination, you 
will be her captive yourself, and learn ta 
consider us as vtte caimnniators.'^ 

** Impossible, sir ! ** gravely returned 
the Colonel, " for I will not know Miss 
Mordaunt j I will not enpose myself to^ 
the danger and the misery of having myf 
senses charmecT by a womait whom my^ 
moral feelings and my judgement mustr 
ijeject with contempt and aversion/*' So* 
saying, he wished them good morning! 
and left them. 

" rd bet a good round sum tjhat'sht^ 
catches hito for.'all thftfe'- sdd.Mr.rLin^ 

wood,, 
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wpod, **aod I VOW I shouldi lUce ta $e^ 
it* Yqur friend is ;» -$ad. preaching fellow, 
Sir James, with his conscience, and his 
naoral feelings. Bat, good bye — I have 
heard, I hope, of a candidate ; and I must, 
. nail him if I can : and do you go and tdlj 
our frirads th^l I have some one in my 
eye/' On which they separated, while the^ 
Colonel and Ella proceeded to their re-, 
sp^tive homes; each, though with very 
difl5prent feelings, dwelling on the image 
aod ibie qualities of the oihen ; 

(2olofi?l Vane at a very early age had . 
been adopted by his uncle. General,^ 
Vane.; and as his parents had a daughter; 
only one yej^r younger tb^n th^ir son, 
they were soon reconciled to a separatioti, 
which was so likely to be conducive to . 
the welfare of .their child ; for they had ; 
no fortune themselves, and that of the 
geflerul was considerable. By Mys-Vape,: 
indeed, th^ loss of her soa's society was, 

much 
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much less felt than by his father ; for she 
adored her husband, and loved him ^xth ' 
such an exclusive and devoted affection, - 
that provided he was with her, every wish 
of her heart was gratified, and almost every 
other object in life vanished from her^ 
consideratbn. She loved him as the 
truly piotis wish to love their Creator ; 
but, not so enviable as the latter, the ob* 
ject of her devotion was a niortal and 
perishable being, and the result of her 
affection was not the hope of future 
good, but the certainty of present misery. 
When Edmond Vane was fifteen, his 
father, who was on a visit to General 
Vane then in decaying health, was 
drowned in saving the life of his son, who 
bad been upset in the middle of a wide 
and rapid river with bags of shot in his 
pockets, which weighed him down as sooa 
as he endeavoured to swim. The un* 
happy parent upheld his son till his safety 

was 
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w^ secured by a rope thrown to him by 
a spectator on the shore : but, exhausted 
by his efforts, hg sunk himself, never to 
rise again, before be could receive similar 
aid. The grief of Edmond Vane, though, 
as violent and as Iast:ng as his father^s^ 
death and the mode of it could render 
it, was slight in comparison of the deep: 
despair of the unhappy widow : while in* 
the paroxysm of h^r agonies, she could- 
scarcely be prevented from vowing never, 
to behold the child who had been, though 
innocently, the cause of his father's deatbt 
Nor were these feelings combated by the, 
usual power of parental affection ; because, 
as. her son had never lived with her, her 
maternal tenderness towards him had ne« 
ver been properly called forth ; he had 
therefore purchased liis expected and soon; 
inherited fortune by the loss of something 
as he himself thought more valuable — ► 
namely, a mother's love. Gejaeral Vane 

did 
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did Hot long survive his brother, and he' 
left a- very handsome property to Edmond 
Vane, desiring in his wiU that he should 
take possession of it at eighteen, provided 
that he immediately entered the army, and 
followed the profesv-ion of a soldier/ 
' l"he first act of Edmond Vane's majo* 
rijty was to divide his income with his. 
mother, whose circumstances were exces* 
sively narrow, and to settle an indepen- 
dent fortime on his sfcter. But even this*, 
act of filial piety could not soften hk mo- 
ther's heart in his favour sufficiently to 
ifiduce her to see him. ** I honour, I ad- 
mire, I bless, and I pray for hira,^/ she 
said^ f but 1 cannot see, I caniiot li\^e with 
him.*' He however saw his sister occa-; 
sionally, and not long after he followed her 
to her grave, cut off in the bloom of seven- 
-teen by a sudden affection of the lungs. His 
mother bore this new calamity far better, 
than he did. Absorbed slill in one over*. 

whelming 
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whelming grief, her heart was not alive to 
a second, — nor yet could the loss of her 
daughter reconcile her to the idea of see- 
ing her son. About this time one of her 
own relations died, and left her a large 
personal property ; and perhaps she was 
gratified with . being no longer forced to 
owe pecuniary obligations to that child 
whose filial love she could not adequately 
return. She was howev^ at last pre- 
i?ailed upon to see him; and before he 
went abroad to fight the battles of his 
country he had the satis&ction of obr 
^uniQg his mother's blessing, ^d being 
clasped, however unwillingly, in her ma- 
ternal emhracei 

When Colonel Vane returned ftom 
abroad, he was permitted to see her again ) 
but his presence continued to remind het 
so forcibly of the mfefortone which h^ 
had been the innocent means of bringing 
upon her, that he felt conscious she rather 

endured 
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endured than liked his society ; and there- 
fore filial piety made him at length forgo 
the indulgence which filial aflfection co- 
veted. This diisappointment to his feel- 
ings, and another of a more painful na- 
ture, had given a pernicious shade to hie 
character ; and, by injurmg his own capa- 
bility of permanent happiiless, had weak- 
ened if not destroyed his power to form 
the happiness "of another. When bis 
uncle, his father, and his sister died, and 
his mother refused to admit him to her 
presence, Edmond Vane found himself in 
the most painful of all situations to an af* 
fectionate heart : for he had no object to 
love, no one to live for, — ^and he phied 
in the bloom of eidstehce for some one 
to whom he could turn with the yearnings 
of interest and tenderness. At this mo* 
ment, and while his mind became sad- 
dened and distrustful from the conscious*- 
jiess that, less fortunate than his fdlowi 

creatures. 
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creatures, maternal tenderness to him, 
and. him alone, was a name, he was throM-n 
by accident into the society of a very art- 
ful and beautiful woman several years 
older than himself. To this well prac- 
tised coquette he became immediately an 
object for her power to be exercised upon, 
and she began to spread her toils with 
as much eagerness, though less ability 
than usufil; for it required little art to 
fascinate an inexperienced youth, to ^vhom 
thei accents of affectionate regard from the 
soft voice of woman were irresistible^ be-* 
pause hitherto unexperienced ; and while 
her beauty dazzled his senses, and her 
^tendons flattered his vanity, the almost 
caressing familiarity of her manner grati-? 
fied bis feelings, and excited his grateful 
affection. He fancied, and he called his 
feelings love: — ^ut he was mistaken. — • 
The lady herself fancie<J them so too.-— 
However, having gained the prize, and 

heard 
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heard the decbradon of his fondness, she 
•rejected it as not worth keeping, as her 
^ambition look^ to a much higher con- 
nection ; and while the unhappy Edmond 
was enduring ail the agonies of disap- 
pointed passion, she accepted^ the hand 
<^ an old and decrepid nobleman, and the 
4inprincipled coquette ns^urally enough 
became the adulterous wife. 

It was unlikely that a trial of this na^ 
ture, and the contemplation of a character 
^uch as Lady L/s, should tend to retard 
the influence of that jealousy, suspcion, 
or distrust, which were beginning to steal 
<5ver the wbuftded mind of Edmond Vane, 
sind to poison his enjoyment of female so* 
ciety by weakening his confidence in wo- 
man. But though he closed his heart 
rigidly against the attractions of the sex, 
he longed earnestly, at the same time, to 
surrender that heart whenever his caution 
iJid his Judgement should sanctbn the 

wishes 
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ijrfshes of his affections. Meanwhile, too 
well -principled to seduce an innocent 
woman, too moral and too refined to as- 
sociate with a depraved onei he remained 
a single and unattached individual^ vainly 
endeavouring to f^id out a woman whose 
manners should be such as to satisfy his 
almost diseased nicety of feeling. Such 
was the state of his mind when he first 

came to W , and saw Ella Mordaunt, 

of whom he had heard so exalted a cha* 
racter, that he almost believed she would 
prove the being whom he had so long 
sought, till he reflected that he bad heard 
her praises chiefly from a woman whose 
miners, were she his wife^ would make 
him frantic with jealousy, and from a man 
who was going to marry this woman with 
all the joyful certamty of confiding aflec- 
tioiw 

** No, IK),** said Edmohd Vane to him- 
self^ ^ Clinton's opinion of women and 

"VOL. u. c mine 
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nttne are too opposite^ for me to trust to 
Hm is^icitly */' and bo sooner was be 
;amved on a visit to thb very CUaton, 
tlum the charaeter given of £tla by Sir 
James and Mr. Linwood sufficiently proved 
tjbat bis distrust was well founded. 

Elhi Mofdaont was indeed of all wo- 
men the worst calculated^ ia the then . 
existing style of her manners, to be the 
chosen mistress and the wife of a jealous • 
and suspicious man« She had lost her 
parents at an early age; but their loss had 
beea well supplied to her by the watchful 
care and judicious tenderness of aa aqnt^ 
WI1O5 having met with a disappointment 
in love, had resolved iKver to marry, and 
had devoted herself to the education of her 
^ouag and interesting charge. Humble ' 
herself from piety, and benevolent from : 
nature^ the instructress of Ella MordauM* 
laboured so incessantly to make her pui^I 
a stranger to the pride and self-importance 

commonly 
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commcmly instilled into hdresseSj tbat 
she impelled her iilta a contrary extiremt; 
and the heiress of Bower Wood, fin^tem^ 
pered and benevolent as her preceptrestf 
herself, became only too affable and t(» 
easy of access ; and h^r wish ta please, 
and make all persons satisfied with them-* 
selves, was so general and so active, that 
her manner was too indiscriminatingly 
kind to gratify the pride of the consciously 
deserving, and resembled nK>re that self^ 
interested and aniversal civility retjulsite 
in the candidate ^t an election, than the 
unenforced urbanity of an independent 
getitfewomaa. It was this maimer, whose 
fasdnatioils were exercised upon and 
equally felt by parsons of ^ radks and 
a^y which, as Ella grew up and was. 
ii<m3duced into the world, not only 
g^Aied ber tbe repotatbn of a deternined 
coquette, but, as die Mt the universal 
iidisence which it gave, excited in b^ 
c 2 that 



28 AfF&ARANCS IS AGAINST H£R. 

that rery spirit of coquetry of which she 
vas at first inqocem,— while her alarmed 
and astoixished inonitress could almost 
bave exclain^ed with Albmi in Count Ba- 
sil: 

* ' " * Every Uessmg whh thee go, 



My most t^mfnting and mpst pleasing charge ! 
Like vapour from the mountain stream art thou. 
Which lightly rises on the morning air, 
And shifts its fleeting form with every breeze. 
For -ever varying, and for ever graceftJ, : " 
Endearing, generous, bountiful, and kind ^; , ; 
Vain, fianciful, and fond of worthless praise i , 

Courteous and gentle '* 

*' But such a witching mien thy follies show. 
They make a very idiot of reproof. 
And smile it to disgrace. What shall I -do'witfa 
thee?" 

But the solicitudes and the prides of af- 
fection were destined soon to close for 
this most excellent woman. Early xlecarjrv 
the consequence of early and conceited 
uneasiness, surely though slowly omder* 
mined her existence ; and EUaonce vaasts^ 

and 
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and riiore consciously than b^ifore, an or- 
phan, was doomed to* follow her only dear 
relation, her more than motb«r, to an 
untimely grave. The place in her fiatnily 
was indeed soon filled up by another re* 
lation ; but not so the place in her heart, 
— tfiat place which positive qualities of a 
most distinguished nature had given her 
lost relative a right to possess exclusively. 
Her successor had na positive qualities. 
She was not ill-natured, not Ainpleasant, 
not uncuhivated, — and if not an agreeable, 
no one could say she was not a respectable 
superincendant of the family, and chape* 
lone to the mistress of Bower Wood. 

The day after Ella Mordaunt had seen 
Colonel Vane there was to be a public 

assembly at W ; and little knowing 

the true character of the man whom she 
•was eager to know and anxious to please, 
she began the business of her toilette with 
much more interest than usual, because 
.> • sh^ 
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die iioped to ^me before that bwkg^^ 
whose approbation would^ she knew^ ei&- 
aU her in her own opinion. Hitherto she 
had only felt a vague wish to clumai^e*- 
nefal^y^ but never particularly 9~iior had 
ahe ever given Sir James, or any one^ 
such encouragemeiu as iwarraoted tli^r 
accusing her q( dishonourable conduct. 
But he, like others, had been the dupe of 
his own vanity ; and pique bad led him, 
while speaking of her, to exaggerate her 
advances and apparent approbation^ i^ 
order to heal some of the wounds. whkb 
his self-love bad reoei^^ed. , 

<^ I think Clinton will present Um 4p 
me/* said Ella to hersejf^ ^ and perhaps 
he will . ask me to daiKe,---and yet- I 
would rather he should not dance, even 
with me; I would rather be should sit 
out and talk. I should not like to see so 
respectable a man dance.*' 

Colonel Vane in the mean while was 

preparing 
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preparing for die baU» but withoiH leithor 
<tf the intentions whkh Ella imputed to 
him* He vas resohred not only not ta 
tboKc with her^ but. not eveA to be pre- 
wiited to her ; and while he riecaUed wich- 
adniin^n the beauty of her face dXid fi- 
^ttre» and the touching tcme of her voice^ 
he felt absolutely aogry with her for noC 
l>eiag in mind as admirable as she was Ia 
pcrscm. ^^ But does it signify to me/' said 
he to himeelf^ ^^ what her conduct or cha« 
tacter are? To me they must be a matter 
ef indifference ;" while this boast of indif«* 
ftrence was a proof of the contrary, and 
proved that CUnton's and bis Anna's fre- 
quent commendations of Ella had not been 
without effect. 

At length, the hour of going to the 
imll arrived, and Colonel Vane saw Ella, 
iiDOtrary to his expectations, modestly and 
simply attired, enter the room leaning on 
M^ relation's arm. Ella, though she did 

not. 



VDt fimvrtVf look ait Qdioml Yaoe^ par^ 
eayfid that;h^ w^ Ji€^ her, ^nd wAt<pa^ 
provcdeed at^eliog that she «ra& flimered: 
ut the con^oiHsness, ^' For what is bs 
tOi me ?'' said she intemally ; and raUyn^ 
^r «df^com«m[|d/dyie advanoed most gra* 
ciou$ly to: meet a gentleman of her ae« 
q\]»ainttoce> giving him botb her haiide wkii 
condescending courtesy^ and i^ceiving his 
bows and smiles with axumated pleasure.^ . 

*^ There,-' thought Colonel Vancv 
^^ she ,is coqitetting aheady : what maa 
would not be flattered and led on. by such 
encouragement ? No : I see Mr. Linwood 
was light, and Clinton is a blind and 
weak idolater/* 

Had he waited longer on that spot^ he 
•would have seen Ella receive as coi*dially 
her female friends, and even bestow as 
gracious smiles,, and as low a bow of tkit 
head oi* curtsy, on the fidlers who wf 5^ 
Known : to her j so much more was. het* 

kindness 



londnatt^the tiss^nk of jiiaaner, a^ of a 
hme^ok^t ^smbk to pteaose, than an in^en* 
tion to mbksad or knprop^Iy notice any 
oeie. Buti futl of disgust^ he walked away 
t0the otber>end 4>f the roeoH laitieniiDg. 
sheMd so much beaulyv b^aitse it would 
enable her ta do so mneh misebief. Ella, 
whose eyes watched^ his mi^ns though 
they, did not seem to do «o^ was conscious 
of his removal and his distance, and her 
anifnation^ c^ised^. Soon after she saw 
CIsQtoci go uf^'to his friend and whisper 
him ; and with ^ a beadng heart . she pre* 
ptred for an introduction. But in vain : 
she saw Clinton, apparently expostulate 
wiihColoael Vane, and at length turn* 
away abruptly, as if indignant. " If he 
should have refused to be presented to ^ 
«e ! " thought: Ella, " if he should not 
Mke my appearance!'' and almost with 
«wws in her eyes she a€cq)ted the offered 
hand . of a: young nobleman quartered in 
i*. c5 the.* 
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tie town, and joined the dance. But: 
Ae gloom which had overspread her 
brow began te disperse, when 6he saw 
Cblbnel Vane draw near the dancers as 
€o6n as ^e had reached the top of the 
^ and evidently with a tiew to observe 
her ; whtie her ccmaeiousiiesB that he was 
gaasing at her gave a degree of timidirf 
to her manner, which, though she knew 
it not, was more likely to please her festi- 
dious observer thain even the great excels 
lence which her dancing exhibhed.^ Co- 
lonel Vane almost unconsciously followed 
her with bis eyes, even to the end of the 
set, and could not help saying toi him- 
self, ** Is this the dashmg sbowmg-off 
dancer whom Mr. Linwood described ? I 
never saw a more modest per&rmi^ in 
my Hfe ; and her petticoats, instead of be- 
ing calculated for display, are only just 
short enough for eonventence I That brili^ 
liant colour is not, eamwi be natural,^-^ 

thai 
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^t 1 admit :-^but in r^q>ect to her mode 
•of dmciiig he is quite owtaken ;-^u4 
bpw beaudful she is! Why does she not 
trust to nature ?'' While these tboughiB 
^ere passii^; in his mind, they gave a 
comj^cemt^xpreseaoQ to hit countenaacse 
8S he looked at Elk, which she, as she 
timidly glgnced her eyes over it, could 
Slot' fail to. percave ; and regaining all her 
animation y and those animal spirits which 
so often Jed her to the very verge of im- 
ppropriety,. ^e began to talk, to laugh, 
to flirt, as usual ; and Colonel Vane, re- 
gaining all: his prejudices against her, once 
Uiore turned away angry and di^usted ; . 
tod she danced down the second dance ^ 
imheeded by him ; or, if noticed, ^he saifl^ 
no longer on his face the unconscbus . 
sa>ile of involuntary approbation. 

As soon as the set wsis ended, and Ella s 
had made her parting cunsy to her part* 
ner, she went in. search of her relation; , 

Mrs*. 
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Mra- Anne Mordauni, who was at card^ 
in an adjoiniag roomf and havrng boiv 
rowed her housewife, that lady, Uke all 
, ladies of the good times past, being pro- 
vided with pockets, and all the convenient 
paraphernalia of thimble, scissars, &c. she 
retired behind « large skreen, which was 
; placed between the card-tables and the 
door, in order to fasten the Ipops of her 
sandaiSf which bad come unsown in the 
dance. While thus employed, the door of 
the room opened, and she heard Captaia< 
Clinton exclaim, ** Stop, Vane, stopy — 
one word morei Do not be obstinate, — 
let me present you to Miss Mordaunt.*' 

" Never," replied Colonel Vane, *' ne-^ 
ver, — she is an arrant coquette, — and 
what I have $een confiims the chiu:acter 
I have heard of her." 

** This is all prejudice,** replied Clin- 
ton in a low voice, " and if yo» knew her^ 
. you wpuldt J^dore h^%" , , , 

*^The 
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^* The beauty I might ; but, belSsve 
me, my judgement woukl despise the 

** She has been calumniated/* 

** No :-^have I not eyes ? '* 

"^But they may be deceived if they 
k)ok through the^ medmm of prejudice. 
Comej do let me present you, and take 
her by the hand for two dances." 

** What, 111 take the hand which has 

been pressed familiarly, and as if a pres^ 

sure of the band was a mere matter of 

course, by almost every msm in the 

' voom ?^* 

t4 Welfc—Aiid should an innocent 
woman think this very common freedom 
a matter^ of importance?** 

^* Mighty fine! — So^the» your motto 
is, I suppose-, * With the pure, all things 
are put^ 1*— Crfa* pourrok mener bien 
^ toin, monami*" 

"No. I will not be present^ ta^4his 

excelling,. 
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cat^d^rodtn opened,/ s^indt vhich she 
vm xJmx^cmiSi^xs^legcmxg, and she i^^as 
nearly tUrdwn doiwn^-^adiile the person 
who eagerlyeaaght iior to save her front 
faffing proved ta be Colonel Vane himsetf I 
^ soon as Ella saA^ to n^m she viM 
thus ind^ebted^ she sj^mng. bom him widi 
iQVolumary kidignationi 

•* Good heaven ! I hope h have nol 
hurt you, madam?" he exclaimed. ** K 
was qaite anconsdonS' any one was leanr 
ing against the docar« But you;are pale:;^; 
you seem feint, --*-prayy: pray, let me* 
support y^Mil**— -white Ella, making one- 
great effort, tried to read^ the d0or^x>f 
the ball-room : but overcome w^ih a: 
variety of emodonsy her head gee w giddy^ 
and she grasped Colonel Vd^ne^s arm- &r 
support; tillone'of the waiters, sedo^ 
her dtuation, brought her a chair and 
some waten The. lUness wa% however; 
momentary^ Ella's recollection.returned ; 

and 



aod angryr as Aei was wjih, €d^onol Vane> 
h» resentmoit was a little sheened; by 
the anxious kindness wkh which he buag 
01^- her, and watched her i^tummg ce- 
loor^-^that colour ^hich be nam tOM^ h^* 
had unjustly tmagined^ lo> he al'tificialy and 
winch confusion, indignadon, and strong 
emotion were bringing back in maoduig 
blushes ta her cheek; 

'^ I am shocked,— 7 am ashaned,*^! 
cannot stay here,** cried Ella rising, hot 
restating herself, as hev Umbs trembled 
still. ^^ Will yon allow me, madam/' 
said Colonel Vane, ^ to inform the lady I 
saw with yoja of your illness ?'' while be 
was pleased to find she was properly alive 
to tlie awkwardness of her siti^tion ; and 
without waiting for her permission, he 
went in search of Mrs. Anne Mordaunt, 
who resigning her cards to. & hy^siander 
anxiously followed where, he led : and 
. , Colon^lL 
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Cobmel Vade» convmckig liimseif tluttt 
was proper to leave the bdies to them- 
selves, walked up and down the lobby 
at too greit a distance to hear, but near 
.enough to see tbem. At hagth EUa 
iiMorered heiself sufficieDtly to tdl Mrs. 
Aone tint she was irery amdous to Imow 
,wby Captain CUnton did not return, and 
to whom he was sent for; and as that 
lady was lodkmg i^aitnd in search of some 
one to send" to in^ire, GoksMl Vant, 
thinking she wanted something, came up 
and offiereii'fais aerviees;; noy when he heard 
what Mrs» Anne required, oould he help 
being a litde imeasy himself at the absence 
of bis friend. The result of his ismiediace 
inquiries was, that Captain Clinton, find- 
ing the express came from his fother, who 
was supposed to be dying, had instantly 
snatched off the servant's hat, jumped 
upon the servant's horse, and forgetful of 

Elb, 
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EUa, and of every ifamg but the latiiatkm 
of a beloved parem, had xklden off as £ist 
as he could. 

^f I am happy to ixiform yoo, madam^'^ 
said Colotiel Vane ^hen he fetuiaedf 
^^ that it is not the illness of your friend 
which b^ sununoQed him away ^ but I aipt 
sorry to say be is gone to see bis fatha*, who 
is suf^^oeed to be at the p(Hat of deatk'^ 

Ella bow^, but spoke not ; aad Mrf . 
Aime twaddled aJbomt green old age, and 
being here to-day and. gone to-morrow. . 

** Had you honoured me so fiwr, ma^ 
daoi*'' said Colonel Vane^ ^^ as to tell me 
ihe cause of your emotion and illness^ I 
oould have removed it sooner/' 

£lla^ too sincere, too devoted to the 
rigid practice of truth, to allow him to 
attribute to sensibility on account of her 
Iriend^ an emotion which certainly flowed 
from a very- different source, blushing 
deseply, replied that her alarm concerning 

htr 
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her friend had not been the cause of her 
illness, though it might probably increase 
it. 

** Nay now, my dear,** said Mrs. 
Anne, *' why deny an excess of feeling 
for others which distinguishes^ you, and 
does you so much honour I- — That is sa 
Kkeyou!" 

** I hope it is not like me," replied 
Ella, ** to tell a fefeehood. — ^My illness, or 
my emotion rather, had not, I assure you^ 
so rational a source.** 

** Perhaps, perhaps, madam/* said Co- 
lonel Vane, ** I frightened and hurt you 
by opening the door, and nearly throwing 
you down? — If so, I should not easily 
forgive myself.** 

^ Indeed, sir," returned Ella, faintly 
smiling at his alarm lest he had injured her 
person, and his unconsciousness of the se* 
rious injury he had done her mind^ — **/«'. 
deedy sir, you did not hurt, and scarcely 

did 
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did you alarm nie ; and my only clanger, 
from your opening the door so suddenly^ 
proceeded from my previous weakness." 

" Well, it is very straDge, my de^f,'* 
said Mr«. Anne, " that you,, oif all peij- 
sons in the world, should be taken thus 
faint and queer like a fine lady !— You 
were never so before." 

*' No, — and I hope never to l?e.so 
^gain, dear, cousin," . replied . Ella,, trying 
to, be gay; while Colonel Vane's eyes 
were fixed upon her with anxious inquiry. 
** Shall 1 call your coach, ladies?'* said 
he : " surely the heat of the room will 
be foq much for an invalid." But Ella, 
pleased perhaps to remain where she felt 
herself an object of interest, spite of 
bis prejudices, to this severe censor of 
hex conduct, declined the offer, and, de- 
claring . she was quite well again, re- 
entered the ballrroom, leaning on Mrs. 
4nne Mordaunt, " If I might so far 

presume. 
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presume, madam, as to offer you my 
arm," said the Colonel. But Ella in no 
very flattering tone replied, ** I thank 
you, sir, but I require no further assist- 
ance from you/-* • 

** So, so!'* thought Colonel Vane: 
*^ she is not disposed, I see, to spoil me, 
whatever she may do other people, by 
her graeiousness /'* 

When they entered Ae room, Ella de-' 
dined all offers to dance, and was soon 
seated with some friends of both sexes at 
the end of the room, who formed a circle 
round her; and one of them being knowii 
to Colonel Vane, he was asked to join 
the party. " I will,** said he, blushing, 
as he spoke, at his own versatffity, ** I 
will, — if you will do me the honour to 
present me first to those ladies," bowing 
to Ella and her cousin, •* for without 
having had that honour 1 have presumed 
to address them/* And Ella, tliough stir- 
prised 
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prised and gratified b^opd measurci 
made ber curtsy and received his bow 
with a degree of formality which asto- 
nished Mrs* Anne, who was already half 
in love with this celebrated and charming 
man. 

At this moment a young lady came 
running up to Ella, to beg that she would 
indulge her so far as to dance a reel of 
three with her, as a large party had staid 
oa purpose to see it. Ella immediately 
r^ied, — " I was very imwell just now, 
Mis& Tyrrell, and have declined dancing 
any more this evening : but that is not 
the reason of my refusing to comply with 
your request. I never will make such a 
public exhibition of myself again/' 

*^ Dear me ! Why, you did it at the 
last assembly !** 

>* Yes ; but contrary both to my indi- 
nation and my judgement ; and I have 
never forgiven myselfy as Mrs. Amie can . 

testify. 
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t eaitf y, fcr hsTiog had die iveakness to be 
cwerpersuaded t6% do what my ideas of 
propi^ty forbade.'' 

* Wben she first began to speak, Colo- 
tmH Vane absolutely started^ and fixed bis 
eyte on her fiace with gratified surprise ; 
and vriwi she bad eikbd, he eould hardly 
forbear ihsmking her for the plea^re she 
had given luou 

** Wkit a liar that Lin wood is!" 
thought Coloiwl Vane. The young lady 
M^rasnot, however, as well satkfied with 
Ella's discretion as he was ; but saying 
she thought Miss Mordaunt more nice 
than wise, and it was very hard, for she 
could not dance the reel without another- 
lady, she, with a saucy toss of het h^, 
departed in search of a more o^^ing 
person. 

But the Coloders f»th in Mr. Lin* 
wood's d^er^titnis was doomed t&be sHH - 
further shaken. Ella was asked if she 

had 
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had lamijrdeeB. aay of Mr^ $M!KaQ-Me'« 
caricatunes. 

" No, — I have not," she answered > 
^' I have such a digUkc^o caricatures f»d 
caricaturera (I meaa of iiKtifvidiial na? 
ture), that I make it a scrupW o£ coa* 
scieiice iK^ to eocouiage m^ile a fMtctice 
by asldng to see such paachioiioQa.'" 

^^ But you draw yourself, Misa Mor-? 
(laont ?" eagerly a^ed the Colonel. 

^^ Very little, indeed ; I sketch treeaand 
flowers frcHn nature, and yiens when tia* 
veUing ; but the ^ human fyce divine^ is 
above my imitation/' 

** I agree with you,'? replied the Cplo- 
nd, *^ in hatred to caricatures. I think 
it a vcary loworder of humour, mi a very 
high one of malignity ; and I am apt 
to believe that there is a little warp in the. 
mind that takes deUght in them. I dia- 
like lao^iooM of the pen as well as lam^ 
popns of the pencil, though not equally ; 

VOL. II. D as 



M tlie ibita« ar& (^iefty. dMmCod ugabui 
mental, and therefore perhaps con^S^b 
iohperfecMns ; whereas thc^ litter *e al- 
ways leTdkd- ac bodily imperfectton^ 
which are surely more objects tf pUy thm 
ofridtmk/' 

«' Bot," repKed Ella, '' though lees ia 

the d^vee of ihcdke, the laaipooa is tS 

the tooae qusLlky as the caricature^ and 

the vAoA that cobM nrrite the mm^ 

Jf it ccutd, vrduld ptob2d>l7 draw the 

otben For itiy part, I cordktUy dkltkd 

and ;^Bscoi»rage both^ aad so I do dMt 

species of mischief and fjitii^ which is ndf 

th^,biM! partakes of the maligiwM natoie 

of edch — ^I meaxk what is called fuizTd^ 

or pi^tt/ing on persotis iflr older to make 

ibem ridiculous. Indeed," said she, ^^ I 

artr Tcry much of Sir Pefter Teasle's opi* 

mon, tha^ wit and good Batui^a0e mom 

neaily allied thaw most pereoas »pe awwe 

It 



k «» mposiMe fer Elb t^ .nutikie 
the* aMmated took rf ap^(rf>t(tioa vidi 
^kah Cokmel Vane Mgarded fatr, as die 
finished ^^eaking and vtaturtsd to raitt 
Irer eyes t<^ ttt; 1)ttt jii^ as lie vae geing 
10 reply, a lady came across tlie rooatt 
and \viii^enid sometbing in her ear; oa 
Hfl^h £Ha lode her arai, and wmt to the 
opposite side, where she seated herself 
MOite to a Jittie, deformed, overdresaed 
fMAg woman, who seeaned an object of 
pttJcufar atientioa to sevend young men 
and women who surrounded hen Soon 
after^ £Ua gate this lady her arm, and 
wattced ^p and down the room with her, 
and seamed listning to her with such 
««ita»ua attendon, that Cdonel Vane 
at^powid tfafe extraordinary-locdung being 
Hour either a person of high rank and 
Mflsefneatte, or celebrated &r some ex* 
iswnilnary menial eiMiowments* At 
s> 3 last. 
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last, he ventured to ask uho the l^dy 
was, leaning on Miss Mordaunt*s arm. 

" Oh ! that is Miss Rawlins," replied 
one of the ladies. 

" And who is Miss Rawlins?" asked 
the Colonel : " by the attention she ex- 
cites, and even by the manner of Mis3 
Mordaunt to her, I conclude she is a per- 
^n of some consequence." 

^* No," was th^ reply : *' it is because 
she IS a person of no consequence now^ 
poor thing ! that Miss Mordaunt pays her 
such attention/' 

*' You laid an emphasis on now j. was 
she ever of consequence then ?" 

^* O yes !— a rich heiress like Miss 
Mordaunt herself; and then even herua- 
happy person was forgotten, and hec 
dress escaped ridicule, and she had as 
many partners as any one : but ^be lost 
all her money by the villany of an agentj 

and 
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and with it the respect formerly paid her;* 
dnd it is only lately that she has recovered 
her spirits sufficientfy to accompany the 
rdation, on whom she is now depen* 
dent, to our balls as usuaU But as, 
considering her person, she is foolishly 
fond of dress and dancing, the malicious,, 
whom her riches kept in awe, presume 
on her poverty to make a joke of her 5 
and there is one young man (by the bye, 
it is the very young man who draws cari- 
catures,) who asks her to dance in order 
to make her expose herself. And I over- 
heard that young lady whisper Miss Mor- 
daunt that he was going to do it now. 
Soy will) her usual benevolence she went 
to prevent this malevolent pleasure, by 
taking the poor little thing under her pro- 
tection ; — and you see she has succeeded^ 
a^d is bringing her hither." 

At this moment Ella, her countenance 
beaming with gratified benignity, returned 

to 



^ ^t pttfifi 904 iMnf wiHing to gb« 

Cobfiel ¥«ne, sIm^ mtimkiced tbem no 
C3ch otber ; and the Cohfi^i eimilouG ojE 
Etta's l&erai%^ paM Mies Rnwtins ikdo. 
guidmig attetttion# . 

^^ Bless ine^ my ^9ir cbifki P' ««d4Mly 
e^ccbimed Mt9. Anne Whf^isaimt, inw^ 
rupdng a pteafiaot ^icAHkersihrio^, ** wte^ 
did you do witfa my bou$ewlli^? Toa did 
not give it io me agMn." Aias^Eoed at ^ 
probable cim^quesces 0f ^ intarqgai* 
tory, if f&}lowed up ctosdy, £Jj^ could 
scarcely fcnrce herself k> aaswer^ ^^ I'-^l 
left it m the card-room, I believe." 

^ Shall I fetch it ?^ cried the Coloael : * 
^ A housewife did you wf ? pray, whero* 
abouts did you leave it ?** 

** Oh ! I daresay, my dear, you left it 
behmd the ^re«i," replied Mrs. Aiiiie^ 
•* I sav you go bd)ind it tp sew i^ 

broken 



bvdken loeps ^ ywu-smifLk \ find asyou 
peve ixkeniU there, and wcM.uito |h# 
passage fer air, ypu natarally enough for^ 
got :tbe thKiea^-case i had lent to )Km.^ > 
^ The ^skisem! wbatdsreea?*'' eried 
Gobmel Vane, a $u$pioioa ei ^e Oi^se of 
£lbf^ distress shooting mstandy acipas hi$ 
fiii&ds whM, kK^uiig at £lla, her ^le 
cbeok and ^vidMt agitadon ^coB^med a)| 
^batbe impacted $ and equally shocked 
Md eMbafrasaed, hut iar more dittreased 
ihan Aeiwii he said, ^^ I m\l go seek: 
i»r the thi^ad-tiase^'^ and left the room* 
' *^ WcU, I protest you ai» going to be 
Vi again/' cficd the aSectiofiaCe Mrs. 
Aane; but roused by this observation^ 
inU catiad ^p ^evcay feeding of virtuous 
juideand conscious inhooence of iotea- 
tba at least, and prepared herself to meet 
Colonel Vane, when be returned^ vtth 
«ucb cakn&ess, as diould prove thgt ^tm 
ffilt it Wc^ for him to feel abashed in her 

presence 
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pffaence fr<p[\ (he discovery that ^e had 
htdid Im iSf vere ceii^iireG on her cooduct, 
-r-cen^ure$ which a very short acquaiBt» 
ancQ Viith her had evid^itly done much 
towards removing ; and she remembered 
with gr^df. fiatisfaction^ that he had desired 
to be presented to her before he had su;^ 
fipected that she had overheard him for- 
swear acquaintance with her for even 

Ccdonel Vane yras some time before he 
r^tnrned. As soon as he entered tiie 
card-room, ,andsaw the skreen, he con- 
ceived bow Ella might be totally hiddea 
from his view, and yet overhear all his 
conversation J and when he wept behind 
the skreen himself, and saw the housewife 
evidently thrown down in haste, for every 
ihing belonging to it was scattered on the 
ground, he discovered, with a pang veiy 
like remorse, the evident perturbation and 
agony she must have endured, while, as 
he came m front of the skreen, she had 
: Stolen 



ttoleii \^t da the otter side, ^HUd KalA^s^ 
kto the pass^e* But vflxf dhotfld Mi 
be thus affected f Had a coquette^ then^ 
to much real feeling, 9^ such delicacy 
on the score of ' reputatfon ? Wa^ it 
wounded vanity aloile, or a better feeling, 
ehat stole the colour from her cheek, and! 
drowned her eyes in tears? Was hi^ 
good oi»niop of more consequence to>her 
than that of others ? But it Was remotely^ 
and undefinedly even>to^himseIf^ that thid 
idea flitted^ across his mind ; for must not 
such a thought be the result of the most 
iU- founded and contemptible conceit ? Yet 
why Bot> attribute this sensibility to cen<6 
sure, to the virtuous horror natural to % 
young and innocent mind^ in learnings 
perhaps for the first time, that the 
thoughtless gaiety and artless warmth of 
her manner had exposed her to imputa^ 
tions at which her soul revolted ? And 
had he not that evening witnessed prooiit 
I V 5 of 



bmev^A^Me ®£ bar sQitiqgtfvt^^ ^Weh ^ 
Itod .vofh tbk coiMtiii€tip9 oa :))^ ^ws^ 
4i>ct? Thki K>€^ would nccPWt £pMr.tIir 
mid dignified dmlky of ber mwQO^ 
Woimded vMifijr woidd have showed i^ 
lelf ia haughty fi^e mi^tixUxA nide^ 
Bossi culpable iadiffisreoce to^lame wo«dd 
bave exhibited itaelf m iocreaified gaiety, 
aad an mcreasod ioftttesiddn u> iko oom^ 
ttoa i?^traiote of soci^ ; but wounded 
aeodbili^^and offqiidcd d^Hcacy^ andoM* 
actous inaoceoce uojsisdy accused, would 
hare acted, he could Oic^ deny it ia hisfi^ 
s^f, e»ctly » £lk did ; and witb SeA 
inga diScjiib: to describe, he took t^ Mi9. 
Anne Mordaunt'^ houaewife and itsiur*' 
niture^ and returned into the baU^icffim. 
He imsented tibem to her in ^bu», and 
without daring to look towanda EUa, iwiio 
remained ^Sent also, hut jioon estend, 
with seeming composure, into a conva^ 

sation 
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ttr^i^ilfa 4ie gemlemu next her. it 

was near the hour for the company to 9^ 
tenarbkf at the tea^bles ; but Mrs. Anne 
thinkkig £lla had better retum home, as 
Ae eoinj>lained of a headach, one of the 
gentlemen wa^sent to^call thinr carriage'; 
Kidliaving gotjt up immediately, he pre- 
sented his arm to Mrs. Anne Mordaunt, 
wUle the Colonel offered his to Ella ; but 
taking that of the gentleman next her, 
she smiled and said, ^> Excuse mie, Colo* 
flel,if I pi^^ the support of an old friend 
to tfeit of a stranger/* and she ^ke 
Ae word in such^a ironner, as So madce ^ 
Colonel suspect she meant by " stranger"* 
to say <^ enemy.'* And mortified and 
censcienc^-stridcen, lie ^ghed deeply, and 
iotfowed them in silence to the earriage : 
nor did be leave the door till they drove 
oflF; when to his vefy respectful bow Ella 
lulled by a 4dss^of her 4iafid, and her cou- 
' ' shi 
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ain by several gracious inclinationa of hev 
head. 

^' Oh ! what a dear charming beautiful 
man that is!'* cried Mrs. Anne, as sooft 
as they drove oflF; " I hope, my dear, 
you have invited him to Bower Wood?** 
.^ ^^ No, indeed, madam,** replied EUa, 
*' nor shall I invite him." 
; ** Not invite him! Why, you amaze 
me. Pray, tell me" — He»e Ella, not 
choosing to explain herself at that mo* 
ment^ interrupted her by begging her (e 
let down one of the glasses, because she 
was very faint; then throwing herself 
back in the carriage, she sighed in a man* 
ner so unusual for her, that her afiectiosit 
ate relation was alarmed, and asked her 
if she was unhappy. " No, — not tm* 
happy notVy only agitated/* she replied, 
** but I will tell you more to-morrow/*. 
Then falling into a reverie, she spoke no 

more 
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more till the 'carriage arrived at Bower 
Wood ; where hastily wkbing Mrs. Anne 
good nighty she retired to her owxy apart* 
ment. 

In two dajTs time Captain Clmton re>- 
turned^ having left his father out of dan* 
ger ; and he heard, with no small degree 
of triumph, that Colonel Vane had de- 
sired to be presented to Miss Mordaunt, 
iaQd had conquered most of his prepos- 
sessions against her. But he knew tho 
human heart too well to express all^ that 
be felt, or all that he foresaw. He knew 
that Colonel Vane would naturally enough 
be in^imed, if left to himself, to admire 
Ella even more than justice warranted, to 
reconcile his own heart to the injustice he 
bad done her in not Kking her enough at 
first I but he also knew that pride, and 
an aversion to own himself in the wrong, 
would probably retard the progress of his 
adsuration^ if he se^o^d eager to urge it' 

on: 
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•a: he tiberefore did not j&ppear to dmM 
tny triumph ov^ his friend from this 
€fatnge of Q^mikm, Uioiigh he could not 
help owning to him his suspicions that 
Ella had OTcrheard their conversion* 
. /^ I am sur^ she did/' rtfl&sd Colond 
l^ane. 

^* What makes you diink so?" askad 
Captain Clinton. 

*^ I'wish to be excused telling 700,'' 
ieplkd the Colooiel, too ddfeate to dis« 
lilose, even to EUa's fiiend, the emotim^ 
be had wimesaed ; and Captain Clmton^ 
who n^ed nodiing more ardently thaii 
an unioa betwixt Ella and Vane, and 
1^0 knew how likely this discovery of 
^ Colond's would be to inteiest him in 
her favour, if he wae left to thecperaticms 
<if his oim mind, pursued ^ discouv^ 
no. further^ :hui^ wait to pay a visit 10 
EUa faerselif. He found her moa^ ooni*' 
SdumoatijiFe thtfi Cdrad Vaqe> for ibe 

told 
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ie>U htmwfaar she \md (M^rheard, — rii4 
d^scribfed aM thai hud passed after he %A 
heir J mid her c^nviettoa th^t Colonel Vam 
was ctmki that she bad overheard aU 
that passed, 

^* But I hope yon believe," cried CKo# 
too, ^^ that he has altered his optoioii of 
you?'' 

^ I conclude that he has, w he would 
not have d^ed to be presented to me : 
bvft if his ideas of propriety ave so Vorf 
rigid, I stmU forfeit his good opinion again 
ft^ soon ; tbiugb, spke of my bettA 
judgemmt, I am almost ashamed to^own 
tim I felt .ndjFsdf it^enc^ by his pre* 
fence inco u change oi manner." 
- ** Aye kdeed ! how «o ?'* 

** When my old playfeUow, young 
Danvers, came up to speak to me aftet 
an absence of mm% months, I actually 
Arew back my hand as I bade him weU 
Mme^ because £oa<80Qth yotur &stidiflaii8 
;; friend 
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friend had censctfed the readiness with 
v^hich I suffered my band to be pressed I 
But ashamed of my condescjension to the 
humours of this strange man, I hdd it out 
tm him when he left me to join the dance^ 
resolved that Colonel Va^e should like 
me on my own terms, or dislike me as he 
chose ; for that, if I was conscious of na 
improper feeling while giving my hand to 
the friends who accosted me, there waB^ 
no harm m so doing.** 

« No, — not in your own eyes, nor in 
that of your friends ; but great harm in 
the eyes of a jealous man. and a lover/' 

" But Colonel Vane is not my lover .'*^ 

*' 1 am not so sure of that,'* he replied y 
and Ella started from her seat with an ex- 
clamation which certainly partook as much 
of joy as surprise. 

" At least, I will venture to say that h© 
is very likely to become your lover ; and 
therefore you are to consider whether he 
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is a prize $o well worth-having, as to make 
it worth your wlule to reform your man« 
fiers tn order Co secure him/' 

^^ Reform my mamiers, dr? and do 
youi(H> distrust and condenm me ?" ^ 

** Oh no ! — ^I am only your friend p 
nor, as I am neither jealous nor suspi-^ 
cious, would your manner disturb me, 
eren if I were your lover. I think it the 
most fascinating aii4 delightful manner 
possible ; but it is a most dangerous and 
a mo^ misleading one. Your manner to 
me, for instance, if I were not aA engaged 
man, would lead. me to suppose I was a 
very great favourite with you, and that 
my addresses would be favourably re« 
ceived/' 

*^ Absurd !'• replied Ella, ** when I 
venture io let you see by n)y manners 
how much I like you, because you are aa 
engaged man, and therefore cannot sup. * 
pose I mean aay thing more than the kihd« 
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HMs^of ^end^bip. It h lor $im w^mA 
j^ I im 99 ioud of &e aolioe anl^so^ 
ciety of married tnen ; fotk k faiicfai t» 
jte^v^ <3ifi^s moA^^ fmsecfiistyufed, ^d to 
have it ^thought. If 0^6 16 dvil to Ainsm^ 
ihat one i^ ,aogJfa^ fw oflbx" 

« Yfa^aiwJtiherrfjM?c ywnwkealiiioal 
lA the ivimss ff ^r^Hfwaf:4Q9iiM9oe j^ybii% 
«od .^1^ H^eir twgpQs wiik ^ ItmmvM 
filsiMfis to tet «)ff agw^ ^mriMpulaiMi 

^< WejU, Ca4>taiA Cimtoii^ I oasi wif 
M7»" nqfiiiied £Ua> other fi^fid mM 
jwoeristy^ ^< I cao ^dy mfy tloi^ if ny 
%m9mis$ and habhs be ever so wr^o^ 
ibey are mj habjjts and mwmst^^r^Aef 
are /^ar^ of me, and I cannot be hjqpocri^ 
imougfa to change or di^uise thesx.'' 

^^ Not without you have an adeqiutfie 
jnori^e/' 

** And what would be om ?" 

^ The wi^h of mdimg touts a teait 

that 



(iutt^ia worthy c£ you. I kaor yo:a ad«*^ 
mire Coloael Vme^ and I belisT^ yoa 
wjgbtiove him.*' 

*f. May be so j ^ut nmst I therefiore 
4dopt aU lu& »dumB^ or rather act a part 
in order to captivate him?'* 
,■• ^^ Iihai^ that you must eidicr f^e^up 
^fi^idea, eriF Um^ or act ecmfonsiably ^ bi« 
lAtaa^ ^.ht. lie 4^ a man of a jealooi 
wd distrustful nature V hut k is his only 
fi^ult. If you i^ere living with a ner^ 
Iflm psson^whoul^ ^hjottiug^a door 
bai^diwauLd thr^^ir into a fit, you woul4 
fiditf quit that peison,. or take care to 
|]^ Uie door gently : so^ if you were 
to lo¥e a jealous man^ you must either 
kam to' abstain from what might give 
him iu&i»age^ or conquer your attach* 

** I should conquer my attachmwt P* 
eKclsumed £Ua indignamly ; ^^ but I have 
a^yet sio attachment to conquer, nor wiU 

I have J/ 
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I have ; for I could never be happy with 
i man who was liable to mistake the 
gaiety of innocence for constitutional le* 
vity, and the freedom resulting from an 
affectionate heart, for the forwardness of 
a depraved one." 

•* Well ; time will show whether you 
can keep this resolution, and in the mean 
while my friend must make his own way 
with you/' 

♦* I assure you, sir,** said Ella gravelj^, 
*• he shall never come hither ^ an invited 
guest of mine --he shall not have an op- 
portunity of suspecting that the * arrant 
coquette* has a design on his heart:— 
whenever we meet, as I like his conver- 
sation, and honour his character, I will not 
&void him ; but never, never shall he have 
it in his power to say that Ella Mordaunt 
condescended to court the acquaintance 
and attention of a man to whom she was 
an object of x:ensure and suspicion.'* 
1 "I com- 
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*' I ([Tomraend your spirit," repli^ 
Captain Clinton; "and should Colonel 
Vane express his wonder at not being 
your invited guest, I will teU him the 
reason.'* 

" By all means,'* replied Ella ; and 
Captain CJinton took hi^ leave, rejoice4 
at her determination, and resohed to im? 
part it immediately to his friend, 2^ h^ 
well knew it would exalt her in his ettir 
motion, and make a man of hi$ nature 
^ill more eager to obtain that fi^vqui* 
which the indignant pride of an offended 
yoman was eager to withhold from him. 

He was not wrong in his conjectures.— 
Though sorry and mortified, Colonel Van^ 
commended the determination of Ella, 
acquiesced in its propriety, and did not 
resent it by his conduct : — on the con-- 
trary, he paid her the most respectful 2lU 
tention whenever they met, and Ella at 
length discovered that it was not te easy 

to 



to retawi her dtte^mJnatkm no* td 16ve • a 
jealous and tfi^rustful man/ - 

Bttt what became of the elecdon^-^ 
The oM menrf^ers were returned, nmch 
to the nKH^fication of busy Mn lidWood^ 
who eould not succeed in stilting \ip an 
oppodtion, and who, owing* Colonel Vieme 
a grudge for not consenting to standi focft 
his revenge by telling etrery one he wot 
making love to the heiress, who would ^ 
him as she had done every ottfe else.— ^^ 
be brh^f : Colbitel Vme"^ leave of ^Hbsmst 
had nearly escpired', and he Wa§ ^hbtlt'9t 

tefve W- ^ whenf Elh w» prevafiM 

upon to give a small select bail lo t^ 
hirate Mrs. Anne Mordatuit's Mttb«4]s9« * 

•♦ To be sure/' said Captate Ciftf^ 
ton, ••as Vane is gcittg^ away, yoti *l»ii 
hredk through your resolution, and ittritt 
«m/* 

<• No^^is appruadiing depar^jfe^lsJ 
Keasoit^ why f should fM hiviUr kimM«ilbt 

let 



$et me con&M0 the e^Mt but a diMtf 
loflger and my triai will J^ over/' 

<' Ohl Then yoti owft ki^ m eSbrt ^^'^ 
*« Yes, — ^and a gieat OM to^~-biit I 
wiU far$t!r«re to the CTfd.^' AadCaptaia 
€liM0& WM resdlfed she dhMld bti^e thor 
mtfrit of penNhrcmg^ n^ yet that bii 
ffiend sbcAiii be ai the Ml } for he wishesd 
Ij^ m s«e £Ha to the greatest advifttaget 
wim^ at her owa bouse. He wished 
him also ta see the simplicity yet mag* 
Sificemee wkh whidi her 01^ exquisite 
tasle bad ornamented the a{>artments :-^kl 
A6l%liebadsethi$ milKlonColcHiel Vane's 
Ikdteg oAee Sit lesyet the guest of Ella ; smdt 
4iht ^^M^ the whole matter oyer tlte* 
^t^ wi^ Mrs. Anne, who was the qiseeis 
itf -the £e%t, she gave him leave to invite 
CMi^UeV Vs^, and premised tfo take alf 
^e rei^Misibttily on hersetf. Ifet i»l 
CUpOaiki CH^on kdew the Cokmel iifo^ld 
Mt^ im Mh^ Anne's iaviteitioi^o^y, h^ 
jv • tooJd 
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look c^re bow he worked it, and aqc^Sted 
him witfv— " So, Vane« at Ust the ^^ 
bargo k. tikjeu off, apd you arQ iuyUed to 
the hall at Bower Wood ?'V 

" Indeed ! " replied the Colonel, piore 
j^ratiiied tbzui be choae to own tven to 
himself,— ^^' Indeed ! and would you ad- 
vise me to accept theJnvitation ?** 

" To be sitre, I know you are goiQg 
out of town till the day anives-r-bpt ypn 
will be here tirae enough for th^t/* 

** Certainly I shall, — but wheie k the 
card ? I must answer it" 

" There is no* card — Miss Morda^ufit 
has issued no cards, (which was indeed the 
truth J and a verbal answer by me will \^ 
sufficient." 

"Very well/* said Cplcmel Vane: 
^ then tell Miss Mordaunt I will have the 
honour to wait on her. But,'' added be 
after a pause, "she ought not to bawe in- 
vited me# If $he was i^ighc iq jtbe fii^ 

instance. 
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iodta^ce; she was wroag in the Iart,-^2B«i 
I should haire respected hff'more had 
she remained firm in htr r^seiterion**' 

** You wre the most ungrateful, ro- 
mamk, rtdicuJous being I ever hnewi" 
replied the secretly-pleased Chntan^ mho 
knew that JEBa had acted as the Colonel 
thought she ougitt to have done : *• Why, 
man ! you will always refine away your 
Own happineas, and utterly tlestroy that 
of your wHe, if you ever bate one/* 

^ ^« My wfe's notions,** repHed he, 
^^ must be as refined as my own, or she 
would n^v^r be my wife/* 

That day Colonel Vane left W , 

gnd did not return tfll it was time to dress 
for the ball at Bower Wood : therefew-e he 
had 90 oppcMtunity of saeing Ella, and 
finding out the deceit which had been put 
on birn» 

|11U meanwhile had been preparing for 
her entertaiom^t ; and when evei^ thing 

VOL. II. £ was 
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i^as completed, and the gratified Mrs. 
Anne Mordaunt had surveyed all the new 
decorations of the apartments, and beheld 
the taste with which the old ones had been 
arrayed, she declared that Ella had ex- 
ceeded even herself. But the mistress of 
the elegant mansion, the directress of die 
iplendid feast, moved through the bril- 
liant suite of rooms pensive, anxious, and 
absent j — ^for the eye that she most wished 
to please would not behold the charm 
which «he had laboured to spread around, 
the lips whose praises she most coveted 
would not breathe in her ear the accents 
of admiration. 

She was indulging these tender thouglits, 
for tender they certainly were, and, re- 
tiring into an inner room from the 
crowd which was just beginning to as- 
semble, was replacing the head of a rare 
and newly purchased plant which had 
escaped from the lath which supported it, 

when 
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wl^i turning round she beheld the ob- 
ject of her reverie beside her! while al- 
most with a scream of astonishment she 
exclaimed, in return to his smile of plea- 
sure and his respectful bow, " Colonel 
Vane, is it possible, sir, that I see you 
herei'' 

Equally surprised in his turn. Colonel 
Vane replied, ^' Did not Captain Clintoa 
deUver my answer to you, madam, and 
tell you I would have the honour to wait 
on you?** 

" No— indeed he did not,** said Ella 
with an arch smile, not a little pleased to 
fiad that without any infringement of her 
dignity Colonel Vane was her guest; and 
dismissing entirely from her mind the idea 
which at first disturbed her, a suspicion 
wholly unworthy of Colonel Vane*s cha- 
racter, that he had presumed to come un- 
invited, she attributed his appearance at 
her ball to the injudicious though well- 
£ 2 meant 
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r 

in^Dt deception of Captain CUntonand 
Mrs. Anne Mordaunt. 
: But though EUa-s counteaanoe, ti/bkh 
had worn an expression of even haugbiy 
surprise \Vhen she 6r^t saw Colonel Vane, 
Aow wore one of archness amd pkasure. 
Colonel Vane was by no means satisfied 
wieh ekb^r thi& ofie escpresfeido ^T the 
Mhar. It wiis evident she did ikot esqiect 
hift^ . or that she was ^ting u part. The 
ijoestioh was, whether- she had incited 
him, ox had not? — ^^ But I will not rematm 
toy longer in ihis suspense,** said he*^^ to 
hiinseif, ^ ^mdl will tell her that if sbe 
^wishes me to go I will go dii^criy.*' 
' lust as he had toade chis resolution, 
E4ki, whom politeness* forbade to let C;^ 
lonel Vane know he was there wlt)>Miiit 
mvitarian, said to him, •* As this is ihc 
first time I have hadthe honour^ef seeJog 
you ^t my house, sir, I hope ymi wift cal- 
low me to «how y<5« what k ^ontaans' of 

value ; — 
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/value ;— la this room are sotfie^ Very Bm 

pktures.*' 

' " In seeing yon, ]^fisQ MordauDt, I ^eie,!' 

replied the Cdlonel* " what is mo* var 

haWe ar^ most precious here." 

'^ Indeed /" saki Ella archly smiUogi, 
^brilliant perhaps, but npt precious 
surely, in your estimatbn I" 

"Spare me. Miss Mordaunt, spare me 
Ihe mortification of recdtecdog the mor 
mentnow long past, aild always rep^ite4 
of, when I was unjusi, zxkdyou mlxuih 
mated.'* EHa bowed, and turned away 
W head ; for she was Conscious that her 
eyes were filled with tears,- but tears of 
pleasure and of tenderness. " Allow me 
to add," resumfcd the Colonel, " that I 
can look at nothing here with satisfaction^ 
not even at poikj till I am assured that I 
am a welcome and a bidden guest." 

*' I would not," she replied, " have 
told yon a perhaps ui^pleasant truth ; but, 

when 
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when thus interrogated, I will not be so 
mean as' to tell you a falsehood. Yoa 
are a welcome^ but not a bidden guest, — ■ 
I did not, would not, could not mvite you 
to my house, you know I could not, till 
some acknowledgement on your part, that 
you had hastily and erroneously judged 
me, had appeased my oflFended delicacy. 
But now you have said all that was ne- 
cessary — you have owned that you were 
unjust — and I will remember of the past, 
only those judicious hints for my conduct 
which it afforded me, and which may 
serve in some points to direct the future." 
** Miss Mordaunt — ^madam — you con- 
found me by your goodness," he replied : 
and so wayward are the fancies of a 
jealous man, he feared^ he thought that 
she was now giving him too much en* 
couragement. " But, madam, you must 
allow me to inquire who has presumed 
thus to impose both on you and me/' 

«Qht 
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^Oh ! I know no more ontbat subjficttJmn 
you do — but I suspect it was a lady> and 
the queen of the evening, Mr3. Anne Mor* 
daunt, who candidly told me, she should 
not think her eatertainment complete, un* 
less it was graced by your presence," 

'^ But Captain Clinton. brought me the 
invitation.!' 

" Very likely, deceived himself by 
Ifrst Anne :— or if he were in the plot, 
surely you will not be very angry ?" 

"One man, madam," replied Colonel 
Vane gravely, " ought to be careful how 
he presumes to jest with another,'* 

** Colonel Vane !" cried Ella, turning 
pale with alarm, and laying her hand 
involuntarily on his arm while she fixed 
her eyes earnestly on his face. — He un- 
derstood and felt the^orce of the appeal ; 
and gently pressing the hand whose un- 
conscious grasp was not lost on him, he 
told her, that though he must reprove* 

he 
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ha weH!td not resent Captain Clm^ir's 
wbteiffuge» tf be *wrem reaHy it^bJMfwe. 
-t— And sooft aftierj as Mrs, AnOe t46k 
Dtarly tfe« vsdrdle bfeme on h^'setf, Colo- 
nel Vane tbailked' both him and her fer 
having betrayed him into a \my chartnfag 
evening, smd lllta retired to rest' Happier 
than she had been for many a day ; for 
Colonel Vane had sheared a lover in all 
^bi^t the oanie^ and' ^e flattered hero^ 
that before he left W~*— he vMoid inalce 
her a declaration in form. — What was 
now become of her resolution, m^ver to 
marry a jeal<Mis and (fisJrostful man ?-^ 
Alas ! it was forgotten ; or this one fault 
was . lost in the blaze of numberless real 
or imagim?d virtues. But she knew ncrt 
yet the character of Colonel Vane, nor the 
caution that influences evei7 action and 
every resolve of a man of his disposition- 
Colonel Vane did love Ella, passion- 
ately love her— but though he bad the 

firmest 
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finttM: lakh in her swiocteee And W 
jH^mtiples^ her msttmers mete aat tuoh a4 
he sltoiild n^ish for in his wifii. It tx/!S»ft 
manner to invite attendcxi and e?en afiSrc-^^ 
turn from every one, because it seMicd to» 
promiie both ; aand whether the impeHmg 
motive was benevoloure or coquetry, k 
exposed a woman to the danger of soUcr*' 
tations ;— ^-a danger to which evfen virtue 
itseff should shrink from being exposed'-^ 
for craving and gratified vanity has- im^. 
donCj as he justly thought, more women- 
in a year, than originally vicious inclina^ 
rioas in ten : and if he were called abroad 
in the service of bis country, as he would 
probably be, how could he without mxiety 
wearying and incessant leave a wile alone 
and unprotected, and to her own guidance, 
wfe6se beauty could not £ail to attract ad- 
mirers, and whose manners were such as 
to give those lovers encouragement ?. 
So reasoned and so feit Colonel Vane,> 
z 5 though 
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diough^ he lov^ed 'with ardour, ~ or rather 
^mu$€ he loved widi ardour; and be 
tmcAted to leave W ■ ■■ \vithout uoakiog 
any avowal of his love and trying to ob- 
tain a coftfessiott of hers in return, wish* 
ing to try what ^fiect some weeks of ab- 
sence would teive on his attachment, and 
on the preference which Elk felt for him ; 
and wisely considering that, unless their 
imitual regard could stand that test^ be 
did not love her sufiiciently to overlook 
her faults, nor she him sufficiently to bear 
with his sense of them. As he was now an 
allowed visitor at Bower Wood, he went 
thither to bid her farewell, having studied 
what he would say when he arose to de- 
part, something tender enough to prove 
how much he admired her, yet not suffi- 
ciently explicit to commit himself; while 
Ella on her side, if Coloael Vane did not 
make a declaratkm of his s^timents, had 
settled what sort of leave she would tsdce 

of 
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of him — it was to te one so^folljT ^itt^nhi^ 
and io calmlf ddtvered^ that lie>abiHdtt 
not suspea' bow moch «he wa^'dtsaf]^ 
^inted, and bdwdee{^Iysher^i:etted bs 
departure. He came tb Bower Wood ao* 
•cordingly the day before he' was ^ att 
x>ff ; and Elia^ as mttch on her gnard as 
be was, received him witb eomposuce* 
though, as her cousin was iteent, she re- 
ceived him tete-^tete. But while be dat 
there, gazing with e^er-increasing adim^ 
ration on that face which* he should soon 
behold no more, the idea of hisiapproach* 
ing separation fn>m^ Ella so loucb un^ 
manned him, that he felt, if he trusted 
himself longar in her presence, he should 
betray his heart entirely to her. . He 
fberefore suddenly arose and took her 
hand, meaning to say what he fattended, 
^md ^ estpress the usual parting wi^es : 
but overtome by amotion,' neither he nor 
Ella spok« a single word,-^but he bowed 

upon 
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kxdimgi 4t hir> rushedlout of the room. 

£Ua sa^ f&t $ome tiin€ after libe kft her^ 
abscnrbed m a teiume at fHite painful aad 
pleasant; True^ he had net oiade the 
bng^destned and tcwg-^aipected f^roposai, 
but be h»i qtiitl!ed her in $tich evid«fit 
ccDotioQ and. such expressive silence as 
hx/e alone c^uld have occasioned ; and 
abe coQld not help hophig that be might 
mrkt the feeliegs and wishe$ which he 
did Hot spcuJL. But then the thou^ 
tlot day after day would p«0$^ wedL affcf 
weekv momb aft^ month perhaps, witfa^ 
out her eye behokfing, hcf ear hewr- 
iiig, or her mml beading sweet eoat^ 
nmnion with his, filled her wkb dniast 
intofaerable agony; and to remain coa 
ihsk. spot where she had scfen aad eo^ 
versed with bimi, but c^ld see and to^ 
verse with, him no longer, seemed sueb at 
increase of her sufierklf , thai dte very 

gladly 



APPZARAKCE IS A^Amst HBJU 85 

gladly tbd>k adTaatdge tf an eiunise fH 
hastra intp DeYomfaire; though ^ tiustt 
of ber jeumey gav^iidr*€ondd^^sd)lefmn 
<-<^or It was ao other than theiihestoC her 
relation Mrs^. Amie Mordaont, Who wa$ 
c£rd^!sd for a threatening inflaimnadM oil 
^ lai^ into the nuld cbnaie of l%kl«> . 
monehi. Thither, tberel!^e, she bore her 
dfoopiag charge— but bore in vain;— • 
the powder of meditine, ol salubriof» atr; 
sold of the most unremitting attenticm^ 
Micdto cave tbk harmless and unoffend* 
mg being fEom the disease that ioipewied 
Gfnr her ^ and before they bad been resi^ 
ckst six weeks in the West, Ella was 
faited to follow a steond ad<^ted parent td 
her Itet borne. 

The occupation of watchmg by the bed 
of sickness, painful as it was, seriFed to 
divert EllaV nind from the anxieties of an 
ev^ day increasing aod perhaps hope* 
less pa^oaj^— *and when the necesdty of 

these 
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these attentions was ov^r, Ella felt herself 
again thrown on the worid an unprotected 
orphan, and also restored to all the paiit* 
ful consciousness which had hitherto be^ 
suspended* — She was again obliged to 
look round for a companion, and fek 
added regret for the little prospect she 
now had of obtaining, what in her orphan 
state was so particularly desirable, the 
protection of a husband. While her plaas 
ccmtinued unfixed, she received an invita^ 
tion to stay at the house of a mardbd 
friend in London y and thither she imme* 
diately repahred, glad of any change aad 
any scene which would take her from 
herself, and weaken the power of certain 
images and recollections in her mind. 
Colonel Vane meanwhile, who found 

that in leaving W he had not left bis 

attachment behind him, but that he 
< Dragged at each remove a lengthening chaii^^ 

was eager to learn of Captain Clinton all 
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possible intelligence of Ella and her move- 
ments, and therefore kept up a regular 
correspondence with him. He was con- 
sequently informed of the death of Mrs. 
Anne Mordaunt, and of Ella*« visit to 
London. " She is again, then/' thought 
Colonel Vane, " alone and unprotected, 
O that I could at once resolve to offer her 
the protection of a husband ! — But as 
other men may do that only too soon, I 
will, as soon as duty allows me, go to 
London and see how she is situated :*'— • 
and as much impelled by jeabusy as by 
love, Colonel Vane set oflF for the metro- 
polis. 

Ella had now been two months in Lon- 
don ; and though she was conscious of a 
deeply-rooted attachment, she was not 
unhappy, for the excellence of her tem- 
per led her to be and to appear pleased 
with the efforts made to amuse her ; and 
she coi)ld not but be gratified with the at- 
tentions 
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tamems paid het* by the gentlemen who 
yAAted at the house c^ her f riends^ amcm^/ 
wJbom were men whose situati<Hi ia ii& 
W^tf 8Udi as to authorise them to aspire to 
her hand. But the encouraging suuks^ 
the eondedcending faniitiafity, which be* 
fore shebeesne exclusively attached to one 
joati had distinguished her conduct to all^ 
were now wholly withheld ; and though 
die eye of Coloftel Vane no longer beheld 
ber, her manner wa& such as would hare 
gratified even his jeabus feeling and rigid 
id^as of propriety, ifz being under the in* 
fiuence of jealoitey be capable of ever see- 
ing things as they really are.— Besides, the 
recent loss of an unoffending and afiec* 
tionate reiation^ the consciousness of her 
being a lone and insulated being, and the 
conviction that weakh and indepeadeace 
are empty possessions if they are unaccom* 
panied with the ties of iatnitf l^v« 4»mL 
the plea^wes of d^liestic ifitfeticoapse^ 

damped. 
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damped that gakty A;(^}Hch. used to KSffVf 
her^kilo esH^esB of livriinefie) aad t^rt^wa 
poBfirve slmde over har coumon«acci> 
wbidr^mthout cHmifii^ag i\b bea^^ ia- 
x^redsed its mteresl.. 

The fir^night of Coloniel Vane'fe arrival 
in Lcmdpn^ he \(^t to the theatregixHeod- 
ing to pred^t hiiDs^lf the next day, au- 
thorised by a letter frcym OptainGUnton^ 
at the houseof EUa's friends* It so t^ap 
pc^ed that Etia and her friends^ attended 
by genttemen ^o had dined wi4h tbem^ 
went to the same theatre, and sat in a box 
oppe^te td the one which the Colonel 
had Altered. — What a welcome opportu- 
nhy for » man of bis disposition ! — H^ 
could wafich unseen the conduct of the 
MKnnmi he loved y when surrounded by 
other men^ and when unconscious of his 
jrastr^ing presence ! He did watch her, 
o^erving as be did so the paleness of her 
c^k and the thinness of her perscm, oc- 
casioned. 
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canned, he hoped^ by anxious attendance 
on her relation^ and also (but this be 
scarcely dared whisper to himself) by some 
anxiety of a more tender nature, — Nor 
was she in her usual spirits.— In short, be 
Ideally saw her as I have described her 
abore ; and with all his propensity to turn 
and ivfisji her manner and conduct izito 
what ,he disapproved, he was forced at 
length to allow his heart to be gladdened 
by the conviction that her conduct that 
evening, though she was surrounded hif 
men who evfdently admired, and sought 
every means of engaging her attention, 
apd paying her what the French call ^ 
petits soinsy was exactly such as h^ should 
wish to be that of his wife; and now 
from the bottom of his soul he wished 
that wife to be Ella Mordaunt. 

Full of these proper wishes and just rcfe 
solves, he was preparing, — though nqf 
without trepidation, and all hope of being 

beloved 
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beloved haymg vanished from his mind,-^ 
for well does the bard say, " The lover is 
^ man afraid,'* — he was preparing to go to 
the box and pay his compliments to Ella, 
when a brother officer came hastily up to 
him, and begged him to go out with him 
instantly. — ^He did so ; and had the mor- 
tification to learn, that if he wished to 
prevent a duel between two hot-headed 
young men of his acquaintance, he must 
follow him instantly to the Bedford Arms* 
He did so ; and was detained there till it 
was too late to return to the theatre. 

The next day, however, he resolved to 
make himself amends, and call on Ella ; 
and if he found her alone, and that she 
received him in a way that should encpu^ 
rage bis hopes of her liking him in secret, 
he thought, yes, he was sure that he 
^ould declare his pasdon. — Accordingly 
he set eflF for Montagu Place; — but he 
had the mortification of learning there 

that 
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that Miss Mordaunt, attended only by her 
servants, had set off for Wales^ befeg 
summoned thither by the illness of a 
friend. — ^ How unfortunate ! *' thought 
Colonel Vane : ,** but I can inquire wWch 
road she took, zn^ follow her. — ^Yet, no 
»— then I should Gommit myself — ^for what 
right could I have to foHow her, unless I 
went on purpose to make her an oflfer of 
marriage?** And saxJ, disappointed, bat 
stilt too cautious and undecided to end his 
anxieties at once, he returned to his bote^ 
and Ella pursued her journey unincei^ 
rdpted. 

The two months that ensued were 
»ionths of great anxiety to Colonel Vane, 
for Ella did not write even to her friend, 
the betrothed wife of Captain Clinton; 
and all that was known of her was, tto 
ihe was in Wales — but that her servants 
were returned to Bower Wood ;— and all 
they could tell of their mistress was, that 

her 
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her return was uncertain. — However, ju^ 
as. Colonel Vane's own regimeW had b^a 

ordered to W- , and fead march^ ift, 

Elia retiimed to Bower Wood and alone^ 
but was almost immediately joined ther^ 
by friends fixun Losdon. Colonel Vane 
was not slow to pay his compliments to 
£Ua on j^er ardtai; and if Embarrassment 
cf cxffimner^ and eoHittibn too stroz^ to be 
i^ojacealed, wwe requisite to convince him 
he might offer without fear of being re* 
fosed, Ella's appearance when she first 
saw Goloni^ Vane was Sufficient to lay 
every tender appaiehension to rest, and 
eisco«Tage;him to hope for all that hede- 
sired.^^^But this- embai^rassment and dus 
eoaotk^n did not seem to ordinate fl7^er€/^ 
la the bonsciotts feelii^s of a susceptibie 
as»d attached woman ; her cheek k^ 
i^yiBg irom ^ed to p^le,/from pale m 
redyand her aa^n^er changing from kind^ 
1I0SS to cbMpiesi^ aiid from open|:]kess to 

sudden 
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sudden reserve, during the whole time that 
he remained at Bower Wck)d. — However, 
when he took leave^ she cordially bade 
him consider himself as a welcome guest 
at her house, and fixed a day for his dining 
there. — ^^ Strange, uncertsun, variable, 
but ^fascinating <:reatm:e !'' Aoi^bt Cob- 
ncJ Vane as he left the house.— ^* How 
-miaccountable was her manner ! — A paia- 
fulj not a pleasing consciousness seeoifdi 
to oppress her during my visit ; and she 
looked as if something weighed heavily on 
her mind. — ^What has she been so long 
about in Wales ? I wish I knew/' 

I shall pass over the few succeeding 
weeks, and content myself with saying, 
that every day decreased Colonel Vane's 
distrust of Ella's capaUlity to make him 
happy as a wife, and increased his admira* 
tion of her charms and her virtues :— 4>itf 
he had not made up his mind to (fiscloae 
the state of his heart to ha*, when Elkt'^ 

friends 
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friends proposed a voyage down the Wye, 
Mid Colonel Vane was asked to join the 
party. To a propo^l ^ likely to make 
him still more acqiiainted with the cha« 
racter of Ella be joyfully acceded ; and 
as there was no other «ngie man of the 
party, Ella, without any design of his or 
hers, ^;^s left to his care ; and she could 
without impropriety hang on his arm^ and 
walk alone with him on the beautiful 
banks of the river, and along its wooded 
focks, though such familiarity and distinc- 

ticm wouki in tfie streets of W have 

been wisdy judged indecorous.— -And 
while has heart was still more softened, 
buH more attached by the endearing fami- 
fiarity thus a:idured, and by the beauty of 
the surrounding scenery. Colonel Vane 
t&egot he had ever heatated, and was only 
withheld by the emotion and timidity of a 
lover from avowing his passion ; when an 
accident threw him off his gusu'd, an^ 

made 
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mtcb^aii imiatedbie ftvowalm^ ict of dtity 
and hQtskq^.t^A^ Elband Coiooel Vane 
veii((liedfth« bofti on cbeir reiunr from 
^ vkwi^ U^^ruutsof Goodricti Gaflik> be- 
fere the rest of the company, '^ PeriiajpB^" 
md Elbt^ ^^ourfri^s aite» seekio^ms; 
you lii»d bdt^ try to find than, wbtle I 
ik in »he bwt." — Sk) sayii^, urit^wot 
traiting for asmtmce, die atiemptsd to 
enter k : but insti^d of putting her focrtin, 
s^e put k against the boat, and byd^ 
suddmnesG wkh wfakb k moved wmj 
ahe was precipitated head: fortmmt iilo 
^ river^ and «o nearihe boat, that to 
dianger but for immediate succour woaW 
hiave been great. But ColonelVane jiinlp- 
^ in after her, and in a minute tnomdie 
was ^afe on Undy and much koa aiannad 
than Colonel Vane binifielf.— Indeed-AiB 
agkation resembled phfi»isy--4ie eknpU 
her alim^st conWsiv^y^to hiB;b«toin^ los* 
tlaimiikg, ^'Dneadful! «Ot«« the mt^m 

jk oiose 
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dose once mbreov^r alf -that I mam love 
OQ earth ! But she U ssJe, I hitve t%ictied 
kei-."^ Then barsting fWo tears, he hM his 
face hi his hands, regardless who nt^tnessed 
the expressions of his tenderness and his 
emotbn ; while the sad scene of his father's 
detth again H^d in his remembrance. 
By this lime the rest of the party arrived, 
and were fiiU of consternation at sedng 
Ella and Colonel Vane^s wet and miserable 
eondhbn — smd not a little agitated when 
tbey learnt the cause. — ^But to obtaiA a 
changeof clothes where they were, seemed 
difficult if not impossible; and as Ella 
professed that she felt no alarm lest she 
should take cold, they all entered the 
boat, and desired the boatmen to row as 
fast as they could to Monmouth. But 
itibt fast enough could they row for the 
sd^amied filings of Colonel Vafie^ whose 
appreheiaions lest Ella should suSerfrom 
sMag 80 ki^ m her wet garments took 
iroh. II. F such 



:^mk «iilirjejH)$8«68bQ of bis mmdyUiatUf 
MUfld ^'^coniaiamlfocsopk liim, azid 1^ 
^coiiUl scaipcely preserve hk twip?r wbe^ 
j»is cgmpaiHnim allowed tbetr oira ^ttleor 
law to bi^ called off frpm £Ua by the auX^ 
Increasiiig bemty o£ the iock», oa ^tk^ 
fide pf ibcA I xi9tf, he4:;oiild scamre^j. r<e^ 
ism f»>m (parrel&ig. wkh. £Ua ba^c^ 
wbes she ciiadcavottiredy duHij^ v^ioljr^ td^ 
prevail on tbem all toeuip<aiid jmlkjyifh 
a^ ia the cMtom, the very higb» gpsa)Ei4» 
and wooded yodc^xaUed Symon'g T&ttr^ 
orgiog the necemty of m tiqie being W* 

don.— ^But £Ua bad no fear, in> paxi^ 
£edinga wbalsever ; and perbapalj^ l^^^y 
diough fitttteFcd ^te of b^ s^ri^ paiE^ 
pMamre her fima the ilJMffS Cgloa^ 
Vane dreaded £c>r her ; for ehe now aaw^ 
love tsiuiQf^hant owr every other fOQH^ 
ffpffifit? hi the IMA whom ^be prtfifntfA 
^ ^veiy other; aod abe a]i» aai^ t||3^ 

after 
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iAet ^m pttbiie 4%>Iay of Id9 \ 
be irai bound by every hottounble paok 
(^e to floake a direct a^iovil of hit 
wkhes and intentioBar-'^&r ftttdda anA 
cotnpamam fek die same neeessky ; aad 
bes^ coMtteed that opportonity alttw 
irad aovr wai^g tm lAat pairpot0,-*-«w 
Mon as EUa and C^md ¥ine 1m1 nuritf 
a dMioagfa dtange of niamat u Mo» 
antetfa, smd tfiere wiis aa esease fiot leatw 
ki^^Bin togtfher, the wbok pdrtycon- 
tnned^ for difiefent ivasoni^ to Jeaw dm 
taoax, and Ckdwel Vate na bnger dai» 
fjwfcd Ae loDg4tttfditat«d aad lopg^ariJied 
dedMition* 

Brtt Efia'a aimrer was sot exac% lA 
bis hesot d^maadddy tkoiq^ it uras what 
hk judgemdnt c^^proved. 6fee frwUf 
told Idm,^ ^t tlttMgb her &eifaigt w&[^ 
dedddtty m hb £itoi»^ her reascm vu 
A wvb ecaaae- die kiwr that iUr tvan^ 
i^ hGUtonm ^noet deddecHy:dbaqntttnred^ 
vl; IP 2 her 
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her mahnetis, and she was firarfui that the 
time might come when he might feel a 
return of his old prejudices, and wish he 
hiftd not Ibrmed so hasty a connection.—- 
She therefore insisted that they; should 
both remain unfettered- by any engage-* 
m»t for six months to <x>me, in ord« 
d^ if eithar of them shbtki in that ikne 
see cauiserto bveak off the connectioa ^i« 
tirely, he or ^e might be at liberty to dd 
so* with ' |lerfebt honour and propriety : — 
and to this condhion Cokmel Vane re- 
luctamly. assemed. — ^In the mean while, 
Ella wa8 to admit his visits as an approved 
though not aitirely an accepted lover f 
and with judgements satisfied, but both 
with hearts discontented though relieved, 
they walked out in search of their friends^ 
who saw on Eib's countenance an expres>- 
sion of cheerfukc^ to which it had beeit 
teng a stronger, and'wereiuot slow to c^ 
^ver tbecauset>f it.— Time now flew on 

rapid 



ra^d wings bcHh to KUft and €dk>fiel 
Vane ; for, aft «he Iwid alan^ys a pr^>er 
dbperone staying with her, »he was able 
to admit his frciquieipt. visits^— rBut ia the 
mkt of iheir happy prospeate^ and vfhm 
sm&dmce had replaced dis^uf« m ^ 
smddi Cokmel Van^.^emptatioa^ to a 
fekpse were thrown in bis way, whiol^ 
though his r^i^cm lejed^ his fi^dKi^ 
werejunableeAti?pJy, to resist. 

He pne day rec^^ed aa aapnyqaonii 
letter^ which was 9a £p}lo\rs: 

" Awake from yoiir dream of confix 
dence and bliss I Awak^, Coboel Vane, 
^tthe voice of a; sincere friend^ and pcgob 
d^r over the followii^ facts. 

" Misa M— — went suddenly into 
Wales — the pretence tq yisit a dyii^ 
^r^^, a relation* On entering the f^o» 
Ctf?Uty, she dismissed her servanlss,— aiid 
she reamed in two months time», p^^^ 

thin^. 
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drin, 2ttd diqirked.-^^Evtr dbice^and t^0i 
up to thk very day^ she has been in the 
fasUt of lismg bdfoie six o'clock, dM 
^walkiDg to a cottage two miles from 
Sower Wood, where die nmmes 9mi, 
aomedmes weeps over a beautiful mtun 
mi^ large bine ejfes and iMg dark eye* 
lasbes. — ^You and I hare seen such eyes 
beforei»--48 sodi a wo«»aA w^diy to bt 

your wife ? No, Oolaoel V • S%bt 

HOI this necessary wttrm&g. — ^Awake, itir 
quirey and.act accovdfligly. 

*' A Fbjend to the Bratx." 

^ Vile scrawl ! lAfemous caknnny f * 
mei Colonel Vane m the ^rst moments 
of receiving it, — ^and wiser in these mo* 
ments than in the subsequent ones ;— for 
in spke of that indignant disregard which 
every just^ rational and honouraUe bemg 
4mght to feel at anonymous blander, ano« 
sym&us accusation^— -every time he read 
< • the 



the letter, »d he fe&d it often^ be ques^ 
tfoned more md moi« the poMbilky of 
any one's dariag to make sudi charged 
tf whoHy unfounded ; and his refleciiofMr 
ended in a firm resolve to endeavour td 
»certain lirst, wbeHver it vfBs true that 
ber servants had been disnoissed ; and so* 
sendljr, if she really rose early and walked 
before breakfast. Though he had not, h^ 
felievedy the remotest idea that if there Wat 
a child at the cottage, that diild was £U 
fa's, — ^yet was it not mean to act on infor* 
mation which might only be the result 
of malignity ? Was it not a justice he 
owed Ella Mordaunt, to bum the letter 
and forget its unworthy contents? So 
reason, justice, and knowledge of the 
world adviiBcd ; but the disposition of Ck> 
tonel Vane was such as to render him in- 
^pable of listening wholly to these sug- 
gestions, and he resolved to proceed ac- 
eofdingly..*— But as soon as he saw Ella, 

and 



and bfhfld ^h,9,fr^H^ ^|g^^9^.,(?xprq^ 
sion pf pieasijr^ w|iic^ beai^ed in hei; eyes^ 
and mantled on her cheek, whgn she wel-r 
corned him that evening tp Bower Wood ;. 
he, even he^ forgot all his suspicic^s, and 
gave himself up once more to the joy o^ 
loving and being beloved. — The next day, 
however, as he stood admiring the pro-, 
spect at the door of Bower Wood, after, 
alighting from his horse, Ella's old botler, 
accosted him with *'A fine prospect, sir/*^ 
— *' Yes,** replied Colonel Vane, " itis :*' 
and then (for the opportunity was irre- 
astible) he added, ** but you saw much 
finer in Wales, Jermyn, when you attended 
your mistress thither.** 

*' No, indeed, sir,** replied Jermyn : 
" for we did not go far with my mistress — 
she sent us home and went on alone.** 

At this confirmation of the truth of one 
part of the anonymous letter Colonel Vane 
absolutely started, and entered the house 

in 
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la some perturtiition of mind. Ella soon 
saw that something had disturbed him ; 
Jbut as she could not suspect the cause, 
she only thought it was a cloud that would 
soon blow over again. After other con^ 
rersation^ he contrived to turn the conver- 
sation on Wales and its beauties ; and 
glancing his eye on Ella, he observed her 
turn pale, and then. red^ in evident confix 
saon. 

*' I tfiink/' said he, "you were twa^ 
months in Wales ?/' 

"Yes;* 

**-In what part?" 

** Ohj quite amongst the; mountains— - 
in a: very sequestered spot/* 

" But you walked and rode out to ^se^ 
prospectsj I conclude ? " 
. *' No, very little — for I was chiefly 
confined to a sick bed ; and—'' Here^ 
Eila's voice faltered, and with tears in her 
^es she left the room. 

f5. **What- 



106 APPEARAltCE m AGAmcr HtA* 

^ Wlat co«Ad excite lt»3 evi^eM eino^ 
ma r thougitt Oolopei Vane : ^ W^iy 
that conscious asd alarmed look when I 
mccitiotted Wales ? Why that che^ j^ik 
•and red by turns V^ And when Colomi 
'¥«ne took ieare of £Ua that n^^ he 
ifras oKiSsbus of a d^red of ccMness i& 
iiiB nwmer^'^riiich he vi^etted^ l^^ioiiid 
not aker. 

But what did he suspect ? Not that 
£ila had ^me htfo^ Wifes, a& the Amet 
hinted, to be confined,^ «nd had brought 
her in&nt'to be nursed iq her ne^hbm^- 
hood : — NOi he wa$ izo*^ lieJoUd ootai)- 
spect that ; and he tertainiy wookl not 
go to the cottage to isee:^ there «vas -jei 
child diere wkh eyes lurid eyelaaMs like 
Ella's y but he woiild^ as iie befisat^ Te, 
«lved^ diBCover -wheth^ she ^wattiLed out 
atone early in the moming. He waa faWt 
ever spared this iii^ry ; for a gfnfteftw 
said to Ella in his pi«Mice> 

"Surely, 
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^^ Swiely, Mis8 Mpfdiaati I hsLve seen 
^fM tvice this we^ on tke road to D*---~9 
^ralk&ig dkfne^ at ^ o*ck)(^ m tbe rncMm* 

*^MeJ O, — yes — Aat Is, — Oj— y€«, 
veiy Kkdy/* replied Ella, pale, agkaicdl, 
afid v^ry evidently shrtnkk^ &om the io- 
qumog eyes of Coloael Vaene, which were 
fixed upon her. 

♦* ! Aought it must be you by the form 
afid atr,*' eontkiMd the gentilemati } ^^ and 
tlioagfa ! ^a* going i^ieisaot footing, I ^ 
would have stopped to btive paid my com* 
plknents to^ you, but you vanished' bodi . 
rtiffies mddeifdy $ and 1 thought I«awyott^ 
go4ma a cott^e in a fieML^' 

*♦ I ifed go into- a cottage ia a field,*^ 

vtpSwd Blla gn^dy^ and in a /voke nearly 

;teMdn£t wi^ emotion ; 4}ien tuming to tha 

person nest heri^ she changed tke convert 

nRtioti : «nd aot long after. Colonel Vane,* . 

OB pi^teMe of waaia^ ?ijade&r tliegocKi 



fifnhi^ >he9lth» raqg for his horse, and 
^rmgiog(oait» -.m it into a full gallopi 
^i^^ hop^f tq escape^ by speed from tb^ 
oeces^ity ^d t;he agony of thought. But 
liQ >xnu$£ at; length terminate his gallop ; 
lAidbio must 4kt last allow himself leisure 
fsit ihougfat. — What was this mystery cc»i- 
cemii^ tb^e tcHtage ? And ought Ella in 
their present relative situation to have any 
foncealments from him, or to be involved 
in any mystery? — He thought, and wisely 
thought^ noiy — ^for it was impossible for 
him to <:onceive of any circumstance suf- 
ficient to acoHiiitior conduct at once de- 
trimental to his peace .smd h^ own rep\i* 
tation. He returned, however, to Bowa: 
Wood to dinper : and when Ella, wth 
the looks and accents of unsuspicious 
love, tenderly hoped he ws^ better, and 
tba^ the ride and the air l^ad j^ecovered 
him entirt ly, he tried, and for a while the 
tml succeeded, to banish all unpleasant 
to ideas 
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ideas from bis mkid^ and to believe her 
not only free from guiltj but in this in^ 
stance free from error also. These happy 
feelings, however^ were not doomed to 
last long. He found lying on his table 
a second letter in the same hand- writing 
as the first ; be opened it with a trembling 
hand, and found that it contained these 
words: 

«< BUnd and incredulous man! I see that 
you stW hesitate to believe my friendl]^ 
information. Go then to the cottage at 
six o'clock. any mornings and let your otvn 
tyes convince you of my truth. Why 
should sm innocent woman have a child 
under her care without your privity, and 
unknowii even to her own servants^.Tbink 
©f Mafa master Ford.** 
. By thiis quotation, it shouldseemthat the^ 
writer was acquainted with the jealous and 
»iq;Hciousnatureof Colonel Vane; for Ford 
himself ji^as not maxe apt to feelings oftbat 

nature. 
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nature, and never was there man cm^^srhoBr 
ianonymous letters, Ae vilest agents of the 
vilest beings, were more Iflcdy to exert a 
most pernicious influence, 

^ Yes, I wai go,'* said-Golonel Vane to 
Wmself. ^I will see, and judge for myseit'^ 
*-But a second and a third monung 
came, and still he went' trot ^ fw, tf he 
was deceived, the delusion was so dear, 
that he could almost have exclaimed, 
^ And if ¥m cheated, cheat me still ! *' 

But a third letter came to wet his a^*« 
most blunted purpose,-^blonted latterly 
by this consideradon, — " If she has a ae. 
cret, whatright'have I to inquire into it 
against her will ?" However, on the re^ 
ceipt of this tidrd letter, he argued thus,-^ 
** What right has she, under our presetit 
circumststtices, to have a secret of so «u- 
gricious a nature concealed from mef ** * 

The letter was as follows: \'^ 

^* I have donewith you— you are a dupe^ 

and 



APPEARAKtSE IS AfJAJNST HER. Ill 

ftnd deserve to be cne^ and no one w3t 
pty yottj for *fcfewamedi foreanned/ 
aaye the proverth'-^bcrt yoti demise warn- 
ings, and I must Jeafve you to your fate." 

The ne« morning after the receipt of 
this. Colonel Vane rose before ax, and 
soon after that hour he was on the road 
to D « ^ ^ while before him, at some 
distance, he saw a lady, who he was sure 
was Ella herself. Soon after be saw 
her with nipid step turn into a field, smd, 
looking back as if feaffol of b«ng ob- 
served, he beheld her enter a eettage^ 
So far was consistent wiA the statement 
in the letter. The neact fact to be ascer- 
tmned was, what the cottage contained | 
and feat^l of discovering, yet resolved to 
discover,, the truth, he walked basdly 
en, though forced to stop and tid^ 
breath as he proceeded, emoQon almo^ 
depriving him oibis usual powers, till «l 

length 
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length be reached that s^t, pregnant ttilh 
^ happiness or miseiy of bk futui^. 
life. The door was open i and csmtuig 
a' hasty glanee forwardf, be saw Ella sk^ 
ting with her back to the door» holding* 
an infant in her lap, over which she seemed 
tb be weeping while she caressed it, and 
as> be gazed' ih breathless agitation be 
heard her say, ** Poor unconscious child} 
poor Ella ! thou didst ctst thy mother 
dear indeed ! " A de^ sigh, luid an ex^ 
clamation of * Gracious Heaven !* which m^ 
voluntarily escaped Colonel Vane, caused 
her to tUm round ; and starting from her 
seat, while she ^clasped the infant to ha!^ 
bosom, she stood looking on him in 
speechless silence ; and with a Up pab 
and quivering as his own, at length she 
recollected herself sufficiently to ask 
fiphat brought him thkher at that early 
hour? mingling with be* words anaip<^- 

^ - |)roti4. 



ptp)ld defiaace^ froqi t^e consdou^^^ 

h^ actions* , : ,, 

''.These bn»igt^t w^ hithey/f relied 
Colonel Yaneb i4qu^ at b»r i^9X^i ap4 
^I^eseion, 2»d putting ii^tp hfr^lrwibHAfe 
hand the anonymous liters, daj^tjjpg^at 
her at the same moment a k^ pf indig? 
nant inquiry. t . , 

. £i]a hastily perused t^e bascr^ calu^r 
ni^us; pag^. ** So, sir^'* shej awvered^ 
r^urniflg thm with seeming calmness of 
manner^ though her whole, fraipe sbopH 
^th indignant agony, and hex lips were 
parched with agitation, while her air wa^ 
one of haughty disdain — " So, sir, you 
came hither on the information of an ano« 
nymous correspondent !** 

" Yes, madam, but. a well-informed 
one,, it sQ^ms; for I have found all that 
these ktt^rs contain ^?ue." 
" Indeed {" she exclaimed with almost 

wild 
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^M emeekm, fi^f sbe i^tnemb^red that i^ 
letter*wricer instnuated that she was die 
mother of the child whom she held in her 
«rai64 Colonel VaUe answered not to the 
^clamatton^ b«it to the erpt^ssion of her 
eount€i3ance^ when fte repSed, ** Y*e^ 
madam, yes, and I demand of you whose 
k that infant whom you ar^ preesmg- to 
your bosom ? Tellme, I conjure you, teM 
me/* 

• *^ Ne^r, never*; sk*,*^ she refuime^ 
surveying him with a Ibok' of scorn •tnl*' 
iitterable, *' But you forget^ sir,** rfhe 
addid with a sneer^ ** y^ur anonymous* 
friend has informed yoa whoi9e ct^ it 
is.'- 

^ ^* Ella, dfearest Ella,'* cried Col. Vaue, 
*' for I do love you, I love you still, spite 
of-1 — "" Here he paused. But Ella's 
form and fsure relaxed not in their Ic^ 
carriage and expression, and^ he €ondnu«ed 
Hm^: ** Rack me hot^ I conjure yoii, 

with 
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vifith this cold contemptuous silence } 
say bat that you are innocent; say but 
that these scrawls are vile impostures.*' 

** What ! when you have yourself pro«* 
nomiced them true ? What ! condescend 
to assure the poor dupe of an anonymous 
ifender that I am; wronged and inho* 
cent? Never.. You are welcomei sir, 
tobdieve what you please, and from this 
moment I desire that we may be strangers 
W each other : the terms of our engager 
tnent were such as to make a dissolution: 
of it easy.^ 

"•• Then be it so— and let us never meet 
agjrai," repHed Colonel Vane, enraged 
and indignant in his turn; *' we never 
will meet again, and the poor dupe bida. 
you an eternal adieu." 

So saying, he rushed out of the cottage,. 
and was out of sight in a moment, leaving 
£Ua motionless, with her eyes fixed on 
the door through which he parsed. But 

when 
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^'hen she. recovered herself, ** Wh^e is 
the child?" cried Ella.—" la the cradle. 
Shall Ibrii]^ it to you?" answfered the 
wjQxnftn. " No. Take it away, take her 
away, I will not see it, lest I — — — *' 
Here tears, friendly tears, came to her 
relief; and after giving way to them some 
considerable tiqae, she was able to walk 
home with slow and faltering step. How- 
ever, she pursued her course, every mo- 
tnent expecting to see Colonel Vane crc^ 
her path, and beg her to listen to him 
once more ; for could he really have seei^ 
her for the last time, and bidd^i her fsu^e- 
yrell for ever ? No — it seemed impossible* 
But she reached home without encounter- 
ing him, and even without seeing him at 
a distance ; and as soon as she entered 
the house she stole into her own apart- 
ment, and, having undressed, went to bed. 
Then ringing for her maid, she told her 
she was .unwe}l> and desired not to be 

disturbed 
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disturbed till she rang aj^in. But it was 
not rest which she scmgbt, for well she 
knew that rest must be a ' stranger to her 
eyes. She only wanted the still solitudfc 
of her bed, the friendly concealment of 
her closely drawn curtains to veil tbd ^69 
wd^hed down bf tears, not sleep; aifd to 
eoaWe her, \mdist»rbed ' by the look of 
pity or curiosity, to liVe over agam tfie 
pSinful events of the last hour, and M- 
dsaVour to act by the suggestions, if pos** 
siWe, of unprejudiced reflection. But 
^at was the prominent image in her. 
mind ? Her lover influenced by a base . 
^onym(Hi8 slanderer to suspect her of in* 
a<Mitinence, and convinced of the truth, 
(rf the slander by the evidehce of bis own 
s^ses ! And was the man who could thus 
suspect, and thus believe, deserving of her^ 
lovey or capable of making her happy? 
No^ — surely not ; and her indignant soul 
revolted at bis influence, and resolved to: 

jshake 
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^hake it dff for ever. But were not: his 
SQspiciott xittd bis beM^ excusable? Had 
heiiot iai>way$ disapproved her manners, 
tabd al^vays on his ocwn rigid principles- 
been apprehesisive of what such conduct 
mgfat*lead to ? — And was not all that Ae 
letters pointed out true?*-^Had she not 
(Hstnissed her servants on entering Wsdes? 
Was there not a child at a cottage whom 
she visited dandesiinety, caressed, and 
wept over? and had not Colonel Vane, 
the man whom she loved, and meaiHr tor 
marry, and from whom, therefore, die 
ought to have had apparent no con*' 
cealments, — ^had not be seen her cares^g 
and weeping over this child, and stealing 
t» her cradle when others wefe still wrapt' 
m unconscious sinmbers ?<--^WotiId mt 
itntf man have been staHled at such tdo^ 
cfcleneef and was it not, therefore, piiti^ 
dbnabte in a mia of Colond '¥2yae^s m^ 
tUK^, and prec<»cie^6d opbkibits, I* M^^ 
''i-'"' her 



lier guilty, in the first tra&vports ai hm 
^uprise, as4 to act» especially nvib^tt 
ii:«at6d s^ shfs treated I^oiy upon the mn 
fulae of his finst impressioos, mi tbe re-^ 
auk of first aptpearances ? * 

I am sure that tb^ esdcts not a mm, 
or woQiau of aa affectionate aQii gimsraw 
oaturct mho would «ot much ratber. 
Ubme diemaelvQSt than blaoie the ol^eot 
of their esteem and tendei^ess } aod 1 1^. 
also SHure that there is no feeUug so difficult 
tp^beborwy as the conscious de^iulatiiw^ 
ia o&e'a iasteem» of the ofafect one hfl»^ 
fopdly adoned. 

' £Ua's nature vaa affectiooatc^ wis gie* 
wraua; a&d ds soon as abe could s^Mr 
ceed iQ fficutpatins b&c iQver, mi m^ 
oilpatnig faectfi^ mudi of ksac itgMQF 
s)4)Bidedt shmI hor c^fi»i^d pri<^> ^- 
SQQse c£ jnjitfed imftoceno^ lost cooiMlc^ 
^ciikA fomtat ta distress h^«"r<-^^ 1/ 
eiUbi^d toofti^ pndiV 'M »)1^ Ms 

temper/' 
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temper^** she said to her^elf^ — " I should 
have . considered the deposition of the 
nian, and made altowances for it : — but 
he wiil reHirtij at least I hope he will ; 
and then^ painful and difficult, in my 
opioioA and with my conviction, as the 
task will be^ I will disclose the whole se- 
cret to trim^ and satisfy even the wildest 
of his jealous aj^reherwons!" These 
thoughts, these soothing thoughts, though 
at first they fluctuated, at length became 
stationary and uppermost in the mind of 
Ella J and at five o'clock she rose, 
dressed for dinner, and made her s^ 
pearance at table. But her swelled eye- . 
lids, her pale cheek, and her abstracted 
air, would have been sufficient of them« * 
sdives to convince her anxious friends that 
faier illness was of the mmd, nctt the body, 
hsbd they not been informed by an <rffio^ 
who calied at Bower Woed^ that he had * 
Iten Cokmel Vwe IqoUng vtry HI, md 

even 



evea a^tated io' asT andimaonei', «t'off 
for L0nd<m in the mali-dMtch tfaic day^ 
tbnee, and that he had. 6>Id hihi' he^xlid 
not know when he i^uld rettm^^r-Wah 
dus judden and^ulwscpected departure th^ 
gue^s at Bower Wood beared thatfiibi^ 
contflttiatioii in hiepiowh Voom vn^otsm- 
aect«l, and as^ socaie as thty bebeM 1m^ 
thQ0 felt all thehr fears coniimied« 

Ella however did notmemion ColcMd 
Vsme^ and she kept up her spims by ih^ 
hope that she should either see him or 
km from hkn before, the evenings bnt 
v^n nme o'clock arrived, and he neither 
caine nor sent^ her fortitude. forsook h^, 
afMJk it was with difficulty she could attend 
tOtjor answer any question proposed to 
heff««<-r*Mrs* Beknont, one of her guests, 
smngr ^^ 2ri:>seiice of mind, thought that 
i^W0oUfelbve lMri)Mnd>*pefb«p^ were 
8|«ito^ ham^ai^ jappoitumy ^m her of 

. ^OL. II. G . Accord- 
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Accordingly die said, " So, Colonel Vane 
has deserted us today !** 

** He has, indeed, I fear," replied 
Ella bhishing, " 1 do not think he will 
come now/' 

** Come now!** cried Mr. Belmont. 
** No, certainly not — surely you know 
that he is gone to London ?*' 

" To London !** famtly exclaimed 
Ella falling back in her chair, and fixing 
her eyes wildly on Mr. Belmont, who gave 
as succinctly as possible the intelligence 
he had received. — Without speaking, Ella 
immediately took a candle, and running 
out of the room did not stop till she once 
more reached her own apartment, and, 
locking herself in, gave way to the agony 
of her soul. — "Gone! gone indeed! 
perhaps never to return !** The idea was 
insupportable, and she passed the night in 
wretchedness easier to be imagined than 
described. — ^But the next morning a short 

but 
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but refreshing slumber aftar day-break 
brought with it calmer feelings and more 
soothing thoughts.— If Colonel Vane had. 
ever loved her, and if he was the good and 
honourable man she thought him, he 
would Write to her in a few days, or he 
would return ; and as the sweetness of her 
temper, aided by her habitual piety and 
resignation, led her on principle to dwell 
on the bright rather than the gloomy side 
of her prospects, she arose resolved not 
to distress her companbns by the induU 
gaice of grief that it would give them 
pain to witness^ and excite in them a fruit* 
less tormentmg wish at the same time to 
remove. 

Colonel Vane^ meanwhile, was arrived 
in London, after a journey which, as he 
repented of it during the greatest part 
of the way, was therefore of the most 
painful and disagreeable nature. — And 
what was he going to do in London? 
G 2 what 
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what had he gained by leaving W-^ ? 

and what had he accomplished ? He had 
contrived by so doing to give immediate 
publicity to his rupture with Ella, which, 
unless it was really to be eternal, had 
better not have been known at all. But 
was it, or was it not, an eternal rupture ^ 
Might she not explain every thing to his 
satisfaction, and forgive his suspicions ?— • 
No: — she had herself distnissed him, 
scornfully dismissed him, desiring never 
to see him more^ and refusing to answer 
any interrogatories. And would not an 
innocent woman, proud, and indignant 
under the sense of injury, have acted thus ? 
But then could a guilty woman hav^e acted 
otherwise? He did not know what 'to 
think ; and so lost was he ia his own re- 
flections, that the mail* coach had reached: 
the inn-yard, and his servant had asked 
him several times whether he would have 
z hackney-coach called, before he recol- 

lected 
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lected where he was, and was capable of 
giving orders. Aj length he found him- 
self seated at breakfast at a coffee-house, 
and had next to consider his future desti- 
nation. But Ella and Bower Wood, the 
future happiness which he had expected, 
and the present which he had so recently 
enjoyed, were still and ever present to his 
imagination, and he found that he could 
do nothing and resolve on nothing till he 
had written to Ella. — As soon as he had 
formed this resolution his mind felt re- 
lieved, and his letter was such a one as 
must, had it reached the place of its de- 
stination, have had all the effect which 
he desired. He conjured her to make al- 
lowances for his disposition, and to con- 
sider how* much appearances were against 
her, — to ask her own heart whether, in 
their circumstances, she was not to blame 
in having a secret unconfided to him ? — 
and after professions of the fondest and 

mo£t 
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most devoted attachment, he conjured 
her, if she still loved him, or if she had 
ever loved him, or if she had even com- 
mon humanity, to write to him imme* 
diately, and explain away entirely, if she 
could^ — and he did not doubt her ability to 
do so, — the causes of his distress, and the 
grounds of the anonymous accusation.— 
If she did this, he would immediately re- 
turn to W , and they \»ould jointly 

endeavour to find out his mischievous, 
but, in some respects, only too weU in- 
formed correspondent. 

Having written this letter, on which, 
spite of all his manliness and all his ef- 
forts, a tear or two had £dlen. Colonel 
Vane unfortunately gave it to his servant 
to put into the post-office. — ^This man 
happened, on his way thither, to meet a 
former fellow-servant whom he had not 
seen for some time, and was prevailed 
^upon to go to a public- house with him. 

The 
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The consequence was, that having been up 
all night on the top of a co^cb, be waS: 
very soon intoxicated ; that the letter waa 
forgotten } and that, after accompanying 
his companbn to different ale-houses, and 
reeling about the streets in almost un- 
conscious inebriety, he did not reach the 
coffee-house where his master had takea 
up his abode till four o' clock in the af- 
ternoon, and only just time enough to go 
to bed and slec^ off* the fiimes of intoxica- 
tion before the Colonel returned at elevea 
o'clock at night. Colonel Vane had wan* 
dered forth, he scarcely cared whither, 
till he found himself at Grosvenorgate, 
and was tempted by the fineness of the 
morning, a clear and frosty morning in 
January, to walk along the as yet lonely 
footpath on the side of the park. Uni« 
formity of motion is certainly in unison 
with the sameness of incessant uneasiness, 
on one subject, and Colonel Vane walked* . 

at/ 
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at least three hours at the same speed, 
backwards and forwards, on the same 
spot, unconscious of passing objects and 
of the lapse of time. At Iragth, how- 
ever, his attention was attracted by a gen^ 
tleman who, with his hat pulled over his 
eyes, was running rather than walking on 
the opposite path, and seemed like him- 
self, for he too ran to and fro on the same 
spot, to be too much absorbed in bis own 
feelings to attend to any thing external 
The appearance of cheerfulness, if it had 
attracted, would not have fixed the atten- 
tion of Colonel Vane at such a moment } 
but there was a something almost akin to 
madness in the restless gait of this man, 
that irresistibly drew and fixed the eyes 
of the colonel upon him ; — and almost 
involuntarily he left his own path and 
crossed him on his. He crossed so near 
him that the gentleman could not help 
starting, and as he did so their eyes met. 

■ The 
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The recognition was immediate and mu^ 
tual, and Colonel Vane found that the 
p^^on who had thus interested him was a 

Colonel Rivere, erf the regiment, 

wiio had been hb school-fellow, whom he 
had ever esteemed, though circumstances 
had shaped their course diflferently in 
Kfe, and whom he was even delighted to 
see again. But his pleasure was soon 
damped j for Colonel Rivers wrung his 
hand in a sort of speechless agony, and 
burst into tears. 

" Good heavens !'* cried Colonel Van?, 
" my dear Rivers, what can this meant 
Are yoUy too, unhappy?*' — It was some 
moments befbre Colonel Rivers could 
speak with sufficient composure to inform 
him that his wife, whom he loved with the* 
most devoted affection, had ever since her 
last lying-in exhibited symptoms of a de- 
cline ; that though she was not likely to re- 
cover she might linger many months ; and: 
G 5 that. 
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that his regiment was then under sailing 
orders for the East Indies! 

The afflicted generally imagine thar 
own sorrows the most difficult to be 
borne, and are jealous of their supre- 
macy in suflFering. But Colonel Vane 
felt the difference of an affliction without 
hbpe, to one which hope alleviated : he 
also believed, when successive years had 
proved * the wife still dearer than the 
bride,' that the agony of eternal separa- 
tion must excel every other ^ecies of 
anguish ; and that Colonel Rivers's fare- 
Well to his dying wife would exhibit the 
very acme of human trials. 

" What can I say to you, my dear 
Rivers?*' replied Colonel Vane, affec- 
tionately pressing the arm he held, *^I 
could tell you, 

< Each has his suflferings> all are mcir 
Condemn'd alike to groaa:' 

bat 



but I conceive that your trial is beyond 
that of most men-^-and I pity, you from 
my soul/* — ^There was nothing consola^ 
tory certainly in this speech, in one sense 
of the word} yet Colonel Rivers felt 
soothed by it, and still more by the tone 
and manner in which it was uttered. — 
Here was a. man^ who acknowledged the 
greatness of his misery, and who entered 
kuo, who understood his feelings ! 

" My»dear Vane,** said Colonel Rivers,. 
*^ what a comfort it is to me to ha^'e met 
you ! If you. can forgive the selfishness 
that dares invite you to the house of sick-.- 
i^ess and. of sorrow, perhaps you wilL 
spenrl the day with me ?** 

" Most gladly,** replitd Colonel Vane;, 
while his friend little thought that at that 
moment the house of mourning had more 
charms for him than the house of gladness. 
- " My poor Spphia will be glad to see^ 
you,. Vane,** said Cokmel Rivers, " she 

is 
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is better in an evening — indeed quke her- 
self — but her nights are dreadful. I bad 
not my clothes off last night, and ^tting 
up had made me so chilly and uncom- 
fortable, that I came to take a run in the 
park in order to warm and rouse my- 
self, -and also to combat painful feelings. 
You remember Sophia, Vane? *Twas 
soon, after we married we saw you in 
towii.*' 

*' Remember her ! I do indeed — she is 
not a woman to be forgotten, Rivers ; I 
thought her a pattern of female loveliness, 
mild, modest, delicate! " 

^ And to think that I must lose her,. 
Vane!'' 

'* But is there no hope ? ^* And im- 

mediately Colonel Rivers, though pro- 
fessing that his hopes were over, con- 
vinced Colonel Vane, by the favourable 
symptoms he enumerated, that he did at 
times flatter himself that,, at least if he 

could 
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could Stay with her^ she night struggie 
through. But tl>e idea of bis departure^ 
and in order to ga into a service of actual 
danger, if he survived the voyage, was. 
more than her present weakness could 
bear up against, and the hour of his bid-- 
ding her farewell would probably be the 
signal of her dissolution. 

" Horrible ! '* exclaimed Colonel Vane 
with great emotion. " Spare me, dear 
Rivers, I cannot bear it 1*' And Colonel 
Vane did not speak again till they reached 
Colonel Rivers's house. He found his^ 
wife in a quiet sleep, the first of many 
days ; and the feeling of hope which it 
excited, restored to him some of his usuaV 
cheerfulness; and he, though evidently 
Colonel Vane did not, enjoyed the hours 
which, no longer claimed by aflfectionate 
solicitude, were given to the enjoyments 
of friendly converse. But Rivers soon 
saw that his friend endured rather than 

relished 
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relished conversation^ and that his look 
was that of abstraction ; and as he had 
heard of his attachment and engage- 
ment, he feared, though he vwas too de- 
licate to mention the subject, that Colonel 
Vane's unhapjMness proceeded from that 
quarter. 

Tliough Colonel Rivers talked of sub* 
jects quite foreign to his own distresses,. 
he frequently recurred to them again, and^ 
he mentioned with gr^at anguish his jna*^ 
biJity to negotiate art exchange which he 
had once hopes of doing ; and as he said 
this, he saw almost with alarm a sort of 
wild expression pass over the countenance 
of Colonel Vane, while at the same time 
he started from his seat, and walked with^ 
rapid strides across the room. They were 
called at tea-time to the dressing-room of: 
the invalid, who, being informed that 
Colonel Vane was with her husband^ 
earnestly desired to see him^ and had. 

caused 
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caused herself to be dressed and sealed in 
her gre&t chair to await his vkit. 

Ck>lonel Vane's heart beat with agita* 
tion, spite of himself, at the idea of seeing 
the woman whom he bad last seen in all 
the pride of youth, beauty, and happiness^ 
now struggling with a mortal disease, and 
agonizing that heart of which she had 
then been only the hope and the delight. 
But be saw tittle change in her appearance, 
the close dress of sickness hid ks ravages, 
—it was her hand alone,^ thin, and nearly 
transparent, that betrayed her real situa- 
tion, and contradicted the brilliancy of 
her colour, and the lustre of her eyes.*— 
Fever not only lighted up her features, 
but gave playfulness to her conversation j 
and she seemed, while approaching appa- 
rently to the verge of death, like a bird of 
beautiful plumage hovering over a dark 
and deep abyss. While she was thus- 
amusing herself by conversing, and alarm* 

ing 
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ing while she entertained her husband and 
bb friend, who listened to her with * fear- 
ful joy/ Colonel Rivers was called out of 
the room on business, iand Colonel Vane 
left with the invalid* 

** Come nearer to me,*' said she, ** t 
wish to speak seriously to you. This is- 
a sad business. Colonel Vane, — ^I mean- 
my poor husband's not being able to effect 
an exchange; — for it will be the death 
of me, 1 know, though I do not telt 
kim so because it would distress him. L 
should get well if he could but stay and 
Burse me, — of that I am sure ; for ever 
since he got leave of absence, and came 
to me, I have been so much better ! It is^ 
so different, you know, to be watched by- 
eyes that love one, and to be waited upoa> 
by the hand of affection ! I protest that 
the medicines I have received from my 
poor William, have had more effect than 
any I took before he came, and the food 

which 
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which he cut for me has been more noa» 
rishing. — ^Yott smilej Colonel Vane, (he 
did smile, but it was with tears in his 
eyes,) but I assure you all this is true — 
and then* I sleep better when I know he is 
near to watch my slumbers, and that my 
eyes when I awake will open, on his**' 
. The egotism of the sick and the dying is 
as interesting in proportion as that of other 
people is wearisome and disgusting ; and 
Colonel Vane^^listened witli respectful and 
affectionate attention to the incessant va« 
lability of this amiable sufferer, while 
every word which she uttered relative to 
the exchange, and her assertion that her 
death would be the certain consequence 
of her husband's departure, sunk deep 
into his memory, laying up a store for fu- 
ture considei;ation. 

" Oh ! Colonel Vane/* continued Mrs. 
Rivers, " Rivers has been the very breath 
of life to me from my earliest days. — We 

have 
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have loved each other from childhood! 
and I do not remember to have ever 
looked with complacency on any man'a 
fiace but his, or known pleasure from the 
attention of any other of his sex*. I ne« 
Ter bought even a ribband without con- 
sulting him : — when present with me, i 
never saw any one but William : when 
absent, his eye, like to the eye of the deity ^ 
seemed stili upon me ; and I never spoke, 
or kx>ked, or acted, but as I fancied he 
would direct or approve.'* 

^'Angelic woman!*' cried CoI<me! 
Vane, kissing with a sort of reverence her 
meagre, burning hand, " would tteit i 
could have been loved thus !** 

'* Doubt not but you will be so loved,** 

* Qu' il est digne dt en vie le sort de la femrre 
qui peut avoir atiisi conserve la plus parfaite unii^ 
dans sa destinee, et n'emporte au tombeau qu'un 
souvenir I c*est asscz ponr une v'lej^ 

.Co&iNNfi| vol. L p. 2^ 
replied 
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replied Mrs. Rivers smiling, ^^ if you 
hare made a proper choice, — ^£Dr so do all 
virtuous women love/' 

At this moment Colonel Rivers re- 
turned for a few minutes ; and as Colonel 
Vane remarked the look of confiding and 
even exclusive tenderness which she gave 
him, his pity amounted to anguish at the 
thought that his friend must soon behold 
that look no more, and he was forced ta 
turn to the window to conceal his emo- 
tion. — When he was again left alone with 
Mrs. Rivers, for Colonel Rivers was forced 
to leave them for a few minutes more» 
he saw that the exaltation of disease 
was over, and that it was succeeded by 
its languor and lowness. — ^'Oh, Colonel 
Vane !" said she, " remember, if love like 
ours has its pleasures, it has also its pangs I 
and think that in proportion to the happi« 
ness of our existence together, will be the 
agony of our parting, — O that parting I 

And 
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And to undergo it when I am certain, if 
William could but stay with me, he would 
save my life!" — As she said this. Colonel 
Rivers entered unperceived ; and the ago- 
ny into which her words threw him was 
so great, and gave birth to a scene so ten- 
der and so distressing, that Colonel Vane 
vowed within himself, if Ella's answer to 
his letter was not satisfactory, and did not 
prove beyond dispute that her happiness 
depended on a union with him, he would 
offer himself in exchange for his friend, 
an4 brave the united dangers of battle 
and of climate. — But he justly con^dered, 
that he had no right to sport with the hap- 
piness of Ella, and that it was only as a free 
and disengaged man he could with pro- 
priety take the place of Colonel Rivers, 
and do all in his j>ower to save from dis- 
solution an union at once the object of his 
envy and admiration. 

With these feelings, these convictions, 

and 
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and these resolves, he returned to his ho- 
tel. His servant was only just risen and 
drest when he returned. *' You put that 
letter in the post, I hope, James ? " said 
Colonel Vane. 

" Letter, sir ! O dear, yes,-^certainly,' 
sir ;'* was the answer : — but then and 
only then had James recollected there 
was such a letter, — and he felt first in 
one pocket, then in another, — but no 
letter was there, nor in his waistcoat 
pocket, nor on the bed, nor by the bed- 
side: — -in short, the letter was lost, he 
knew not how, — or whether, before he 
was drunk, or while he was so, he had 
really put it into the post-ofEce. — If notj 
and if he really had dropt it in the street^ 
he trusted that some one would pick it up 
and carry it to the office. — But he flatterr 
ed himself: — the letter remained where 
it was lost ; and as James was not honest 
enough to own his carelessness to his mas« 

ter. 
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ter, Colonel Vane kept wondering from 
day to day that Ella did not answer his 
letter ; while Ella was feeling equal won- 
der that he did not write, — ^Yes, Ella 
from day to day was watching, vainly 
watching, for the arrival of the post: and 
though with that absence of selfishness 
which distinguished her, she struggled 
to conceal her wretchedness from her 
guests, they easily perceived that her laugh 
was without mirth, and her smile was 
without serenity. 

While Ella was thus a prey to unavail* 
ing anxiety, she received a summons from 
her lawyer to repair to London on busi- 
ness, as she was now of age, and her pre- 
sence was necessary in order to sign some 
papers. The occupation of business and 
change of scene could not have occurred 
at a more fortunate moment; and as 
Ella's London guests were on the eve of 
returning to the metropolis, her journey 

was 
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was rendered as pleasant as it could be in 
her distressed state of mind, by their pro- 
tection and society ; and in London she 
might hope to bear or see something of 
Colonel Vane. Thither, therefore, she 
repaired full of anxious expectation, leav- 
ing strict orders to have all letters sent 
after her to the house of her solicitor.— »- 
But from the first hour of her journey to 
the last, £Ua, as long as there was light 
to distinguish objects, looked eagerly from 
the windows of the carriage, fancyiiig 
every horseman was Colonel Vane, or that 
every chaise or mail-coach contained him. 
She was under the same delusion as she 
drove along the streets of the metropolis : 
her fancy pictured still the image which 
her eyes pined to behold, till the carriage 
stopped in RusseUsquare, and she found 
herself welcomed by her solicitor and his 
family. . . 

Colonel Vane during this time was as 

anxiously 
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aQi(ic^ly waiting the j^ppearance of- the 
g^er^ postman in the street of his hotel : 
but^g»/oftm^ had ^w elapsed, ami he 
had -nearly, convinced •himself Ella was 
silent because s^ coujd not, dared , not 
teU thp trqth : in short, he construed her 
silence, into a proof of guilt, and was re* 
sqlved, as his Ufe was of no value now to 
ai>y one, that, he would offer himself in the 
place of Colonel Rivers, and at every risk 
to. his own life endeavour to save that of 
perhaps the only estimable wife (his mo- 
ther excepted) whom he had ever known, 
and who was really seemingly better from| 
as she declared, the watchful attetition of 
her husband. — '' But I will not be hasty ; 
I will wait a day or two longer ; she may 
be ill!'' and as this thought cqbie over 
his mind, a flood of tenderness over- 
whelmed his soul, and he felt that to quit 
England and Ella perhaps for ever^ was s4i. 
effort beyond his power to make. — Colo- 
nel 
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nd Rivers had notr, by the advice cfhet 
physician, borne bis drooping wife to the 
milder air of Devonshire f and Col, Va&e^ 
deprived of their society , which en2d>]ed him 
to fly from the agonies of hfs naind, was 
now in the habit of going to the theatre in 
order to escape from himseif—rwhen lo ! as 
he had once before done, he beheld the 
woman wbose image was ever present to 
his thoughts, and whom he had so lately' 
fondly fancied ill both in mind and body 
from his sudden desertion, comfortabJy 
seated in the dress*boxes, and smrounded 
fay smSing women and attentive men! 
True, Ella looked pale, ill, and almost de« 
jetted; but her dress was studied and 
el(<gant, and i3ie passing scenes on the stage 
seemed capsMe, when her companions al- 
lowed her to attend to them, of attracting 
her attention and beguiling her of a smile. 
~CotiM he attend? could he smile? 
No, no ; — he fek too acutely to be so 
vou lu H easily 



146 APPEARANCE IS AGAIKST HER. 

easily stolen from himself! — But she felt 
nothing ; and she could' hasten to the me- 
tropoUs for the purposes of amusement ! 

Thus unjustly did he judge of Ella from 
sippearances which were as much against 
himself ; for, had she discovered him at 
the play, might she not as .reasonably have 
atdributed his journey to London, and bis 
ymX to the theatre, to the desire of enter- 
tainment and a love of pleasure ? 
• Whil^ he was thus thinking, and gazing 
*on £11^ the whole time with looks ^' more 
in sorrow than in anger/' envying and 
hating at the same time a very handsome 
yoyth who was continually leaning down 
to speak to Ella, and evidently imcon- 
scious of the presence of a^y one but 
herself, — a young raa» whcMn he scarcely 
knew entered into conversation with him, 
and, being vain of his knowledge of gi^t 
people^ was officiously pointing out the 
box of Lord this, and Lady sucb-anroije^ 

adding, 
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addii^, ^ His lordship is a chai-mkg man, 
I have die honour to know him well :*^— - 
or, " Her ladyship is the most defightfal 
of women, and an example to her sex. — 
But there> Colonel Vane, in that box is a 
hdy of a different descriptbn,*^ pointing 
to the private box in which was Ella,<*— 
^ that is a very fine woman, though 
somewhat passee both in face and reputa^ 
tion — ^Lady Harriet Bentham.*' 

** Lady Harriet Bentham !'* exclaimed 
Colonel Vane, thrown oflF his guanl ; " I 
protest so it is !"— And Ella was at the 
jilay with a Lady Harriet Bemham I 

*' Yes, sir," resumed the young man, 
*' there is Lady Harriet, and with her Miss 
Mordaunt the great heiress, as usuaU* 

** As usual, sh: ? — ^What do you mean 
by that?*' 

.*^ Just what the words import. Colonel; 

— that Miss Mordaunt is very frequently 

with Lady Harriet Bentham, whose hus« 

H 2 band*s 
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band's nephew, that pretty yoiing man^ 
is desperateiy in love with Miss Mordaunt; 
and it has long b^n supposed it will be a 
Hiatch.^ 

A dagger would have given less pain to 
Colonel Vane than thfe speech :-^-but 
surely it could not be true : — ^if Ella had 
long known Lady Harriet, he must have 
heard her say so : — or, perhaps, conscious 
that he would disapprove her having such 
an acqusantance, she concealed her know- 
ledge of her carefully from him ; for she 
bad prored that she could hide secrets 
from the nian she professed to adore and 
meant to marry ! Alas ! when confidence 
28 once destroyed between the lover and 
the mktress, the husband or the wife, it 
is ino'edible what impossible thiogs they 
will not believe of each other, and never 
never is confidence once weakeaed, to be 
restored to its primitive strength. 

'^ Bot ape you mra, sir, that J^fiss Mor^* 

daunt 
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daunt is, or has been, much with Lady 

Harriet Beritham?'* 

" Why, really, sir," replied the young 
man pertly y piqued at having his know- 
ledge in a certain way' doubted, " I think 
I must know, as I have the honour to be 
rather high in her ladyship's good graces ; 
a!Kl at Malvern and Cheltenham both I 
have seen Miss Mordaunt I am sure, un- 
fcss I am losing my memory, under Lady 
Harriet's protection ** 

Colonel Vane at hearing this started up 
and almost gasped for lireath. — *' What !* 
said he to himself, ** and have I been on 
the point of marrying the companion, the 
protegee, the pupil probably, of Lady Har- 
riet Bentham ? — Now then I can believe 
any thing ; and now I can with pleasure 
resign her to that grinning fool yonder ; 
for I would sooner perish than take for 
my wife the intimate of Lady Harriet 
Bentham. — No no ; and her sight is be- 

come 
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come hateful to. me. — One look more> and 
th^n, fascinating but destructive, fatal wo- 
man, farewell for ever ! " — He did gaze on 
her once more ; abd making a great ef- 
fort, he then rushed out of the box and 
returned to his.hotel. 

Who can calculate on ih$ mischiefs 
resulting from the weak boa$tiugs of va- 
nity, uttered by impudence and supported 
i>y folsehood? Who can say to what 
degradation to oneself, or desti-uction 
to another, the indulgence of vanity ipay 
not lead ? It may only be weakness in 
the first instance ; in the second it may 
be vice. — This Mathews^ only began wirfi 
the paltry wish of raising himself in Go- 
Jonel Vane's eyes, by showing that he 
was known to the noble and the fashion- 
able; but he ended in absolute false- 
hood, as soon as he fancied that know- 
ledge questioned ;-^^for he * never saw 
.Miss Mordaunt with Lady Harriet either 

at 
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at Malvern or Cheltenham, thottgh hehad 
seen* her there with Mrs. Anne Mbr- 
daunt : and the real fact was, that EHa 
had never till that evening beheld Lady 
Harriet. But who was this woman, with 
whom a man like Colonel Vane, nice 
and rigid in bis ideas of propriety, would 
not allow his wife in any degree to asdcJ- 
date ? — She was an earl's daughter, but 
the wife of a. private gentleman; and no 
woman ever perhaps practised more scni- 
pulously the christian rule of ** Do aJs 
you would be done by/' 

Mr. Bentham was rich, therefore she 
married him; he was weak and timid, 
therefore he indulged her; he had his 
vices, and consequently from a principle 
of justice he pardoned hers : — and as he 
well knew, that if he continued to livis 
ivith her, even virtuous women of unble- 
mished reputation would, for her rank's 
sake, continue to do the same, he oblig- 

ingly 
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ingly. resolved to ^ake all bef conduct in 
^ood part J, for the countenance of a hus- 
band to a wife is like the cover of a se- 
cretary of state^ and franks any rubbish 
through the post-office of society that 
$tands in need of its assistance. 

Lady Harriet acted up to the holy 
principle I have before mentioned^ by 
fthowiag to the tender weaknesses of other 
women that indulgence which she required 
fer her owm Hence her house^ a house 
eoBslsting of various apartments^ was al- 
ways at the service of her friends, whether 
f&r the single tete-a-t£te| or the supper 
eonostk^ of many tete-^ tetes, or under- 
Stood trrangementSy or the busy crowd 
00 favourable to conscious lovers, or the 
dinner, to present admiring strangers to 
each other and facilitate the means of 
more intimate and frequent meetings.—- 
Amiable benevolence! generous con^« 
deration for the kind-hearted of both 

sexea! 
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«ejtes!. &iit Colonel Vane was not of ft 
humour to regard this virtue in Lady Har*. 
riet with any thing like complacence; 
wkI while he reflected on' her couveniei^t 
friendship^ and still mor« convenient man- 
rioa> one cannot blame him fpr thinkjng 
*mth aversion of marrying the protegee olF 
Lady Harriet, and for feeling the warning 
in the anonymous letters as bang in rea^ 
the warning of a friend.— tie waD^ed t<^ 
his hotel in agonies that ahnost d<^vedi 
mm of the power of exertion ; While the 
cottte^iptibie being who had oocasionecl 
<hem was saying to some of his acquaint- 
ance who entered the box wiere "he sat, 
it was pity they iiad not come sooner, 
th^t he tAight have presented <them •to his 
fciend ttife <!e4ebrated Colonel Vane, wfeb 
^pras just gonei 

After a night of anguish, yet of firm, 

1^11 founded resolves^ Colonel Vane arose 

very iate ih the day^ 4etermiA^ to 'fffite 

n5 to 
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ito Elh once more ; and» in bidding her a 
inr^ fairewell, conjure her, if she wkhed, to 
Keep only the rewinan/ of reputation, to 
break off all acqoamtance with Lady Har- 
riet Bemham. And while preparing to put 
hh de^n ia e:2(eoutIon the post brought 
lum a letter from CokMiel Rivers^ written 
in a state nearly of distraction ; — for it 
informed him the purser was already gone 
to Portsmouth, and he was on the ev§ of 
'murdering his adored wife by bidc&ig her 
a last adieu ! — " Not so. Rivers, not sp !** 
exclaimed Colonel Vane nearly chol^ 
hj emotion^ ** I will go— yes, I will go to 
the War-office this instant ;" and he im- 
mediately set off. As he passed through 
Bond-street, the carriage of Lady Harriet 
Sentham passed him, and in it he beheld 
her ladyship, Ella, and the nephew d 
Mu Bentham : the latter listening with a 
blushing cheek, downcast eye, and pleased 
expression of countenance, us be tl^ought, 

' to 
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to this supposed rival. " It is enough^ it is 
enough," said he to himself. " No no— 
2 hare no regrets nom, and welcome ladia^ 
welcome years of banishment !*' 

He went to the War*ofEce, preferred 
his petition to take the place of Colonel 
Vane, and it was willingly accepted. As 
socm as the business was settled, Colondl 
Vane ordered a postchaise and four, and 
travelling all night arrived at Sidmouth 
late the next day.— But late as it was, he 
would not, since he had such good news 
to communicate, delay seeing Colonel Ri- 
vers till morning. He therefore instantly 
repaired to his lodgings, endeavouring to 
forget the misery he had experienced on 
the road, in the benevolent pleasure which 
lie felt that moment, and to lose all sense 
of his own blighted prospects in the re- 
vived ones of his friend and his truly va* 
luable wife. When he applied at the 
tied-up knocker to the door, he fslt almost 

choked 
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choked ^ith emotion y but that Mrs. Ri- 
vers still survived he learnit, or fancied he 
might conclude^froip the knocker's being 
still mufHed, If so^ he came perhaps to 
save her lifej at least to lengthen it ; and 
it was in a , scarcely audible voice thatlw 
inquired whether Colonel Riv^$ was at 
home. 

" He is, sir/* replied the servant widi 
tears in his eyes^ ^^ but be can see no 
one} for he goes to Portsmouth to-mowcMir) 
and we fear my poor mistress will hardly 
survive his going." 

** I must see him> however; and I am 
sure he will see me/* replied Colonel Vane 
in, a voice scarcely articulate.—'' Tell him 
iiis friend Colonel Vane is here/* 

The man replied by a took of incredu^ 
lity, but immediately went to his masto*^ 

As soon as Colonel Rivers heard who 
was below^ he came down to welcome him* 
** My dear Vane,** md h^ "this is kind: 

I know 
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I kriovsr yon come to 'suppoft in fc^ greifc 
ttbl my poor dying——'' Hi^ cmM Uj 
no more, while Colotiel Vafte had wrong 
his handi had ^uppresfsed his rimg sob^ 
bmudnerai^ times, bdbr^ b^ c&^d dfr& 
colate one w<»'d, though t1hat \^<ird wa6 
to ra«se Colond Hiv^d'irom degpobdeii<^ 
to hope, from positive misery to c^^dpa* 
rsiive tetppinesG. At tellgtl^ however, he 
«d, " No, Rirers^ I am mk' eome lor 
the p^aipoteyou nfdndoil--for your ytnk 
Iks no soch trial to undergo^ I tomb to 
tell yba thiat I htave proctired ^stfi ^Kchimge 
fat yoti, and your si^sthute sets off to- 
«iorrow xnormi^, in your place, fidr 
Portsmouth!** 

Colonel Rivers was for a foment tob 
sBHdi overwhelmed la be thh to spedk^ 
as much overcome by joy as he wAs be- 
fore by sorrow; iHit when he could sp^, 
he could hardly find wc^ds^strong eHfougl^ 
te thank Colonel Vane lor '^e ^feat 
7 trouble 
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trouble which he knew he most have 
taken to do him so great and difficult a 
service. •* And how, then,*' added he, 
** you must do me another — ^you must 
break the glad tidings to Sophia; for I am 
too much agitated to do it, and should 
alarm her." He then led the way ; while 
Colonel Vane joyfully anticipated thegra^ 
tification, a gratification for which he had 
paid very dear, of witnessing the happi- 
ness which he had done so much to insm^et 
, ** Sophia,'* said Colonel Rivers, " hew 
is our fri^d Vane, our best friend, our 
friend indeed !" Mrs. Rivers raised her 
head, and, fixing her dim eyes on Co* 
lonel Rivers, replied, ** Why did you 
leave me ? I can ill spare you one moment 
of the few that remain for me, even to 
.Colonel Vane.'' 

^ " You hear her ! " cried Colonel Rivtrt, 
and rushed out of the room* 

" There, now he is gone agaial" exr, 

claimed 
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claimed Mrs. Rivers : " it is rery cruel in 
him ; for yoji know^ Colonel Vane, we 
are to part to-morrow for ever !*' 

** I hope not, I trust not, I am sure not/' 
replied Cel(Hiel Vane, taking her moist 
hand in his, *^ I trust you will pass many 
tappy jears together yet." Mrs. Rivers 
turned her large expressive eyes on him as 
he spoke, as if to reproach him with mock* 
ery of her situation. Colonel Vane could 
not endure the look; and leaning his 
head agaiiist the ride of her chair, " For- 
give me," he said^ "but emotion, emo- 
tion of a most pleasant nature, overcomes 
me.— ^Mrs. Rivers, you have as yet borne 
iup against affliction; can you, do you 
tinnk, support the emotions of joy ?" 
: " Joy !'* she answered, seizing his arm 
and gazing on him as if she would read 
)us soul, ^* Joy ! can there be any joy for 
me now ? — ^Did I not tell you he \va8 to 
leave me to-morrpw ?" 
^ . "But 
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^ B4it suppose he is not to leave ytm 
for days, or w^9, or perhaps itKHidis ?* 

*' An(J is it so ?" die excl^med with a 
scream of exultatiofi. 

*• Yes,--4Ui eicchaiige has been et 
fected, tnd /go ki$tm& ol him to India! " 

It was impossiUe for nature, weakened 
as hers bad been, to suppoft this sodden 
and overwhelming joy; and when Colone) 
Rivers re-entered the room, on Colo^ 
Vane's cal'Hng for help, he fbnnd his wife 
ftl«ted in Ciolonei Vanel^s arms. Bm iifc 
was not long suspended, — stoe rei4ved to 
meet thx)se eyes of tore fixed on her, 
which she feared ^ was soon to meet no 
more ; — and ih a transport of holy joy aoid 
gratitude, if I may so app/ly the term, ^ 
woman, whose eyes had never rested on 
any man but her husband, cm: seen any 
onebeside him in the creation, now threw 
Iter arm round t3ie neck of Coionel Vane, 
and pressed her tearful -cheek to bis. 

« Rivers/ 
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" Rivers/' said she, " how can we 
thank him?" 

" No better than by letting him witness 
the happiness he has conferred.*' 

" But oh ! to think that Ae must leare 
us, 80 soon, and go where he is gbmg 1" 

^* What is ail this?'* replied Colonel 
Rivers: ** you surely will stay whhi^a 
few days?" 

" How can I ? The purser is on board, 
and I must gd at dawn ;— fot it is / wTio 
go instead of you, Rivers ! " 

I will not lengthen my story unnecessa- 
rily by describing what Colonel Rivers 
Etelt and said, nor Tiaw little the unhap{^ 
Jisappointraent which Colonel Vane had 
net with, and which he honestly confessed 
nade all scenes alike to him,, was able to 
econcile him to the idea that for his sake 
Colonel Vane was going to encounter 
I anger in various shapes, and tha^ his 
tappiness was purchased at so dear a rat<J. 

But 
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But CokMiel Vane's departure would 
probably save his beloved wife, and she 
was certainly dearer than his benefactor. 

** But to business. Rivers," said Colo- 
nel Vane : " I shall leave you a list of the 
things I shall want to be sent af:er me^ 
and your outfit of linen, &c., as we are 
.almost of the same size, will serve 
me on the voyage." — To be brief: — at 
,dawn Colonel V;iae set off o& bis-journey, 
with a muid supported and cheered by a 
consciousness of the good he had probt- 
■bly secured to two most amiable beings, 
and followed by their blessings and tfadr 
prayers; while still the look of comTort and 
quiet, which beamed on him from the eyes 
;of Mrs. Rivers even through the tears she 
shed when she took leave of him, haunted 
bis imagination as he travelled, bright and 
cheering to hi3 lonely and melancholy 
way, as a sunbeam to the wanderer over 
the trackless wa*te. — ^Too wretched for re- 
pose. 
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pose, too restless for a moment's deby. 
Colonel Vane stopped not till he reached 
Portsmouth. He went immediately on 
board, and triced in thcv novelty of the 
scene around him to forget the misery 
that occasioned him to be there. 

But to return to Ella^ and to explain 
why she was at the play with Lady Har- 
riet Bentham. Mrs. Rushbrooke, the 
wife of Ella's solicitor, a most respectable 
lawyer, wa% in her way, as respectable 
as her husband — with the. single draw- 
back of coveting what she could not attain, 
viz. general and easy intercourse with 
persons of high rank and fashion. But 
she sometimes contrived to pick up a few 
stray lords and ladies as she perambulated 
the gay scenes of a crowded assembly, 
who, having no objection to grace a table 
filled with choice dishes and firie wines. 
Were contented to be on the visiting list of 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. RushbrcDke, and admitted her m 
return to tlwir sweeps once a year. Some 
of these titled guests were, though of high 
rank, not of high fashion, and were thinly 
scattered m Mrs.Rushbrooke's assemblies, 
like pine-ap|>les in a dessert, too rare and 
precious to be had in profusion, and, like 
pine-apples, were sometimes a little de- 
cayed at the core. But they looked well, 
and, what was b^ter, their titles sounded 
wefl; and Mrs. Rushbrooke consitfered 
nothing else. Stiil it wouFd have Beefl: 
rather wonderful that Lady Harriet Ben- 
tham should become Mrs. Rushbrooke^s 
guest, and take her with' her to her prt 
vate boK at the opera and playhouse, as 
Lady Harriet was not only a woman of 
high rank, but of the first order of fiishion, 
if it had not been generally known, first, 
that the lady was poor, and Mrs. Rusb- 
brooke's purse was plenteoosly supplied 

by 
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by her husband; — secondly^ ttet Mr. 
Ru^brooke had a nephew who was 
toning forward at the Bat, whose lalentSy 
person, aad osannecs w^e ^mch as to 
make him a favoynle ii| that great world 
where his unde^s wife vainly willed to 
Bhine. But young Ruahbrooke.had .prides 
and Lady Harriet soon discovered, d^t one 
way to secure the affections of Risshbrooke * 
wooid be to give consequence to his rdli* 
tioos in his eyes, and that of a certion 
$et, by giving them an estree ioCo £ishiQD# 
able fife; and Mrs. Roshboooke, too 
happy to be called upon, and visited, and 
tsken into public byfiuoh a woman, tobe 
nice with re^)ect to the character dF her 
patroness, esigerly siccepted the profii^red 
Botke.^^or did Mrs. Ruahbrooke at aU 
suspect the maims of Lady Harriet's ad- 
vance ; for this her sd£*love forbade ; aM 
as she saw nothing reprehensible m the 
manners of Lady Harriet, she soon con« 

vinced 
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vkiced herself that the world had blamed 
her uiijiistly, and therefore did not scnipW 
to present Ella- to hernoble fiitmd, tseA 
request her to cbaperone the young 
heiress to the play ; ^ proposal which was 
excessively acceptable to Lady Harriet, as 
she knew her husband's nephew admired 
Ella, and that her husband wi^ed him to 
pay his addresses to her. To Ella, Lady 
Harriet and her character were iequallj 
unknown. Slander of every kind always 
was slow in its approach to Ella's doot] 
for- it knew that it was di£Ecuk to gain ad- 
mittance there. Bom of an ancient fa- 
mily; and possessed of great wealth, ^ 
was too conscious of her .own importance 
in the scale of society, to suppose ^ 
could derive consequence from an appear- 
ance of knowledge of great people, and 
tales of fashionable frailties, even if such 
knowledge had not been disgusting to her. 
And when compelled to credit such tales, 

she 
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she would observe, that even in that Une 
of life, so much more exposed to tempta- 
tions than our owo, it was the few, not 
t^ many, who brought themselves into 
notice by their vices— vices, which the 
rank of the offenders made peculiarly 
cpnspicuous — ^for in all xanks of life she 
^ew th^t the many^ of both sexes, go on 
quietly in the common routine of their 
duties, equally unknown to public censure 
ai^i public praise^* — She therefore thought, 
that to stigmatize the whole of the nobi« 
Iky as pro£%ajte) because some of them 
stood forth conspicuous for thm. profli- 
gacy, was as just* as 'it would be.to pro••^ 
npunce thsj^t country wholly deficient in 
emire> hat|itable, a^ .respectable man- 
sipns^ in which a few ruined edifices 
forced themselves on the eye, rendered 
prominent and remarkable by being on 
an elevated situation. 
It w?is not likely, therefore, that a wo. 

man 
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BM^k is msry c«rttio thdt^ IwtddtelcnfMHl 

a:«ost^4(Me#dba of hers, tbi^^^rmdd 

bi «xo dioftour «t aU ; and tlult to be^ 

faanger-a» dT litied pri^igacy^ howienr 

bigh ks'iaihion, wa6 beaeatb a viifuooi 

amd respectiMe wonaui.— ^ Hie poor ouq^ 

be bdd in the imn lett^« of i^eces&iiyv 

but the tkh aie^ktig^ bdmid Ae<»r ^f 

fiiducm by tfa<^ gotden diains of vcituty^*^ 

- Sm tbus fataHy, as we have seen aboY^ 

did the (&ty v»iky of a cofitemp^le he* 

mg opentle on ^e waAd of a raA end 

J€iiIoii8 one, to the pf^judiee and nratiy 

of an hosoarable and iimocent wmMaf^ 

and to ^ destruction of^faeliaffSnessNtf 

t9fo oihis feUow-cf^d^^ttres ; ihofi^h ir4l 

only too true, that as Ufa wto^ sOmrM 

*6ee Tales of fasWonaM^Iiiftj >'^^ 

- C0l6{»^ 



xompmy it tfiepfay t»dKa4WMaali of smpi* 
dws diaraotcr, ** a f yfc w iwfy mwu i gai gn 

The day but oite a&flr£ttaJiad vinitd 

)tt |>maie6s no Imiger required hat fott^ 
seace in Loodoa ; £or afae nor iio Hke« 
iiliQod of ficttng Caioiiel Vaae there ; 
i&d tf she was £ver to be so happy as 10 
fieeeifiea letter &om torn, she msbed to be 
ximeshe could gke way to her anxiety^ 
Md inditlge her eipectataoiis df beariag 
Irom him^ u»«atched by the eye eithet 
of cor^isiiy or coaipasskm : and at her 
0mn hsjme only, which she determined 
ht a-short tkne/^diould be a solitory on^ 
eoidd^he inikdge her leelings without uv 
ddieacy ai\d as^iout restraint. — Thither, 
'theae£ore| ^she was most, anadous to re* 
jmn i lar as Captaia Clinton and her 
inesd, ^wbo mZB now become his wife, 
we^e, unfovmnately kat Ella, stationed at 
QomBfey^ she could not have thdr so-^ 
VOL. 11. I ciety. 
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ciety, which would have been a great re- 
lief to her mind, and she consequently pre- 
ferred having none at all. As soon as 
she reached home, her first inquiry was 
whether somfe letters or letter had not 
arrived, which through mistake or neglect 
had not been forwarded to her: — ^and 
when she learnt that no letter bad reached 
fiower Wood, she felt a sad and oppres* 
sive sickness of the heart, to which it is 
;iot in the power of words to do jti^ce. 
But against the subduing power of this 
feeling she was able to struggle, and she 
•did struggle successfully, forcing herself 
to drive out every day, and showing hcr- 
jself as usual in the streets of W- ■, djut 
she might not be denominated a poor 
love-lorn, disappointed damsel, as the aid* 
den departure and absence of Colo^ 
Vane must have excited, she well kneii^, 
the curious and gossiping spirit of a town 

like W . But Ella had not resda- 

tion to go out till after the delivery of let- 

ters; 
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tefsj and till her servant returned from 
the ppst, she used to walk back warda and 
forwards in a. parlour which overlooked 
the back gate,, that she might discover his 
approach as early as possible^ and lose not 
a moment to ascertain the result of his in- 
quiries. These inquiries, however, still 
continued unavailing: — ^but at length c?ime 
a lette^r from Mr. Behnpnt^ which ended, 
jthus :.—*,' Mrs. Belmont and myself were, 
as you will suppose, e:;cessively astonished 
.tp.h^.of Colonel Yane*s having suited 
for the East Indies : but y.ou, .probably, 
.have.lo/ig known of I^is iatentionsj — I see 
by the. papers that he has sailed som^ 

The sudden desertion and the.cruel pro- 
ty^cl^d ^ence of Colonel Vanew^re cit- 
cu^^styic^s which it h^d required fM her 
^^itjude to bear up agaijust^ even when 
.^^eered by a hope^ however faint,, th^it 
sh^ might see hin^ again : — but now, }^h^n 
1 2 she 
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she tecollected that day after day, week 
after yxeekj month after month, nay year 
after year, she should no more behold 
that face, or Usten to that voice, which 
&ot to see and not to hear dming a lew 
short hours had so lately, so very lately, 
be^n to her a source of tender regret and 
a most painftil privation, she loathed the 
'^ght of day, as it would notbe|^addened 
by his presence; and the night was 
equally unwelcome, as it would no longer 
be.precmrsor of the mommg that would 
wstore him to her sight. Still mixed 
with the agonies of affectioni^ regret 
tirere the suggestions of offended priAe, 
and the consciousness of unmerited and 
unleeiing neglect. — Nay, his conduct in 
not writing to her since his departure, 
especially before he sailed, and in ord<r 
to make known to her his intentions, im 
such as, even in her |)artial eyes, to de* 
tract excessively from the amiabkness of 

lus 
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his character, and to make her reluctantly 
acknowledge to herself, that with a man 
of his disposition she could have had little 
chance for happiness. — But still she loved 
him^ passionately loved him ; and when 
she thought of the dangers which probably 
awaited him, her heart died within her, 
and she could scarcely resist her inclina- 
tion to give way to the inactivity of de- 
spondence, and allow it to blight all the 
prospects of her youth, and chill all th^ 
energies of her souL But a letter from 
Mrs. Belmont roused her a little from 
the state into which she was falling.— 
That lady had seen Colonel Rivers, who 
had given her a detailed account, which 
she transmitted to Ella, of his rencontre 
with Colonel Vane in the Park, and of his 
having been induced by compassion for 
him and his wife, added to the effect of 
,"his own disappointment, to take his place 
'and abandon his native country, he having 

been. 
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been, as he hinted to his friend, dismissed 
by the lady to whom he was engaged. 
Colonel Rivers added, that Colonel Vane*^ 
kindness had not been ineffectual, — that 
his beloved wife had mended daily whefl 
her peace of mind had been restored by 
the certainty of not losing his society, and 
that at length her disease had proved not 
a decline, but a vomica ; and that, an 
abscess having burst on her lungs, she hacf 
recovered so much strength since her 
tranquillity was restored, as to be able to 
five through the consequent weakness,' and 
would soon follow him by slow stages to 

W , whither he was going in order 

to supply the place olF Colonel Vane, — 
" As I find by this account/* added Mrs.' 
Belmont, " that you had dismissed C(h 
ionel FitnCy a circumstance I was before* 
ignorant of, I thought it possible you might 
not be acquainted with the above detril, 
and therefore I have given it to you.** 

" Strange, 
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** Sirange, inexplicable, inconsistent 
man ! to feel so much for others^ and so 
little for me !** exclaimed Ella when she 
read the letter, " Did he suppose I had 
not my feelings as well as Mrs. Rivers^ 
and that I should not suffer on the depart 
ture for India and its dangers, of that be- 
ing with whom I had so lately expected 
to pass my life ? Well, if he could so 
soon and. so easily resign me, regardless 
of what I might suffer, or fancying me^ 
too callous for suffering, it is fit that I 
should listen to the suggestions of pride, 
not tenderness, and scorn to waste in the 
gloomy indolence of disappointed passion, 
those powers which were given me to be 
of use and service to my friends and fel'- 
low-creatures. I thank, him, however, for 
his delicacy in simply stating that I had 
dismissed him, and not the cause of the 
anger which produced the dismissal ; 
though no one but a man willing to be. 

discarded 
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discarded would have acquiesced under 
a sentence evidenily the result of pique 
aiid passion." 

iThe arrival of Colonel Rivers and his 
interesting ^ife was expected by Ella with 
mixed pain and pleasure : but a terminal 
tion was soon put to this agitation ; for 
Mrsu Rivers fa^d a relapse, which, though 
a slight one, so much alarmed her hus^ 
band that he obtained ai longer leave of 
absence, and resolved to remain in De* 
▼onshire till the summer months. 

But the time now arrived which was 
to restore Colonel Vane to the undimi^ 
nished esteem as well as lore of Elia, and 
to substitute the yearnings of affectionate 
regret and the illusions of hope for the 
angry whisper of offended pride, and the 
complainings of outraged and despondent 
feelings. The letter which Colonel Vane 
wrote to her the day he reached London, 
and which was lost by his servant, had 

"fallen 
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fs^Iea wt p^ his cQ?^t poq^? oij^ ajoolfl, 
tajtered sofs^ which stood ia jhe chaml^ei: 
that the man occupied at the coffee-h^use^ 
and bad im^mu^ itself into a slit o£ the 
so£irCa9e, uader which it had completely, 
disappeared ; and there it remained till the 
case was* taken off for some puipose or 
other^ on which occasion it was discovered 
imiiqured, though much dirtied. Luckily^ 
also, the seryaut who found it remembered 
tb^ search for a letter which Colonel 
Vane's valet had n\^ldei in consequence 
of which the master of the coffee-house 
forwarded the recovered treasure accord- 
ing to tbe direction, inclo^og it in an en- 
velope, m which he stated 2dl he knew 
concerning it. As soon as the agitated 
but delighted Ella received and read tbe 
letter, all the mystery of Colonel Vane's 
conduct disappeared, and all its cruelty 
vaiushed. She undevstood, mi ^e e;c- 
cused his not writiflg a second dme^ as 
1 5 this 
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this his first letter remained unanswered; 
and she could readily conceive how eadly ' 
a man of his character was led by piqaf^^ 
ah d disappointment united to a betc^ ia«- 
rfucement, the hope of saving and servi% 
two amiable fellow-creatures, to take the 
step which bad plunged her into so much 
misery : and while in the triumphs of her 
joy, at finding Colonel Vane innocent of 
the fault which she had imputed to hiiti, 
she had mentally resolved to write to him, 
tb excuse her apparent neglect, and then 
j^ass the term Of his absence, whatever li 
might be, in utter seclusion, she recrfved 
another letter from Colonel Vane, dated 
dflPSt. Helen's, which, though it excited in 
her the greatest astonishment and indigna« 
tion, was welcome, as a proof how ten- 
derly he still loved, and how fondly re- 
gretted her, — though, as he declared, he 
would never have married the friend and 
companion of Lady Harriet Senfhum, — 

This 
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This lef^tGT was long^ an4 (;:oQtained a de« 
^gijptip4, of all his feelings since they 
parted. It told her how painfully his 
iietumiog tenderness towards her, had 
been chilled by seeing her at the play 
with Lady Harriet Bentham^. and by 
learning that she ha4 not, only frequently 
been her <;ompanion iif pi^blic^ but was 
also her friend in private; — that thus 
frustrated in his hope, or even in his 
wishf to renew his engagement with her,. 
he had resolved to quit England in pur- 
suit of danger, and in all probability of 
deatjhv) — But that he could not rest with- 
out conjuring her with his parting breathy 
if $he ever hoped to form a respectable 
counection, to give up the society of Lady 
Harriet Bentham ; as he was sure that no 
nun worthy her acceptance would ever 
marry the friend and associate of so de* 
graved a woman ! 

Lwillno^ attempt to describe the con- 
flict 
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flict of various emotions whick agitated 
Ella while she read this letta: <^ unfottbcU 
ed charges — and ieamt that the busy Im 
of a stranger and the iadiscredbn ^ 
Mrs» Rushhrooke had in a few diort mo* 
ments rendered her lover a sdf^bam^ed 
man, and doomed her perhaps for yessn^ 
if not for ever, to all the lingerings <rf 
anxious and disappointed afi^tion ! Btit 
superior to every other sensation was the 
dear consciousness that she was still be* 
loved, and Colonel Vane guiltless of the 
faults she had attributed to him.-— ^^ Aad 
when I shall write to him,** she said to 
herself, ^ as I will do, a complete ezcoU 
pation of myself in every particular — ye«> 
then, even spite of distance and of absence^ 
I shall, I am sure I shall^ be comparativdy 
happy !** In the meanwhile she resolved 
to lay a plan for her future Hfe, and en- 
deavour to find out a proper compakiidli 
to redde widi her.— She also resolved to 

leave 



A^I'SARAKCS IS AOAnidT HSU. liSI 

fcwe Bower Wood, as Vf^ — ^ aftd*3ti 
socfety ware becoole diisftgreekble to^h^ri 
at^ determined, as the essence of tb<i 
fiitle Ella and its abode near ber werfe dk* 
covered, to take htr at once into'th^ 
hocise under ber acbiowbdged protee* 
mn, and watch over her educatioQ mtk 
. aU a mother's care* 

The neighbourhood and society <rf 
W ■" ■ were indeed grown disagreesWe 
io £Ua, from a consciousness that she had 
ki'it a secret <aiemy ; and$ as k always ibe 
mischievoiis consequence of aaonymoiis 
fettens, she looked around her with di9* 
tnM. uxkd su^cion, and very often, pei^ 
haps, fancied an kmocait person guilty of 
the base scrawls that had been t^e means 
«f l^asdng her hopes of happiness, and 
Ariving her lova* bom hts native land 
mto scenes of danger, and posai^y of 
iOKtncdxm. Besides, she was well aware 
that the ciroMn^tance of her shaving a 

child 
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child under her care, whose ^aFci^is wm 

unknown, and who strongly resemblaib 

her in its de^p bine eyes, suid the lengths 

and dark colour of its eydasbes, must caUt 

forth a number^of degrading. si^piciQn& 

concerning her o(»id\ict, as also her joiir^ 

ney into Wales unat^emled by hersiff- 

vants; and it was clear from the aQoiiy< 

mous letters, that this latter circumstance 

was as well known as the exkteace of the 

child. But it wi» not in her power t<» 

clear up the mystery : therefore she felt \nk^ 

dbmfortaUe at the idea of living amoogsl 

those, who, though they continued to visit 

her because she lived in a fine hoiti^e ^yid 

gave splendid entectairnxKen^, would y&^. 

likely have dropt her acquaintance ha4 

she been less favour«i by fortune and b^ 

birth — and her dq>arture to Bower Woo4 

was Anally resolved upon. 

The house at fiower Wood wais zmo^ 

dem one ; that on her estate at Bmrckifa^ 

J was 



APraARANGB IS AOAIII3T HER* 183 

waS'SaJaoicient and Gothic mzGrnon^ an4* 
badaboat it a degree of m^lanchcdy gran- 
d^ur^ iriiich better suked the now pen^ 
stvecast of her mind : besides, every thing; 
at the former resdence painfully reoiinded 
her of Coloaiel Vane : aial having let that, 
place very advantageously for a term of 
years^ she repaired with great alacrity to. 
take possession of her new abode, and to 
be restored to the society of a lady who 
was married to the rector, and lived in 
the viUage ; and who, in the beginning; 
6f hier life, used to assist her aunt in her 
education* But a surprise awaited her at 
Briardale^ which she scarcely knew whe* 
thar to denominate pabful or pleasing to 
hety though at last she considered it as 
deserving of the latter epithet. She di^r 
covered that Mrs. Vane, mother of Cc^-: 
nel Vane, had lately hired and waa 
catne to re^e in the manor house, which 
HQswithid two miles of her bMm;-r-a^ 
*' / thus. 
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that, if m^ Geiomd Vaae sboeld'mxinit 
he wovid Aid her ^opduct had been 
doriag bis abs^ice eominualfy ^cpos^ 
to tte eye o£ his mother! whose cessmis 
she vfQS^ at least spre of never desennog, 
though she was fearful ihat, if ishe knev 
her to be the cause of her son's leaviag 
his couatry, Mrs. Vaae might neTcr be* 
stovr on h&t her regard and apfsrobatioiu 
But I will ask Mrs. Elmsley s opkuoHt 
said £Ua toherstUL Accordingly » as so<m 
as ^ had a fair opportumty^ she aak-; 
ed her friend wh^er ^e thought it 
l&ely that Mrs. Vane would ever regard 
her wkh complacaicy, and be willing to 
visit her, since it wzb the disBolution of his 
e^agement with her which occasioned 
Ckilonel Vane to leave England ; ^ for. 
though,'' added Ella, '< Mrs. Vam Im 
never created her son wkh the usual teurr 
demees of a, mother, smid avoided raltoc* 
tban courted his society,^^U ^he may be. 

very 



vety willmg to resent the coadtwt of 4Ui^ 
other towards him, if slv^ ka^tits d^at con* 
dtict to have been iBjurfous/* 

" True/' replied Mr^. Elm&iey, *^!fop 
tbat^ alas ! is hunian nature ; but, mtng^ 
dd it may seem to you, I do not thitfkl 
there is any fear of Mrs. Vane*8 bring 
prejudiced against you; for I am goi^ 
vinced she was, till you came Ittther^ 
quite ignorant of your name/' 

^* Impossible ! for I know tba^ Colond 
Vane wrote to inform h^r of his probdbtf 
marriage." 

*• No doubt ; but he either never men- 
tioned the name of the tady^ or she iM 
forgotten it ; for she was at our house 
when you drove past in your barouchd 
and four, with two outriders ; and when 
^e asked your name^ and whether you 
were not the lady who was expected ta 
reside at the long-empty house in the 
park, she neither started, nor looked 

grave 



186 APPEARANCE IS AGAINST HEIU 

grave nor inquisirive^ when I toW bei 
who you were ; and I am convinced she 
has with your name no unpleasant asso- 
ciation, except that, as she is very proud, 
I believe, atid likes the pomp and cir« 
cumstance of wealth herself, she may, 
have a feeUng of jealousy of the style ift 
which you madie your entree.** 

" I wish you may be right ; but da 
you think she. will call on me ?" 

"I fear not, as she keeps no com* 
patiy, and visits no where but at the rec- 
tory : however, I will invite you to meeS 
her, and trust to your usual power of 
fascination to make her your friend.** 

The next day was Sunday; and as 
Mrs, Vane was regular in her attendance 
at church, Ella arose almost certain oi 
aeeing this, to her, formidable woman j. 
and knowing that, unless she went early, 
$he should feel embarrassed in going up 
the aisle, from the idea that she was ob- 
served 
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served by this dreaded censor, she drove 
to church before the usual time, and be- 
fore any of the congregation were assem- 
bled. Ella felt almost ashamed of this 
weakness; yet who could wonder that the 
mother of her lover was an object of in- 
terest and alarm to her ! 

" She is very late," thought Ella, — 
when lo ! a footman, in an old-fashioned 
rich liv«y with long tags on the shoulders,' 
made way at the door for a tall majestic 
woman of a certain age, dressed ill black,- 
who appeared leaning on the arm of an- 
other footman, while the first who had 
appeared fell back, and walked behind her 
up the aisle, carrying a large prayer-book; 
«« This then,** thought Ella, as with 
some effort she looked over the side of 
the pew, is the woman I long but dread 
tb see!" But judge of her trepidation- 
when the footman opened the door of the 
pew where Ella sat, and Mrs. Vane enter-* 

ed 
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ed It ! — ^The truth was, the rain having 
come through the roof into the pew be- 
longing to Ella, it had been judged right 
that, till the damage done to it could be 
repaired, she, as being a new comer, and 
a great lady as well as Mrs» Vane, was 
to be shown into Mrs. Vane's seat.*' 

Ella rose involuntarily on Mrs. Vane^s 
entrance, but could hardly keep her feet 
when with a look of almost haughty sur- 
prise Mrs. Vane surveyed the unexpected 
intruder, and Ella saw in the still fine 
face of the mother, the dark and pene* 
tradng eyes of the s(mi. Abashed, consd- 
ous, and rapidly changing colour, as she 
often did, she resolved to apologize for 
her intrusion, since she now suspected it 
to be such, as soon as Mrs. Vane had 
ended her prayer. But that lady, flattered 
as Louis the XlVth was said to be by 
causing embarrassment and emotion by the 
conscious power of his eye and dignity of 

his 
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Ms tmen, seemed by a courteous wave of 
her hand, and bow of her head, to assure 
Bila that she was welcome, and to de* 
precate apologies: at this moment the 
service began, and all intercourse between 
them was suspended by devotion and 
decorum. But never had Ella before^ 
In the presence of her creator, felt so 
painfully affected by the presence of a 
fellow-creature ; and for the first time m 
iter life her thoughts wandered from their 
usual place of rest, and tears filled those 
«yes, which, hidden from human obser^ 
nation, were usually lifted in aid of silent 
or gently murmured prayer. However, 
she drew her vdil over her faoe^ and her 
etnodon was knotm only to herself. 
When service was ended, the timid badi« 
itil manner in which EHa r^urned Mcs. 
Vane'jS *low and stately xurtsy had an aa* 
looked-for charm for the latter, who hod 
ei^pected to see in the rich and admired 
lieifess, a dashing, undaunted^ coast" 

quential 
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sbtnild 4» only too prcmd m piiymy »* 
spftctt to* yoti, m»ten«'' »dd JSM; aad 
tlwr:tieQQt risf ^ kftb^isard at the door. 
ffhtts mu^ ste flfttfo^ b^nelf, a fi>ii^« 
llfliiaDMd§Mracqus»manc^ e$paddyiyi$ 
*^ie ttatnt &am Mis. ^Im^ief tbsn JMb» 
'Vbne tns quite ^hmmed botb widn licr 
|)«{Mii aatd irar immn^^; aad a oncum- 
flbaoe.ooiy too joon ocoinsed whkb 
amtdeiEUaDe^ce^that slue bad waved mi^ 
queite, and courted thos openlj the ae- 
-ifomaaace of ,thk in^axlchely i»)t 4e- 

I have before said th^ the fomme nifcidi 
itad been leA to Mrs* Vaoe by a rebttoa, 
Dras pei^oiiai prope*!^^ and ^m immj 
^ebad tedirusted^tasMirelyt^i tbe o^M^^ 
an eminent bai^jer aflid; imimatd^ ftindt 
:ilie partjA^ jAia vwoUr«acrodiled.lM>i}ae. 
jBot unfofeaecn^oraittft^itiie §§mit9mm\ 
\xrorld ehook the «red^ of tjNfel^iiBiip 

o 10 ita 
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iUikmAnAmi* Mdr kl'.MdMrolbr Hop an 

J&tfdmf%, ffiittiirfd to qm iiar prop«rt|v 
dm the wte «« 13M eomfilBie ii^ be 

ai^ded V wAa wry &«r:dvj^^ aftowafldb 
«ittie«sed ibe trttar^kM»cii(m of^&m 
iQ queatioft^ toil tke leMl ruis of Mm 
Yanefsfonttne; for qothiag iiiaMifi ti> 
her but a tzifltng aiun stttltdicoi fa#rby 
her hiiebaadf aad which the bnui^hitt 
in osariiagtl ^l9h^tfmUxs^Vkxmwlif^ 
feel Ml thift dimitii^Ki evMut^ fitti's^ $eft« 
sattoM were of a mttufeaft pahifiit, fiai^ahe 
at:ftftt expmws^^ the p9K^ of aelfcmi^ 
dflmiaiie&« ^* But for me/' abeexdabmd 
it Mgcmff *^hm mormo^M ha^ebow hsm, 
aid-hifr mi^ weeM koimdiiMiiy bane 
fUMvtdbev piUMtif : hesirevQr, ae seoti 
4ii'4ua nmm vmchm htt% b% Im^ wett 
^i«witefiMl» ^ilU^« «rm toie^*th«ndttty 
<^^nfiikft?fr: ^' / ■ ^' .* -^- : / 

«i- ^rat^^iin K The 
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• ' The 'prcjud are so apt to be rendered 
prbuder by affliction, that lElla foresaw an 
intimacy with Mrs* Vatie was now more 
uidikely than cva*. True, having ex- 
ptnenced the greatest of all losses, that 
of a bnsband whom she adored, Mrs. 
\^aie rould not, as she told Mrs. £Im^ 
h^, fed Jim^ acutely the loss of wealth; 
but then she was^lame, in delicate health, 
aad avantBda gfeat cbal of atteodance^ 
besides thoGte bttie comforts a^ luxuries 
which siclmess requires, and wealth only* 
can bestow; and th«8e she saw herself 
obliged to rdinquish for some titne at 
least, as months mitst eliipto before^Colo;' 
nel Vane could learn her situation. Be* 
sides, she had been the great lady of the 
i^lage, and now she must leave the ma* 
nor house, and hire a small h^use only just 
latige enough ior herself and one maid*' 
Now she tnust walk backwards and for- 
wuds to church, or ^bo^ to be taken/ 

thither 
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thither in the carriage of anbtber ! And 
Elia knew enough of the human heart, to 
feel that in this difBcult conjuncture she 
tnust take especial cat^ not to wound 
Mr& Vane's cteticacy ami pride by too* 
marked offers of attention and service^ 
ebe she would alienate / instead of attach^ 
ing her; wbareas if, on the contrary, she 
coudd condrire to be of use to her without 
any apparoit in^ntion c^ being so, tim 
should very lik^ a)ntert her intc^ idl 
that she derired* 

k was for three Sundays only after d^e 
heard of her loss of fortune that Mrs. 
Vame abseiited herself from church. On 
the fourth she nrade her appear^tece^ 
leaning no longer on the arm of one foot*^ 
man, and foQowed by another, but. sup« 
p(»ted 'by a female servant, and carrying 
her own prayer^bodL in her hand« EUa'si 
fordtnde was not equal to behold this 
dmige tinmoiiedy 4iMgb ' ^Mrs. ^Vm£m 

fr\),.U K2 could 
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eould undergo k with firmness; and when 
ifae otrtsied to her mth all the respect 
^he fete oa her entering the pew, she was 
forced to turn away, and leeinipg on the 
mde oi the seat hide her face in her hands. 
Eiki had the delieate precaution to 
come fed church without her carriage that 
day, that Mrs, Van^ ought not be re^ 
inmded of her uitfitfid condinoot by see* 
»g her driv« off^ i^ a spl^^did Q%uips^<^ 
white fifae was forced to come and dcfput 
on foot. Perhaps uncon^ciondy to hesh 
aelf, Mrs. Vane dreaded ^ wknes^ tbk 
^fferenoe ; for sbe certainly ca$t a soft oi 
iiearful look round when A^ r^a^h^d the 
church porch, as if seeking and n^ssk^ 
' sometbiiig j but Ella w^kf d pn, evideiil* 
ly expecting no carriage ; and Mr^ Vane 
appeared, Mrs* Elia^ky tboiighl, to he 
nHeVed by this arQimstapce* Ag Migs, 
Vane walked i«aiM»g ^on k^ nsaid, fiUas 

to 
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to her, and oflfered her arm ; which she 
accepted. Ella then began to expatiate oa 
the beauties of the weather, and to praise 
the pleasantness of the waUc to church* 
« T o yott it may be pleasant/* replied Mrs. 
Vane with emphasis and feeling, ^' for you 
are young and healthy^ and walking is 
the act of your choice, not your necessity; 
but /am lame, old, and infirm, and fMut 
walk : besides, I have not been used to 
wdking« However^ * Heaven tempew 
tbe wind to the shorn latnb,* and I hope 
r» time I shall be as reconciled to my fate 
as I ought to be/' A person of kss in- 
tidtive benevolence and delicacy than £Ua 
if^ould immediately have oflfered Mrs. 
Vane her carriage, and made a parade of 
assuring her it would always be at her 
service. But Ella not only felt that such 
an offer at that moment would look as if 
^e fancied Mrs» Vane was what is called 

spelling 
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Spelling for the proposal ; sbe also knc^ 
that it would be pointing out most forc^y 
the superiority of her situaticm to Mrs. 
.Vane's. She therefore remained silent; but 
she ventured gently to press the arm that 
was locked in hers, while a tear trickled 
4own her cheek, and proved to the object 
of her interest that her silence did not 
|)roceed from insensibflity. Little did 
Mrs. Vane suspect the design which Elfai 
had on her, a design as yet too dangerDtis 
to be hazarded. 

' One Sunday a violent shower detained 
Ella and Mrs. Vane in the church*porch, 
and the former was forced to send for her 
-carriage, in which Mrs. Vane was pre- 
vailed on to take a seat. But as the wea- 
ther cleared up before they reached the 
manor house, Ella proposed extendmg 
their drive, and at length she a^Ded 
Mrs. Vane to get out at het own hoiise 
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to see some ioiprovemente which ^be 
was making there. " It would be sp 
obliging in you if you wouid- alight ! '* 
.said Elhu ' : 

*' But I am not an obliging person/* 
replied Mrs. Vane with a pendve smile-: 
** however, I do not know haw it k, there 
,h no resisting you." So saying, she fol- 
lowed the^ delighted Ella into the hall, 
4 who^ stepping back to let her precede her 
.into a fine and spadous library, vrelcomod 
her in accents of grateful cordiality to hsr 
.house. But little did cither of them 
. ibrcsee the consequences of this visit. In 
.Hcooiiiig down a few steps, which led &om 
,one apartment to another, Mrs. Vanie 
slipped and fell, and with such . violence, 
:that her .ankle^ on which she fell, was 
so much injured as to make it impo^« 
aible for her to stand or move. Ella im- 
.mcdiately smt for the nearest assistance, 
being internally thankful that, as the ac* 

ciden 
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ddent vas tp tetppen^ i( kad liappeMd 
^mder hartoo£^ 

^ lliis is a Ad bosiness^ Miss Mardaunt, 
for you, as' iv^ll as for me/' said Mrs* 
Vane;: ^ for I doabt yoa will be tormented 
tritk me €<^e time.^ 

** ToniieDted !" r^ied EUa, " tor- 
fljented ! blest rather !-^Oh ! if you knew, 
if you oould bat understand^^faow I bve 
to lie with you I'' Here she burst into 
tears, to tbe wonder of her gmtified 
t&ottth suSeriag ^uiditor. 

** Young lady,'' said Mi«. Vane, aftar 
t pause, '^ you have quick sensftiiities 
and tasUy awakened feeiii^s, for you 
haw as yet known no deep aiui de^y-* 
seated sorrow." 

** No sorrow ? What, not I ?" replied 
Ella eagerly. 

^* At least, no sc^rows I^e to nrnie, 
Miss Mordaunt; and I attribute this vto* 
lent auction to jky ibr my mirfortunei, 

and 
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wd the gefieroQS wish to trf t0 nuk^ m^ 
believe, lest my pride shouJbide voua4ed^ 
tJiiM ^l^te I am here receiving oUtgsidons 
I $liaU m realky be confermg ifa^ou' ' 

^' Tou fc;{7/ oblige me by s^wio^ me 
to wait on you; but my emotaoa luda 
cause you do not suspect :-^ho«!ever, ia 
time ypu sh^U koow it/' 

To be brief : — pain> confinement to>^ne 
poflture^ andpirevious anxiety of mind, had 
i pernidoue eiSei^t on the heakh of Mjra^ 
Vane^ and Elia had the mournful sati^ao^ 
Um of nursing the mother of the man 
ipbooi she loved, in a long and dangerous 
illness*. But ^ recovered, and recoyeced 
t0 g^r90y Ella by the aisurance chat $hei 
owed her life to her incessant care, aad 
i^f0O filial assiduity* 

Colonel Vane had now sailed near 

a ffpelvemoath. That be was sa&ly ar« 

med, was known by a letter fi;om him to 

C^lwel lUMewi bpt be adde4» th;at he 

K 5 was 
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was then going to join the army ondei^ 
the command of General Harris, and ex- 
pected ere long to be in the heat of the 
war. — ^What painful intelligence to Ella ! 
But she knew her letter of escculpation 
must have arrived, and she hoped that, if 
ft reached him, for her sake he would do 
alt he could to preserve his life, and not 
rush into battle careless, like a desperate 
man, of his safety and his life. Bot 
Mrs. Vane's hopes of amended fortune 
from his filial piety, and Ella's -c^bai^ 
ness from his restored confidence and 
his return to his country, were soon 
damped, if not destroyed for ev^r.. 

Intelligence was rec«ved ef the capture 
of Seringapatam, and with it an account 
stating, that the joy of the victory was 
damped by the loss and the danger of se- 
veral gallant officers; that Liettt.-coloiid 
Vane, after displaying bis usudl bravoy, 
had led on a srnaU detachment too £ir 

from 



from the inam armyi and wsid surrouncM^ 
Aat he had been $eea to £aH, but that his 
body had not yet been found : therefiam 
he was only returned missing. 

This glorious public butting distressu^ 
private news was commuokated to JVbi. 
Vane by. har agent in hoaion^ a^ (x> 
£Ha by her friend Mi». Elinsley^ who was 
commissioned by Mrs. Belmont to un- 
dertake in person. ^ task she could only 
herself perform by letter. Ella, therefore, 
went through the first agonies which such 
news occasioned, unseen by the uphappy 
mother, who bad shut herself up to mourn 
in secret-— to mourn, not over the loss of 
her son's society, for how could she miss^ 
or regret, what she had never allowed 
.herself to enjoy ? but she mourned for that 
-fentastic indulgence of morbid s^sibility 
^ which had led her to rgect the personal 
s^entions of that son wlK»n she was now 
doomed never to behold again ) and whea 

she 



9M A9ir:^AaAKO£ It ABAXHBT HBU. 

die i!eflected OD the |xmi vfb^ her coa^ 

4act had occasioned lia his dkctiootfe 

heart, she endored die poogs of remmse, 

and felt in some vteisore ^e 9^omesx£ 

self-upbraicyog. There is notliti^, per- 

.faaps, wtnch sdr^ Mif*Iove so cantpleoely 

of itt deln^aom, a$ ,i3ie hmd of omsfoidnie. 

Bitberto Mfsl Viaoe iiad £ii^cied tbat the 

^xiouuitiip love for fa^ hu6bai»d» whk:h io- 

4uQed ber ^ avoid the sig^of ber oofy 

child because tb«t child had ooca^c^ed 

hk beloved fadier^s dealh, was a proof of 

aensibiiity^ which gratified her vanitf by 

.giving her a Reeling of conscious svp^- 

riofity orer s«ifferers moreeafiity <oi:m}led. 

But now her coosoience, Awak^aed by the 

Uttemess of regret^ poin^d out io her 

but too £orctbly» th»t the onfy eure and 

Tiituotis proof of affection to her hua- 

band's memory which she icottld have 

^ven, would have been redoobfed fend- 

pMs for ihe spa (iiat bf^ifaaftd imed, and 

eagerly 



eagerly ridoed his life to save ; and with 
the pious 2B^inSMtt$ of a woQthkd bat 
fettftiUMl heart she n^|(Ied the more patn^ 
fol breathings of a immbled -i^iid a con- 
trite one* 

Ella, aoO) bad reqciested to be left 
^lioae^ ftnd wasMKideavoamg to£Gmpost 
hexstU saficteatiy to obey the summons 
of Mrs. Vane to lier presence whenever 
k 'should arrive. At length Mrs. Vane 
feb that the presence of £lb would be 
soothing to her, and she Sent to request 
it, .tittle sn^cting thai her kisd ftttentive 
norse, her affisctiooate companion, wias 
suffering still more acute angtiish than her 
own, from tt^ same overwhelming in- 
tidligenoe, except that ho|)e, strangely 
iMit happily bom of her despair, fcmdiy 
whispered to ht^ that, as the body had 
not been found, Gafc»el Vaoe might stiU 
live, though wounded and a prisoner. ; 

Wbm SM eittemi the rdom^ tUts. 

Vane 
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Vaae was too much taken up with her 
X)WD feelings to notice Ella's; and wbHe 
€he wept upon her shoulder, she was un^^ 
conscious that the cheek which touched 
hers was cold and pale as that of death. 

"O Ella!'* cried Mrs. Vane, « now 
that he is lost to me for ever^ I gr^e 
diat I allowed him to be such a Strang 
to. me ! I griere that 1 4id not conquer 
those feelmgs, which now appear to me 
criminal, though once amiable and na* 
lural, which led me to drive hun from 
my presence by my coldness and-—*'? 
Here she was interrupted most painfully; 
for Ella, sympathizing too strongly in the 
«elf-reproaches of Mrs. Vane, and shodted 
*at the words '* lost to me for ever," bad 
sunk in alarming insensibility on her shouU 
xler, and some hours elapsed before she 
icould bear the presence of her surprised 
and agitated guest. 

But Ella, to whom all cottceahnent 

was 
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was painful, resolved from that moment, 
though at the risk of frustrating the dearest 
hope of h^ heart, to confide every secret 
of it to Mrs. Vane, and in the evening 
she begged that she would be so good as 
to come to her bedside ; and while Mrs« 
Vane gazed with mournful anxiety upon 
her altered looks, £Ua addressed her as 
follows :— ** It has long betm, and is now, 
the dearest wish of : my heart never to 
part from you again. I am in seiirch.of a 
proper companion to live with an orphan 
like myself, a bang without n^r connec- 
tion of any kind ; and could I have sa* 
lected such a companion from the whole 
assembled world, my choice would haye 
£allen on you.*' 

Mrs. Vane, conscious how ill a brokenf^ 
{learted woman, as she thought herself, 
was formed to undertake the. task, spoke 
not, but shook her head in token of dis^ 
approbation., ... ; 

« What I 
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«Wteti do you ittsapprave^** cried J 
Elk, " before you kww w^io I am i^ 
When ycm sball know that, I shall mC 
WQfuier if. you should iodeed r^use and 
reject me." 

** Leam who you are! Wl^ meaa 
fOtt?" -eKcJaimed Mrs. Vaue, fearing 
that Ella was m a deliiium. 

^^ I an aA umocent but most: unibr* 
tunaoe wFomafi. You must remiember that | 
— that aa in^e^ed marrig|ge with an 
heiress was comiuuBicated ta you by—'* 

^ I understaiul you :-«-yQS, — an unioa 
I cottld hot but approve, as it was, 1 was 
tafermed, with a lady of great £ortuDe» 
beauty and virtue." 

^^ J was that lady!" exclaimed £Ua 
with great effort 

^ You i" cried Mrs.. Vaae ; and eeeiag 
m Ella, at that momentt only a bang a£» 
fiicted like herself, for all her iUuess ivaa 
now accounted for, <* My poor afflictad 

one!" 



one!^ sheiaimty miGutattd, and ckttped 
bsr mOf. a inotber^ foadoes^ tmd a ^- 
dow^s syhipathy, tbher boeom. le was 
some mimrees before eidier of them could 
renew conversation: at last Mrs* Vwe 
said, ^< But why shoBld Ifoe mdoced to 
reject you when IJeamt that you were 
-the belored of tny son ?** 

^^ Becttuse but for a tplarrel widi me 
he would not have quitted England/^ 

^ Ha i I remember now that he fainted 
to me, his dirappoimment in love had in- 
duced him to go and earn laurels m ■ * ^ 
Her^ emotion olenced her, and rendered 
her auditor incapad>le of hearing more. 

It is to be supposed that many ^uch 
breaks occurred in the coirrersatioR be- 
tween two persons so much intierested in 
the melandioly event that had just oc- 
curred. At length Elta resumed her dis^ 
course thus: — "1 am, indeed I am, self- 
judged, and impute to my petulant re- 
' sentment 
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:sentment of a charge that appeared to 
.have foundation, his originaj departoue 

from W ; the rest was the result of 

accident and misrepresentatton. But 
4hongh I knew that I need not have 
avowed my fault, as you could never have 
known it, I could not, as a woman of 
honour, allow you tmconscious/y to coun* 
/ tenance, and take under your protection, 
the woman who had been the means of 
' depriving you of such a treasure/' 

" A treasure ! alas I to me, like the mJ» 
• ser*s gold to him /'* exclaimed Mrs. Vane. 

" Here,'* resumed EUa, pained by 
her emotion, and williog to interrupt it, 
*' here is a narrative, which, contains the 
.whole of my sad and eventful though 
short history, and also, a secret as yei 
confided to you alone, the story of that 
child who is an inmate of this house. -r 
.Read it, and judge ^ne.; and if you cath 
.grant my most earnest prayer, and let my 

future 



APPEARANCE IS AGAINST HER. "21 1 

fature days be passed in admmistermg to 
the comforts of the mother, as I am for- 
bidden to pass them in forming the hap* 
piness of the son.** Ella then wished to 
try to rest, and Mrs. Vane retired to read 
the manuscript. 

It began with her first seeing Colonel 
Vane, and a minute detail of all that 
passed between them, accompanied by 
the letters die had received from him, 
and the letter she had recently written to 
bim : — then followed what I shall give in 
detail, namely, a full elucidation of the 
.mystery concerning her journey to Wales, 
and the infant under her protection. Ella 
wrote as follows : 

* *' While I was in London I received a 
letter from my first-cousin, the only child 
of my deceased uncle, whom I tenderly 
loved, conjuring me, if I wished to see 
her alive, to set oflF immediately for such 
a village, in such a county in Wales, but 

begging 
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begging me to mention to no one where 
«be was; conjuring me also to leave my 
servants at the entrance of the principa- 
lity, and proceed one stage alcme, — but 
that at the end of that stage I should be 
met and accompanied to her residence.— 
This letter filled me with great alarm and 
uneasiness. — Having ever considered con- 
cealment and mystery as the concomitants 
of guilt, I could scarcely prevail on my- 
self to obey such mysterious and suspi- 
cious orders. But I had loved my uncle, 
and I loved his daughter; and as her 
msmners were faultless in my (^iniop, 
and ho" character irrq>roacbable, I con- 
cluded that her husband, a post captain 
and a very gallant officer, had gotten into 
some difficulties, and that he being forced 
to lie concealed, she was, very properly, 
the companion pf his retii-eaient.— So 
little, alas! was I prepared for the shock 
which awaited me. Anxious for the life 

- of 
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of my cousin, and alarmed at her danger) 
I set off immediately, and, travelKng day^ 
and night, soon found myself at the place 
where I wi^ to dismiss my servants. I did^ 
so ; and at the end of the first stages 
I was met by a sort of farmer's servant: 
in a one-horse chaise, who in scarcely 
intelligible English told me be was come 

to conduct me to Mrs. , naming the 

name my cousin bad assumed, and giving^ 
me a short note from her, not wonh co^ 
pying. After travelling about a mite over 
precipices, and winding round valleys 
^ut closely in by the most threaten* 
ing rocks I ever beheld, we reached a 
sort of cottage, adjoimng a fzurm- house, 
at the door of which I saw, not, as I 
hoped. Captain Montgomerie anxioilidy 
awaiting my arrival, but a lady whom I 
recogm'sed as having been governess ta 
my cousin, and who was, I thought, maiu 
md ami aettle4 in Jersey. I had no tioio 
. to 
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to a$k questions, before I found mTSelf by 
the bedr^de of the nearly dying Lucy, 
who received me with tears, and blessings 
formy compliance with her request, and 
also with an expression of embarrassment 
and emotion, for which I found it impos- 
sible to account. That she had something 
lying heavily on her mind I soon disco- 
vered ; and when I found that Captain 
Montgomerie was at sea, though expected 
very soon, and heard Lucy say, she hoped 
she should be dead before he arrived,-^ 
strange, .miserable suspicions took pos- 
session of my mind, and I wished yet 
dreaded an explanation. It came only too 
QOOQ. Having dismissed the Welch girl 
who waited on her, and begged Mrs. Ben-, 
welly her friend, to leave us alone, s^ 
desired me to sit down by her b!Std-€i4er; 
and, if possible, listen to her, tale with pa^. 
tience.— 'Yet hqw can I expect it?* she 
a)ntinned, ' how can I ^xpect that pwtf 
... ': . ■ " 'I ' '■ 'like' 
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like yours can bear to Hsteti to a tale of guilt 
like mine !*— * Guilt !/ I iexdaimed, shud- 
dering as I spoke. — * Yes, Ella, guilt.— 
How will you be surprised, asf well as shock- 
ed, to learn that she, tinhorn you have always 
considered as a tnodel for married women^ 
and as correct as she was happy, has been ' 
an abandoned woman and an adulterous 
wife!*- — At these dreadful words I started 
with horror and indignation from my seat, > 
atid it was long before the agonies of the 
dying and repentant sinner, and my own 
consciousness that she was a sufferer, and 
perhaps a peiuteht, could quell the tumult 
of my feelings, and reconcile me to be, at ' 
my time of life, the unprotected attendant * 
oil such a death-bed, and conveyed to it' 
uiiider all the disadvantages of mystery - 
and loneliness. Besides, I felt that this was * 
nb common depravity, as her husband* 
^s all tenderness arid indulgence. At 
l^ffih she w6nt drt thus: * Though myr 

husbsuid 



m lik3tt Httle i^cuuir^ ^hfetl Hike ptocd 

for tW Mbttisstote'^iNare' dways on my 
hisibi&d^4i 4At^ ^ttii4<tt«v«r on mine. TMi 
vrtb Boaik <Hac<iVeffM ^ by a fmiijf friend^ 
tbar gMytost ^ alt dangers to the pe«e . 
ofi niarried ociujple^^^-^inlees be be honour^ 
able and ibe wife well-iMiocipted--f<» he 
who is a gimt at all timesi and ivdcome 
at all hourS) must sometimes come ^JiFfaea 
some passing cloiid has gathered on Ae 
brow of the husband or the wife, aed Ae 
latter contrasts wkb the angry JFrowm o^ 
her husband^ the unn^d brov ^^xAls 
complacent smile and constant stttaAtlra^ 
of the visitor aand fricvid.; ind if kl( aloae 
wkh die latter, how ^airfly v^ an artft&i 
loasx wia freak .a \rtak %0«tfa»t » deuiil^ 
Ike causes of ha lWsbitia?Sft iltf Hutfttfiii)^! 



AimlM wm tbttp thitf ( w^ sfdM:e4$ md 
I 4«cl»jre wkb npy 4jri^ voH«^ ^^tluit I bi^^ 

her dutya&tQ comfkAaef lmh\isiM»d^ 
and to a mantoo^ k Im^ ttnk$& sbeJi^H 
p^[ia to have to d^l with a maa of prion 
cipfle and bc^our*' [Vou will conclude^' 
mj dear madam, that Mr& Mootgomeiie 
<Ud not go on thus with a connected dis'^ 
course ; :'but that I have, for the sake of, 
brevity, fbus joined tqgether the senti- 
iQ^ptaMr^ from her hy my questions 
^^ ipuqUai^y expressions of wonder at 
l|^;gCiikf3 ^ ^^ intrigue remaoned not 
0^ undisQQivi^ed but unsuspected, — ^for 
mf l98|»iietSy as you know, were very 
fSiM^^^i^^ though I had asrit were two^ 
K i TO fi Wi ItiU^thQ fear, of discovery p«it us. 
tMlh)#ttflWBntfy,;fi».OUrgi»rd> and wh«i. 
ligitehusband was at sea we were never 
VOL* 11. L seen 
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seesDitogether; ftit loag h^<n^ our io* 

tercoiirse ei^ded I found d^ my k>?ar had 

lost ail regard for me, and wished to 

pique me into a complete dismissal of hitn^ 

tirhile I had' the misery of discovering at 

the same time that I was likely to become 

a mother, and infamy in all its terrcM's 

^ared me in the face. However^ as my 

husband was not to return fbr several 

inomhs^ though be had been absent ax, 

I'iioped to be able to conceal my skua^ 

Amy and elude diiscovary. Hierefor^' 

iirhen I found longer concealment ;irnposp< 

stbte, I wrote to my friend Mrs* Benwell 

ihforming her of my distress, and she 

came over to me immedtateiy. 3ooi& afterv 

on pretence of her being in ill heahh aoii 

requiring goat's whey, we wbH' intor 

Wales; and when my tierm drew near im 

retired to this sequestered spotj wh«^^ i^ 

tended by a femak only, I^ became tfc* 

mbther of a daughter, rfre image of voii,^ 

Ella, especially in the eyes, and you, yo» 

know. 



know^ are reckoned ^xcesisively'IikeiiM^**^ 
Would that I had resembled you zUoAtt 
mind ! But if I cao prevail on you to takd 
charge of my poor orphan, the chikl ofi 
^lame, my little Ella (for I have iiamod 
her after you) may resemble you in virtue, 
tjiough her poor mother did not^-^tond toi 
you circumstwces imperiously command^ 
me to bequeath her. You are rich, and 
^aa provide for her; you are humane, andr 
Will protect ber/*-^Here Mrs. Moatgome^ 
rte was too exhausted to proceed, wd left 
me at leisure to r^ct, and to contemplate 
tSie imexpected embarrassm^t imd per- 
nicious anxiety to which^e had exposed 
me. Alas^^! in what misery does not one 
frail f^omati involve all who are connected 
with her! A depraved man may be shsdien 
off from the family be disgraces ; but a 
depraved woman, dependent and weak 
from her nature and her sex, must stiU 
cling to those ties on which she is UQ*- 
worthy to depend; and' wherever she does 
L 2 so, 
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SO, ,§he leaves, like the snail oh the fruit; 
1^ slime that marks her presence and her 
nature. — I was instantly aware of the bad 
consequences to me of a cliarge of this 
nature, unless allowed to disclose the 
name of the parents of the child ; and I 
fdt indignation and disgust at the cold 
selfishness of this unhappy woman, which 
led her, seemingly without remorse or 
consideration for me, to burthen me in a 
manner so injurious, in all probability, to 
my reputation and my prospects in life ;— 
;md I had almost indignantly resolved to 
refuse her request, when beholding death 
in her face, every other feeling subsided 
into that of affectionate pity ; and taking 
her hand with more tenderness than I 
thought I could ever feel towards her 
^gain, I ^ed her what had reduced 
her to her present state,—* You know/ 
phe meekly replied, * that consumptive 
symptoms attei^ied my last lying-ip j smd 
waiting on this like a sort of retributive 

justice, 
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justice, they have proved too much fof a 
constitution already subdued by the cor- 
rosive anguish of remorse/ " 

" ' Remorse ! * I exclsumed, * and have 
you, then, my poor Lucy, been Sb severe 
a suflFerer, and so sincere a penitent ?* 

" * I a7n z penitent,* she replied : * but 
1 am unable to give the strongest pr66f of 
my penitence; I cannot, will not, confess 
my crimes to my deceived and therefore 
happy husband. I cannot bear that he 
should endure the agony of knowing that 
the woman whom he adored, deceived and 
dishonoured him/ 

" * But,^ answered T, Mf he knows 
your guilt, he will not lament you as he 
will otherwise do ; — therefore, your con- 
fession would spare him many a pang/ 

"'it is not true,' she replied with 

great quickness and anin.ation. * One of 

(Ke greatest of all pangs is the certainty of 

the unworthiness of the object we adore ; 

' * and 



222 ABVEARANCm 18. AGAINST H£Jl. 

findi this^Js an agjony I rmA to spare my 
poor confiding and betrayed husband, i& 
gratitude for* his longtriei aflfection/ 

^ PeiJiaps shie was right, as one con- 
sidering the peace of anotber^-^tbbi^b 
wrongs as a sinner seeking her own good : 
but oii this head all that I urged was utged^ 
alas] in vain. 

** Bat to be as brief as possible :— At 
length, though perfectly aware 'of the 
dangers and difficulties it would inyolvt 
me in, I made her a solemn prdfilise to 
^undertake the charge of her child. I also 
promised to conceal h^ guilt, and never 
let the name of the in&nt's mother be 
known, «xc^t for some very particular 
purpose^ and to take every possible pre- 
caution to prevent Captain Montgomerie's 
(having the slightest suspicion of the affair. 

** That night, quieted in mind by my 
^omisc to be a mother to the little Ella, 
and with every sentiment of penitaace and 

- resig- 
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rmgam^Wj ^ breathe^ btt: 4att 4n my 
anus* '■ V 

<< I must own to you, IbaC h^deat^ 
was a great relief to my mind, by takiog 
away a relation whose existence w^ a4» 
honour to me,— ^afnd thatitwascomedays 
before I could lodk at Cbe offipnog ^ 
guilt with aflfection enough to rectonciletn^ 
to the task I bad und^taken* But time 
a&d reflection have taught me t^erar 
feelings towards her, and even tovgoice 
that'I'n^ay be able to train up in the psths 
c^^irtue, a beiQg otherwise liable to tread 
in those of vice. 

^^ As soon as the ftmeral vras^ver, it was 
settled that I should return to Bower Wood 
and procure a nurse and place of abode for 
the child, then three months old, to which 
{^lace Mrs. Benwell was to remove her, as 
ibat lady, who was anxiously expected 
back by her husband, could not herself 
take the chHd ev^n for a short time, lest 

questions 
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• <}ue$tioiM3 retetive! ta k should be ask|5(l, 
aad.8he be:for<:e4 to confess a}l. But by 
placing ft at three miles distance frojor my 
Qwa bouse^ I hop^ to escape all observa- 
tion; aod bad: T gone to $ee it in the 
Jniddle of the day, and in njy own car- 
riage, all wOuld have been well : but my 
conscbusness made me steal to the cot- 
tage at undue hours, and alone, and 
thence arose the appearance of gmlt wUcb 
has occasioned so much misery. 

^* As ^on as all was settled, and I, as 
I journeyed towards home, was left to the 
undisturbed reflections of my own miod, 
I foresaw with undescribable angukh the 
whole of the trials to which this my8t^ 
rious event would expose me, If Colonel 
Vane became my declared loven— "True, 
I w^as at liberty to confide in him, accord- 
ing to my own stipulation for leave under 
particular circumstances to dfeclose ibe 
secr^. (But knowing as I did his distirost- 
.: ful 
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fttl disposition, aftd the S€v^risty C3?f bis 
opinions with regard* to t^oincD, bis jea- 
lousy of their intimate asiso^iatiads with 
each other^ and his coi^iction of the cer- 
tain influence of e^ample^ parti<;ularly 
among near relations) I felt that it would 
be loiig. Very long, before i should hare 
X^olution, even if I had opportunity, to 
tell him that my first cousin, the play- 
fell<^w of my childhood and the frequent 
companion of my youth, was a depraved 
womaa and a faithless wife,— faithless, 
too, to one of the best of husbands.— I 
knew very well that he would be jealous 
and suspicious of such an intimacy and 
such an example, and that I should have 
great difficulty in persuading him that 
neither Mrs.Montgomerie's manners, con- 
duct nor conver^tion exhibited, to me at 
hasty aught but the ^ost perfect purity 
9^d correctness I and I could not but fe^r 
that,^ ^ by* per£;>rming ^ an act , of pity and 
JL 3 humanity, 
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Immankgr, I fhould in all probabiliiy tar- 
*iMbniy own ikir fame in the eyes of the 
<m\j mso of whose unquatiiied approba- 
tion I waa 4eci(ledl7 ambkioos. &ili» 
^'|u>wever correctly 1 judged of 0)l^id 
Vane^ I own with ahame and conttl^di, 
/tbat had I been as explicit with him sisl 
/ought to have hecA aasoon as he dectaHred 
: himself iny lover, much if not all of the 
^vretcbedness we have both experienced 
^ouU have been avoided ; and I shall re- 
^gret to the last hour of my existence that 
mreak and unworthy fear of consequences, 
that terror of awakening in him stispicions 
injurious to my character, whicli induced 
tne to persevere in a concealment wHicb, 
though the result of virtue in ihcjirst »• 
stance, when persevered in to a betfothefl 
lover immediately became a species df 
guilt; and I feel that ^he. misery Iv^avc 
t^ndi^red from his suspkic^s of my de^- 
-vity, Im hteb: a ewt ^ rfPtritotiTe yui6». 

•*But, 



"^ But,>^hoaldteeevemti»ni, (wid^ofirti. 
fiSiing whispe!^ me that he' wiU^ ^m^tmf) 
^IQSd wheni shull pre^^tit to hivn air Hfif 
*^est, and the object oJF my fondest Mrt,. 
^Ae mmher whom t know he ha^ alwa^ 
feiid«#ly loved, I shall obtaiii a noble re- 
'▼enge over theiioubts* that degmdeki bocfa 
hint and ine, and tFiuin|>h I* hope ovic 
'^yrevf remaining prejudice.^-^O deavM 
'fnadam^! crush not these soothing ^nfm, 
^ut let m^ be to yoo as a daughter /in. 
^very tUng but the name ! \ 

** The above was written, as you will 
^rceive, before the dreadful news reached 
us. — But I have remembered there is still 
a hope, or I could not have had the heart 
io write these few words.** 

^ • Wfajle^Mrs. Vane was reading this nar- 
' f^dite, afedifi^ of pity and respect amo^nmk 
tog'«o»'MdiMiMiic reteifews^ was ^xated 
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in b^r totwardg the yoong smd interesting 
bero^^ so desen^g, yet so iftjored $ so 
formed fbthsp^ess^yefi ^iddenly plunged 
in what ^tte eonsidersd irretnedtable mi* 
Mpyi for could £Ila ever recover the 
blow ? Never : for she gave to her her 
owti feefing3^*-^and «he could not prove 
her vespeet more*-t-.*'Noble-nund«d girli'' 
she exdaimed,' ^^ to take oa he]:self the 
bktme of having deprived me of my soxkf 
though at the rfek of driving me from 
her !— Leave thee, thou deJir and gene- 
rous and' ill-treated being ! Never, neven 
Thy reputation has suffered in some 
measure through the means of the son j 
be it the mother's care and pride to re- 
store it by her countenance to its original 
brightness ! for who can dare to say, that 
the mother of Colonel Vane and thefeuth- 
ful widow of his father would be the com- 
panion of aught but purity .axul virdlef^^ 
Her meeting with £Uft next day/Wi^ a 

most 



most affeedl^ one ; bul it boalod ii^ sotM 
measuie die sorrows of both. . EUa. wa^ 
contented to receive Mrs. Va9<e ai^ bi^r 
compaiiii^ (m her own terms^rHhat is^ on 
her paymg ior the b<mrd o£ herself aQ4 
servancL . . ; 

Ella was caUed away from this ioten^ 
esting meeting to a new trial-^thai of 
receiving Captain Montgomerie^ to whom 
she had written, stating that his wife was 
taken ill while travelling in Wales with 
Mrs. Btowell, and, that she had i^tstened 
to her only just time enough, as the de- 
cline was very rapid, to receive h^r dying 
breath, and be intrusted with her tender 
wishes for his health and happiness, and 
her blessing for the years of indulgent af» 
fection in which she had Uved with him-*^ 
conmiending at the same time her daugh* 
ter (then al^ school) to his (CHre and iQve. 
Captain Mo»^omerle had received this 
l^teTfSome tupntbs bef^m ^t sfiite ^f his 

spirits 



'^irk^ ifNMtld allow 6im to zm^erivi dsH 
%e had bi^non ^ere esme ^ys^btbm 
%e had resolution to ^et oflF for 3d%^ 
^ood to visit Elki, as he 4iad iiot j^mt 
-feer change of abode. ^ 

At W he not only leatnt thtft,'bm 

iieard such 'hints respecting its tause, and 
concerning Ella, that hethotight it hisdut^, 
te a friend and relation by marriage, t&' 
tell her what was said, and offer bis ^• 
;'Vice.- . ' ' 

it w«s with et^esttve peniEi4>«fion ttett 
Ella went dowft to an inttervieW whh thk 
tnuch injured, but decav^, c^fifiding 
tiusbsmd— *-and C'a^in Montgdmerie iws 
equally agjtated.-—«*0 Ella! *ind and 
true friend/* said he at la^t— " so you^^tt- 
tended nvy suffering angel in her last ^mo- 
ments f Would I had been there f would 
I had been there, to ask her pimlonibr di 
my fauhs towards her I " • 

«* Fw^Montgomci»*TWiy^ ybto *ew 

the 
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klie best of husbands ! You \(Nere only tol^ 
^ood to her— ^ou spoiled her.** 
•, >' Do you thiiik so ? No : >sh<e was to* 
j|)e^etr to1)e'q)oiled—^l could not do tod 
much for such an angel.** Then he gav* 
'way <o -another burst of sorrow ; while 
^Wa could scarcely bear to witness such 
proofs of a tenderness so little deserved by 
the object of it. 

" But tell me, EJla, do you really 
think I did my duty by her ? — I thought 
$o ^htle «he iK'as alive^ but now she is 
dead I daily reproach mysdf." 

"That is* a very natural add a very 
xommon feeling, my dear friend, thouglir 
iin your case a most ^-rational one : yoa 
lirere on tny henovr^ in my opinion, a mo« 
tdel for husbands.** 

** She^as for-ttwes, Elh.— *Now tell 
. ?tne,, do ;,7ou think you ever saw a more 
admirable woman ?** 

M '^®esu: -ijJboitgoitterie I*.* replied Ella, 

willing 
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willing' to avoid a direct reply, ** I ^"Sl 
not suffer you to go on thus. By dwell- 
ing on the charms of her whom you have 
lost, you oAly increase Ae misery you 
ought to struggle to overcome." 

" Well, that's right,'* said he deeply 
sighing ; " and now to show my gratitude 
to you for your kindness to my dying 
saint — ^Tell me," cried he, suddenly grasp- 
ing her arm, *^ do you not think she is 
now a saint in heaven ?'* 

" My belief in the mercy of the Deity 
is unbounded," replied Ella solemnly. 

** His mercy ?'* replied Montgomaie, 
** I was speaking of his justice ; and from 
that she had little to fear/' 

** Captain Montgomerie,'^ replied Ella 
with a pale cheek and faltering voice, 
" these are awful, fearful subjects, and I 
like not to discuss them, assured that the 
very best of us, in the presence of Him to 
whom you allude, must stand appalled.'* 

And 
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And Montgomerie, a little piqued at her 
not approving of his beatification of his 
adofed Lucy, went on with what he was 
going to say* — " Well, well, then, to talk 
of something eke — and as I was going to 
say, in return for your kindness to niy 
lost treasure,! will tell you a bit of my mind 

relative to yourself. I find at W ^ 

that you have been playing the fool, cousin 
Ella/' 

** Playing the fool, Captain Montgo- 
merie 1 — ^What mean you ?'* 

" Why, I mean that you have been 
setting all the gossips talking about you.'* 

"How!'* 

" Oh, you know how — and to be sure, 
though an excellent creature, you always 
were too apt to set appearances at defiance* 
You know my poor Lucy used to preach 
to you sometimes — she used to tell you 
your manner was tpo free— her own you 
ki^ow was perfect.'* ., 

«< Grant 
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^* Grant tne^'pfltfa^icc^tHeayenl^ cnA 
Elh rising, and walking tip and down the 
rooml-^*^ Captain Monq^fnerie, I cannot 
bear these allusions to my cousin^-^tbey 
distress me beyond eockirance*'' 

" Do th^y ? — Kind, feeing girU— * 
Well, I will cibey you if I can-^^bnt as 1 
vras saying' — (1 beard -something abmit a 
chiid^ a Mgue hiift concerning a^hiid diitt 
dropped from the clouds, and lol 'Wss 
under your pn^te^tion. Now, «^ i^ot a 
romaatic miss Uke you^ wiio, eensdcnes 
of her innodoiee&trsooth, catrefnot i?Hiat 
tlie wioirld says, would 4indertaJce the ciiat|^ 
of a mysterious child? for yoadoiTt iup* 
pdBe I tbifik it yoor cbikl, EUa^No, I 
ftroifld blow any man's brainsmit who said 
it was.-— But, how pale you looki I :pro- 
test, if I don't believe you are goii^ to 
faint!" 

*' I am rather sick,V said^Ella feintly } 
*f but open the windoi', aafd I shall be 

better 
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better so«Fn.^^He did «p } iiind tfie toi^ 
tttred Ella irecovered^ 

^* And this is aJl yoa learnt, is it?** 
«iti she. 

** All ! and enough toQ ; but I hope 
io know morev and pmv^I on you to tell 
me whose the child is^ and not to persi^ 
in keeping a secret i5o prqudicial to y our<» 
«1£'' 

«< Neven — ^Besides, it bas dbne me all 
die harm it can now do me/' sud £&a 
tmrsting into tears. 

^^ I am sorry to dtstr^s you, Ella ; 
but it is for your good : and I tell you 
honestly, you musi^ if you value your re- 
putation, let it be known whose the child 
is 4 for though I would fight any man 
who said it was yours, I must own it is a 
suspicious circumstance ; and I am sure 
if my prudent, delicate Lucy were alive 
she would say the same/* 

**She would do no such thing," re* 

plied 
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plied Ella indignantly : — '* she woulii bid 
me keep the secret s0 intrusted to me,, at 
the haizard of every danger to myself •'* 

" How little you knew her,. Ella ! — 
Why, she bad not an atom pf romance 
in ker composition ! Xbe plain^ sober, 
straight forward duties pf life were all she 
cared for; and——" Here Ella abso- 
lutely ran out of the room » but soon re- 
turned, after a violent effort, to her' asto- 
nished auditor. — " Forgive me," said she, 
" but since Lucy's death- scene, and the 
probable loss of one very dear to me, my 
nerves have been much shattered/' 

** Poor thing !*' he replied, affection- 
ately kissing her hand, " I can feel for 
you only too well — but about this child, 
Ella *' 

Here she interrupted him, and said 
firmly, " Captain Montjgomerle, my gv^n 
sense of right has hitherto always bpeh my 
ruii^ bf 2(cti6ii, and ever shall bej and I 

must 
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must de^ife you to drop this sulue^t/'— 
At this moment the nurse^ supposing 
Ella was alcme, came into the room with 
the infant in her arms. — In aa instant the 
terrified Ella ran to the door to send her 
back ; but Montgomerie reached it before 
her, and vowed he would have a look at 
the little brat, and see if he could find 
out whose it was by the likeness. — ^This 
speech rendered Ella desperate, and wild- 
ly struggling with Montgomerie, she desir- 
ed the nurse to take the child away. Hpw- 
ever, though Ella had removed him from 
the door by her eftbrts, and the nurse had 
liberty to pass, he suddenly sprung for- 
ward and seized the woman ; and the 
child's tell-tale eyes were about to be 
turned on him, when the in&m, fright- 
ened by the nois^, set up a scream, and 
began to cry in a manner so deforming to 
its face, and rendering its eyes so con^- 
pletely irrecognisable^ that £lla was easy ; 

and 
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and Captain Momgomerie, hoMhig bis^ 
ears, was gidd to let tr depxn instantly. 

** I will bid yoii fiatrewell now, Ella,'* 
said he coldly. — ^^ Upo» my soul you are 
ail inexplicable girl ! Bet I will see you 
aigain before I sail, and then I hope you 
wtH haar reason/' — And Ella had the mi* 
sery of seting that he went away suspect 

mg that the town of W had mo»' 

ground than heknew of for their suspicions. 
- ^ Oh ! my dear madam T* said Elfai to 
Mrs. Vane, ^^ I have gone through such* 
a triaH but I came off victoriou8/***->Ai)d 
the praises of Mrs. Vane were indeed re- 
quisite to keep up her droq^iag fortitude* 
' Ella was soon called up&a to endure a 
irbl of a different nature, and^ as she sm^ 
Hngly tokl Mrs. Vane, to emulate her ma^ 
nanimity in sufiering,— 4i sufiering; wjiidr 
for her si^e she regreHed nt^ch more 
tiian for her own, f 

The father of ' Ella eame. Jlo tM dffates^ 
' \ ■ • '' '^' ^' >> whiofa-' 
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which die enjoyied, oa the death of a first 
cousin of the name of Mordaum, his owo 
name being Aubrey ; and on coming to 
them he waafc^xred^ as his cousin had beeiif 
bdbre him, to take the arms and.' bear the 
name of Mordaunt« 

Mr. Mordaunt had had one son, a most 
pmfiigate young man, whose debts of ho«f 
nour and other debts he had paid rill hm 
could pay no longer :-^*on which theinSi^ 
tuftted young man broke open his father'^ 
bureau, and having taken thence btlfe tp ai 
coomderable amount^ he married a womatt 
of- the town and set sail.forthe East Ini 
dies. As soon as he arrived there h^ 
veM>up the couftfry ; and being reserved 
never to, hold. intercourse with, his &thery 
and eager to. be revenged oa him for reti 
&Mig'tapay hiis debts^ he spread a story^ 
oF his. deeth, kiKiwing that his faihef'sl 
first wish was to have an heir;: and hoping^ 
sfoexdkti bfe imrfff. a seO(md.wi&aaid> have 
oldldiBn, taretium som^ day^ or otber.and: 

blight 
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by pmviiig himself aliye« Hib .scheme 
succeeded onlj in .{oit ^ £[>r bisr JyJb^ 
tfaevgti lie believed hitki dead, <lkl not 
many agakv and the hrtme descended 
to EUa. The heir mewwhie, hamig lost 
hb &ni mk^ mancied ^ woman of colour^ 
who brought him an immense fortune; 
and to this womsm he was so much at- 
tacbedy : that, as she vQwed she would 
never quit India, he resigned his inten- 
tions of claiming his birth-right^ and let 
the fortune go on his father's decease to 
the heir at law. But when his second 
wifexiied, and he sought to lose the an- 
guish her loss occasioned him in a renewal 
of. his gaming habits^ he soon lost all the 
fortune she had brought him ; and when 
his only child lamented in his hearing that 
his prospects in Hfe were now entirely 
blighted, he felt it an act of duty and jus^ 
tice to him to assert his claims to die 
Mordaunt fortune, and prove beyond dis- 
pute 



af^:' laDrftd' heir o^ Aff; 'ttoidifaat'.oF 
BtyWer Woody vasalhie^ib^fas^ 
Mcteai him; Accordii^ljr lie tuid: Ills 
son sdted fer England^' s^ sifiler^ Iiad 
coo^toed ^srich his lawym, Efta's soticitor 
recmted the necessary notice. Of Mr. 
Aubr^^s identity there could be ao ^ubr, 
many persons recognised him as sooa as 
they tow hini ; among the rest, Elhi h6r- 
ttflfy who, when a child, reinembered 
having ciMiceivod a great terror against 
hitti because he had, while on a visit to 
h^r |>areats, seated her ofl his lap aad 
raUbed her cheek with his beard. The 
case was, therefore, too plain to admit of 
aay 4oubt, and Ella quietly resigned all 
ntle to the Mordaunt estates, and ttx)k 
the Ban^ of Aubrey, refusing to accept 
ady 4ot:^tibn from a man whom she could 
adt esteem, preferring to live on the 
ti^^g kum bequeathed her t^ Mrs. Anne 
volVji.'* ' '" "^ IM ^ ' "* Mordaunt. 



t\ 
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^Mordaunt. The young h«r of B<ywer 
Wood, indeed, who had become ena- 
moured of Ella's beauty spite of her 
evident dejection, would, with bis fkthei^s 
approbation too, hare made her his wife: 
but this oflFer she peremptorily declmed, 
and the father and son were both too 
angry to trouble her with further at- 
tentions. 

Mrs. Vanie and EHa, now more a!3te in 
trials, n?K>re asters in misfortune than be- 

' fore, had dierefore a new home to seA. 

* Ella could with great ceconomy hate lived 
herself on the income she possessed ; btit 
even united to Mrs. Vane's it was ik>t 
enough to procure to that no^ corirtaht 
invalid the comforts and aids slie ^irattted. 
Therefore Ella resolved to increase her in- 
come, and consequently preireirt iany pri- 
vations to her companion, by t^ddng pu- 

' pils; and as the unwekonii^ and ^6^- 
powering Intelligence bad nbw iato^y 

thai 
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tbif.:Q<jipnd Vaiie's body, tb6i^;s^- 
pcid and mutihited, bad bem found. It- 
^fCpjjii^d, and boned with due bbx^)urs9 
all die hope was for e¥er:lo§t which had 
almost unconsciously suppjvted^be spirits 
of £lla, and she felt diat without constant 
and difficult occupation -she riiould per- 
haps sink under the pressure of affliction. 
Besides, she thought that she could ed^* 
-cate her orphan charge be^tter with oriiers 
than alon^r ^^ ^ proceeded accordingly 
;is joon as she faj^d prevailed.on Mrs. Vane 
*4o consent to her. plans, which die did as 
^sooaas Colonel Vane's death was declared 
> |o be undoubdriy and the heir at law had 
:Ukm possession of his property, which 
consisted entirdy in entajled estates. 

J^lla resolved) for the sake of income, 
itp take six popilflffrptn the a^ of thirteen 
*fo mteen ^ ? very comideiable jafauy, 
.^Sfid fyf the ^ak^, of usefolness die wished 
r>4n r9fid.t9 ^ihi^ t^d^e cbi|flreap(^ pl four 
h:Vr M 2 years 
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jmxs old9-~b€<auise she dKmght tbtt, 
tboAijih she oMght iii\prore the marmej^s 

.at ^pH of the former age, die C09M d^ 
little far their morals, as «he b^ved that 
ihe&fnddMiQii o^diaracter is laid in ctnldr 
hflod^andcaii Aerer be.maieriaify altered; 
faot U the eai% ag^ of four she dioQgfat 

.dut she might aoc onlf gure Jier pqpiis 

'ff»d kafaus,.biit eradicaute h^ ones. And 
fiiis. Vane faig^y ^Dfnroved this plaav^ 
tilt she would probably have approro^ 
any p^ whichJEUk pixi|to8ed, as^ befl^^ 

.^iiiedBot only to UfewcoeJIeiice bnt4o 
jiddcei^ she DUBB^bflwfkirai that all£& 
did uRis ^^ Wisest^ iartupiiafi^ discreetcst, 
.1)eSt;''-^oc> tike most persess ^oakisiiy 
and mdy Jitire,. fifrs. Vase wfate she did 
love did so, even to ^Iit,hxi8iasm« Mean- 
whiloy SDch, was the power o£ Mcs; Vane's 
osoatettaiBce nad psotactionta countenct 
the baneful effedt of. the standens pn^- 
gated againsi Ells, ithot site: hading shot 

time 
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nmt thentimber of pufHls whkii the de^ 
sittdy aod the quoodam beke^ of Bonner 
Wooil became is cfelebwt*d at T— ■ ■ » 
near vrhkh city die now ifceukd, for her ^ 
soccess&l maDoer ofimtfwsk^ youlAi^M: 
shff bad been for her beailty, her gr^t^ 
her taste^ aa4 bey i^endottr, wbtft abet: 
Hrcd m the oftghbowhood of W— # ; 
Kearly three yeata had. dapsed ahice 
the news of the takmg of Serk^gapafiraat 
had reached Ei>gland, smd Ella had b^eA 
tBB^ years a schocd mistress, when a gen* 
tlem^ of good foitiine and of splendid 
abiUiies,. who was very high at the bar, 
ventured to avow to the exemplary in* 
fitmctress of youth the passion he had 
never dared to own to the heiress of 
Bower Wood. To virtue and talent he 
united great persona! recommendations^ 
and most pleasing manners ;-^aQd such 
was bisf respect for Ella's feelings, that it 
was to Mrs. Vane he first made known 

his 
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. - ■ . - "^ 

Ms desire to address her. At fiHr tli^ 
idea of such a proposal startled afid tlf^' 
stressed Mrs. Vane ; but her good sense;^ 
and her generosky of nature, soon tiii^t 
her that she must not even wish to stana ; 
in the way of Ella's forming so desn^ble 
a marriage, and that fiihe ought to coihbsit 
the attachment to the membry of her s^ki/ 
which might lead' Elfci to reject thiilfifi 
vantageous proposah;r 'while tShh^i feidi 
and manner which conveye<t fa 'Mr. Afc 
lirigtpn a cotiviciion that slfe spoke truri)^ 
she assured him that she iearnestly iiri^ed 
him success, and would s^ond hk suit to 
the utmost of her power. ' - 

"Allow me, madam, to say,that if I 
am so fortunate a^ to succeed, my fir^ 
request must be that yoz/ reside With its': 
on no other condition would I accept 
the hand of Miss Mbrdaunt, as on^ of 
her charms ia my eyes Is her de1?6fed 
attachment to you/* Mrs, Vane-'was 
" gratified, 
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grati^ed) but only offered bim ber tbank& 
in Tetnm :-p-she was bowever pleased ta 
tbink this generosity in Mn Allingtpn 
might b^ likely to recommend bis suit to 
EUa. 

. EllEt though flattered by and grateful 
&}r the love pf sudi a man, gave to bis 
offers a firm though kind refusal i but at 
kngth overcome by bis pleadiqgs and 
dio$e of Mis. Vane, she promised to tak^ 
a wedc to consider of bis proposals, and 
examine her own heart before she made 
Mf^.jQb$olute decision^ At the end of that 
Ufne Mr. AlUngton came according to ap- 
pointment, and as soon as Ella entered 
the rppm Mrs. Vai^e knew by the placid 
and contented expression of her counte- 
nance what her decision would be. " I 
have , now, sir,*' said she, " in justice 
both to you and rayseiF, taken a whole 
^ef^k to consider on the offer you have 
honoured me by making, and I can only 

say 
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could one^mngi . .w *i .* 

< ©!n living tirdrth conld ^n rtrf heart, ' ' 
Yoa would ttc« «ig& in vain ;i» 
But in the silent grave 'tis Ijiid— — ' " . . i 

Here emotidn choked feer utterance r HiQt 
recovering herself, she added, •^ Yet that 
is hot the truth Neither; whife I remafai| 
single I may without a fiauk allow mysetf 
to dwell on the image of htm whom t 
have lost — but wefe I a wife, I couhf not, 
ought not to do this ; nay more, — ^and^ 
that is the true reason why I wflP not at^ 
tempt to substitute yout nnage ftnr his, 
and try to return the love wh *iAtocb 
you honour me, — strange, l i d ie aloos 
and romantic as it may be, and though: 
the heir at law has bng since takes 
possession of his cousin^s estates, befog 
convinced of his death, there are tfancs 
when I disbeheve it still, and when f ItWJ 
myself in a delightful rer^e of .Ws ft* 

turn. 



to be an ei^opnent^ aod >e^^ve .ine» I 
would radier bwe db^^pleasiave of; this 
ideai good, I vodbd rather retaiiv the 
power of hajdi^ these stioilOTgvWtveriei^ 
thaa refiign tb^n for augkc which the i:efife 
of the world would consuier as ^ut^tasMfi^ 
benefits. I can say no niore,'' continued. 
Ella, " except to b^ yott to rememb^n 
that no living object^ one alooR^ eaKcq:^^^ 
could rival t^ou^ or succeed where yc^i 
have failed*'* 

A&cted, gratified, yet dbtre&sed, Mr.,. 
AUington silently pi^essed her hand, and. 
departed. 

^< My child, chUd of my love and mji 
adx^^n!"' cried Mrs^ Vanc^ when ha 
iPaa ^Mie, ^^ I eannot: hlasie yony for I 
akottld ha^ve done the same/' But afites . 
this burst of feeling wa&ouer^ Mrs. Vana 
entewd iniabtr»^ aM jnBcollected bow 
M-5 wrongs 
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^ifoftgi^O^P^rfn her to i^ouoMiance 19^ 

SlW.by lier^wpBed approbation, an iji|- 

dulg^i^ iof ^0pi»lef3 tenderness which. 

^.^iS^nowr w«U. aware bad been impro- 

p^io^ b^eri^^ and with a filtering voice, 

lMi(a%0i.a^4ecId«d: mind, she expo^ 

smlfttod. ^e$?)owly ^hh Ella, and endear 

vMredto tonvince her, that, her r^esolu*. 

tim never to. marry, and, the grounds on 

which it Mtei^ formed, . were.apder^cdoft 

feom dutyi inasnjMch 5^ they preyented h^ 

from filling those ^tuatioii^ in.. life whxcl) 

«be was ao well calculated :q fill with h9« 

noUr to herself, and benefit .to others. ,^ 

^^ I^oukl agree with y^m ink.q)iniQn,Y 

replied Ella, ** and sk:! ^cordiqgly, .vi^ 

my feelings of iaith&X teod^i?^!^ so vaoi^ 

bid, % to make me ^ad a. li£^^ o£ iedo^ 

sion, uselessness, and misery. But |(^ii^ 

notnso: though I have x^ nf^Tf^vn^ shall 

have children, ^t qaf^ip^^ qiyj^eis ai^llPI^ 

in endeavouring 10 benefit ibi^$j/ffi^t)pf^ 

, ; A Others. 
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Others. Though I have iio^htisibasa to 
tktim from me the duties <if atfe^tioiiy ' I 
have a sufl^ning' and i^kty par^My itii» 
whom ii is my pridle ami' niy p^lAMf^ 
also to perform alMhe Ikde e^Kt3e»^ virhichf 
her situadon i^equires; bM vfhMJ^h^ 
parent owns that I make her Impp^v '^b6^ 
dial! say that the m(feigeiic^<>f my h^)^* 
has tendernefss interferes with my duci^tt 
and what I owe to my fellow loreaturedf. 
Grudge me not then^ dearest mother^ as- 
imiist ever call you*, the dreatns^ that'll: 
pij me in my moments^of lek^reforlbe 
privations L endure*. True ibey ard but 
dre^ms-^yet vh^ are to me weltome and ^ 
sbothing^ the dis»it ray of his cottage 
hnip to thft lift^urer when be retursi 
tb his homej after the toil of the day ii 
Aver.** ' 

^EiMigh; >my chid/^ rtpUed Mn^^ 
Vtahief^-^^'and I iriB i!ii^ y6tt ott this ^obl 

r5>iiia About ^ 



'Abom$^^msmh;A^ ill^ meeting vitk- 
Mr; AUii^|ton and tki& .coMemibti ha4 
tnken plac^ Pb \mii; to aJtex^L^elki^ 
sIm^ m the town of If — n^, whick^ 
had beea i^ the habit; of fireqiwidng; 
s^ad seeing the newspaper Yfi^g oa Ae 
table, ^^ rUfdB just taking It up, vbtt 
th^ mifiiress of the 8b«f> rai^ to bcr, aai 
ttattthi^g it from h^ said> '^ The papes^ 
16 engaged, you eaii't have it;'? £Ua fee 
a^fK^mem tbeugfat'tbat ber adMrsitjr bail 
altered this woman^ roaooer toHraiKk beiv 
as abe had known bar in her fttoBfeikj: 
and bad thea treated bee witb duexcapeofed 
she was theiefore preparing la esEpreaabcr 
nidignant surprifse at^ tbisirudeiMfif^ iriMft 
bK)kiAg up, she sawi ber Hp.quiveiiiif 
witb emotion^ and ber. ejiesL^fiUcd witfa 
tears. Immediately a vague suspicion 
came acr«ps^ bei; mind :«r<-sbe. bad;, she 
waa sutie, no new calamity/ to hmr^TfrfilV 
baps then the paper contained jegiialaieiWi 

•^-and 



sml^ ^ I know yw hmJ a reason fop 
snatching that paper 'so rmiely iroxm 



ma'* 



^ Go4 Weo^ you! that I bad/* 

•* ]8ut give it laej thore ctUi be no bad 
new$ for q^ to h^r mw — atid if» as you 
haare scien, I cm suppoit mi$fQrtune, dor 
yo^ lUnk I caimpt euppoirt happiness, if 
^Qcii be really ia store for me ? " 

>^ I dofi*t kno<r what to^ do,*' replied 
tiie^good woman^ ^M saw when you 
C9fne jp» t)iat:you had not beard the news^ 
wnt tj W Ul'j i ^ feii d ta let pu see it all at 
ome, aaftlwfysay." 

•^^•Frajr gi^ Itnethe p^)er/* said EUa 
^tly<A a«Kl going inio the parlpur bebio4 
ti^ ^^. l^bct vfomw obeyed her, and 
SJlft. i«ad 2K^ foHowa:-^" We have th« 
*^ bAppi9«s9^ ifi^tmn out; readeyi.thata 
^^'g^Mtoman just ;i»tDiii«4 fxmx^ India saw 
.4i. •*a«d 
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" and spoke to, on the coi«t of Mate^^ 
*• bar, the gallant Colonel Vafie,' So l0li|^ 
** supposed dead/* 

" I am very faint,** said Ella, and M 
some minutes she laid her face on the 
kind woman's shoulder: ** I arri' betier 
now,** said she, •* but I will go home— 
I do not want to read any more, — 1 ktidw 
he is alive, and that*i enoifgh/* At tM* 
moment, while the wildness of her fooir 
and the odd sound of her voicef aUantted 
her humble friend for her reason, a* ^* 
lent burst of tears relieveij hef, ^a^'it^ 
stored her to herself. She nowtodS^ up Hie^ 
paper again, and saw that Colonel Va^ 
had been in prison, aye f hi thi^ prised 
of the Inquisition at Gok — thit be had 
suffered much from his wounds^ and vHiS 
scarcely recognisable. ••But he » srtiife 
again!** exclaimed Ella ; th^^cMitiad 
to read, she found he was well e&otttj 



sail for Eqglaodf imd was probably aU* 
r^y embark^# 

*^ Already embarked ! ai|d he is coming I 
and we shall see him ^gain !'' cried Ella* 
Then.anpt;her flood of tears came to her 
reliel, and in an hour's time she was able 
to compose herself sufficiently to return 
home to cop^municate the glad tidings 
which she had heard. But how should 
sls^^ef about it? there was the difficulty 
•*^a,nd while wondering what, to do, she 
fpond herself ji^ the presence of Mrs* 
y^e» . who^ seeing her coming, and no- 
ticing, h^r pirated air, came out to meet 
l\pr.\ V Whal ailsjpu, my child?*' cried 
4^:» ^f yPM looH I know not how*" 
j ,;*^ Dp I?*' she j-eplied with a sort of 
V]^afit smile ; then looking up in Mrs. 
Dane's, face, and throwing herself on her 
Afck» IG^e^t^urst into a violent convulsive 

iict* Gradoos Heaven !'* exclaimed Mrs* 

Yaae, 



Vane^:^Si5>>Jefr!jiie.4M^ bavi^.to fear, fi«, 

BUa, b9V# mercy tipoiiTtt^} aad let me not 
httft the^gooj of :seemg ym^ss i** 

£{Ua w»$ cc^tsdpus, thoiagh in djk b^ 
stat9 of *ii«rvt;^!iis trritaiioo ^ aaid making au 
g^cat effort Ae fakered oat* ^* He i^ alwe ! 
he IS wcll« be 19 commg to En^flafid ! '* 
• *^fiQt is this true? can it be? who 
says so ? is it in the papers^ and in wide 
letters?** 

** It is, — ^I saw it myself this moment'' 
Ami Bflrs. Vane feU' on her knees» aad 
joining her hands in prayer, murmuved 
out, ^' Father of mercies ! I thank tboe: 
but not for my sake do I r^osee, 1 did 
not deserve this blessing/* 

A cbaiae attd four new^<lfove up tc^llK 
door, and occaakmed tbem* $wfn$e^ mA 
perturbation. It could not^ be^hey kmn^ 
the object of tkek solicitude — and k^ 
two sitrangei!^, a lady and a^ g^mtlecoas, 

alighted. 



atfght^d; ait whkft ^^e%^«^ii^aiil^k«^y«^ 

toseeMfs^V^ne. Thmt^mmt^A»iMidk 
doubt ? then* m6d^ ^M^d^^ild^iix^iltaikM^ 
They were admitted ) and ^^oon^attbs^. 
sa^ bf the eMotioh" vi^fe^gir^ltnDfaoe&^f 
both hdies ihat^eg^#li4k«^%ju^k^M»fi^l 
they ^cwglft ^ cosif^iims Mttotiwi »uit 
the tna^ and tK^tetdi^^wae^DMadianQesdi 
tojrfnMs teaiBKfrffieii^ '^ ^ f : ? 

'' Mrs. V&ne,^ said CokfiA Kitm^; 
" I dared not come t%a!? yew, mot fliat; 
hdy, while I thought thst Vane had pe-* 
mhed ftxp Ma hatbanity'to toe, and tny 
pboi' Sdplria here conkl hardly vatue thft 
Rfe she had pwcfbased at ^ dear a ratej 
Bur now that we are both wild with joyr 
^ the new6 of hm being stili in existence 
and on bis way lo England^ ik% vaatnced: 
to shbw our faces to> you } and kere we* 
i*e, trtW tbbugh ^rangi'rs we hope to be^ 
dwysidefeda^ftiands*'*: ^ . 
^' « I must 



day,** said Ella} and she feU an uBde*«^ 
8CribtUft«eflip(Km.wbile sbe.^ant tbe ^d 
notice by .tW Ispmg/ toogue of the Ikt^ 

.The;Rirmcast9$d with l^i tiO tbe 
moon rose,, and tk^ left them» fpromisisig 
ta return when Colonel Ya^e should ar- 
rive.. When £Jo)ip&el Vane^ sh^d arriYe 1 
what sounds) what utioiiqpfc^ ^{Onndsi 
afid Elfei kept repeamg t^^m tiU !^ ^ 
txeed to cestitomn^av^ the blessed bf>per 
H To h^ar tl^ voice she fitai'd to hear iio:9)Qrei*^ 

The next day she would IMn h^yjegiv^i 
another holiday i but Mrs. Vane wia^y 
remarked, that asoccupatip^^jasahlt^ 
medieme foor schyow, so is itc &ir j^9.l>04 
serves to keep the spiiita ¥i whole^im 
bounds. Therefore £Ua kfpt.schpoli^ 
usual, and to prevent her bavipg aqyiHO;; 
necessary eniQtio% Mm< ¥$&^J^m .<fes 
Uttle Ella to a ftiendL^;;hcHWft; fftf fthftw 
^ / days, 
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dkpy as the tiglit of her ^vid^mljF ^giteted 
EllaV spirits. - 

Bigotry ^nd 8tiper8titk)tt1iafe desttoycfd^ 
s6 many live^ and- \vili, I feair,) destroy' 
80 many more, that one is pleased to fiacfi. 
them jM'esen^g due lifey^-^-^and that so va- 
liaWe a Hfe ias Colond Vane's. 

Mr. Vaheand his wife had both be^i^ 
cathdiics, t>iit had abjured that church be«^ 
fot^ they were united. Their daughter^* 
however^ having be^ educated secretly 
in that communion^ by a govetness, was 
allowed by her^ parents to worship as her 
edttvfctions dh-ected- On her death- 
bed she tied with her own hand round 
Cbibnd Van^^s tie^k a small gold cru<^ 
cifijc, tonjurirtg him to keep and wear it 
rfways? for 1i^ sake. Colonel Vane, who 
tenderly loved her^ obeyed her parting 
dedre^ apd continually wore what she 
Whsidered 'as ^holy ^ and hoped, perhaps^ 
'^oUld in' lime ihftuence the wearer, for 

:' the 
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tbe head qF the Saviour opeoed and con- 
tained a holy relic, — When Colonel Vaae 
vnA cut down before S^r^ngapatam, be 
struggled to recover hie feet spite of the 
terr3)le sabi^ twound on his head, \xX did 
not succeed, and he let! over a moupd ol* 
earth into an excavation beside it* Here- 
he remained unseen vvhite the field was 
searched ; but in ibe dead ot fi^ht a^ 
Portuguese missionary, and one of die^ 
most fenatical of \m tribe^ sallied fortli^ 
from the pious hop^ of administerix^ &^ 
ritual aid to some of the dying \rha migftir 
yet be sensible of the sacred rite; and his* 
ioot h8p^>ef>mg to stuint4e ovar the moimd 
of earth, he fett over k, and on the body 
of Colonel Vane. He immediately coo- 
jectured that he had fallen on* a corpse; 
but hearing a grpan, be knew his conjec- 
tures to l}e fafee ; and stooping to examine 
the wounded man, who was he saw by 
}m dress an English office of rank, he 

beheld 
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t 

beheld gUtteriog on hts bosom t^ hoty 
. cross^ which spoke, him, as hp ipis^gioed, 
a secret wcNrshipper accordbg to lide rites 
q{ his oira hoty religton : therpfore, to 
lireserve the life of a believer, and a be^ 
£e«er who was la circumstances to malEe 
.ynDseiyt^ became an act of tbet most 
j|MfSftiye duty* He accordiagly tried to 
.^a^l]di the aroyandoQ^xhe heibd ; and hav- 
ing fidr a degree succeeded, he contrived %o 
ucart^j aski to drag the iiasensible smSerer 
ifio.a but m nducb he inmself had passed 
. d^ie Higb^ i and as he was to sail the 
4iext )daf for Ooa, he hired a conveyance 
ibr ius pattieat to the coasts whom he 
ii]peslsed in the garb of an ecclesiastic ; and 
ioviiig jfieacjied the siKsre, be took him 
. wiaSi. him on hourd, as a. brother {ttiest 
tbhohad been woondedby asurdd^ battle 
beneath the walls of the city. In die 
' iixeaa whiie Cdotiel Vattaie^ sdU insensible, 
and not likely then,.if ever, to ^bfcdvef his 
.,. . ' recollection. 
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jecolkctioo, wasmcap^k of contradicting 
bis statetBiint. At length they r«ftched 
Croa, and the priest donveyed his patiett 
to his home, where by jin&iousr treat- 
ment be ajt length recovered his senses, 
and found himself to his otter surprise m 
a place and with a person whom bt had 
no knowledge of. As soon as the priest 
saw him move and heard him spe^ik^ he 
' crossed Inmself and held up the crucifix he* 
fore Colonel Vane ; but Colonel Van^ who 
' was not used to such cerenuNi^ took no 
notice of what- he said or did, but bc^^ 
to know, in English, where he was and 
what had happened to him. The missioti- 
ary repli^ in Partoguesfie, which Cote- 
' nel Vane understood sufficiently to kam 
that be was in Goa, and brought thkher 
by the priest whose care ^Ad/ feamd bb 
t:life* . . .-.•/:' .,1 .-^J 

r " But why did youAring fmecbithsrri*' 
' asked Colon^. Vane* :. **i ,= :; ; ,7ti i -la 

"That 



*• Tliat you imght iriliabita holy dry, 
nirhere the xxmb .hiSfi is established, and, 
:kavmg henedcs awhile, wardiip with your 
true brethren.** 

Amazement for a tin^ suspended the 

i^epiy of Colonel Vatie: 'at lengdibe an- 

'Sweredy **^ Surely you do not know that 

you are speaking to an English officer?** 

**^ To be sure I dd-i— but you may mist 

me; I will not betray you;— I know your 

secret— I know yoti are in your heart a 

good acholic, as ths holy cross, con- 

. taining this holy relic, worn next your 

. bosom, sufficiently testifies, and therefore 

I laboured to save your life, th;it you 

nnght Itire to convert others." 

Coloi^l Vane, Ul as he was, could 
fiercely help smiling at this mistake, 
tfioBgii he fdt that be owed his life to it : 
but he was too honourable, whatever 
ttrigbt be .tb^ risk ta bimaelfv to let hb 
preserver remain deceived ad^y k>nger : he 
;:. ; > *' therefore 



therefore asMied him lliat, dioogh no ca- 
tholic, he ute a chfli8tmn«'ind he cotild 
-VM h»ire preserved a nan who would be 
more wOUng to acknowledge and to prove 
'fttiB aense of the diligaticin. 

"No catholic i" repKed the pifert, 
^* then why do you wear this sacr^ qrm- 
bol?" 

^l hftd a caiholic dster, who on her 
' dekth4)6d tied it I'ooftd my neck, and I 
ba^ wdrn and kw^d it for her ^ekt.** 

I \i4tl abridge ^ niirratm as modi is 

possible, iTftd ' then^ns faas' over the 

^ prieit'^ ammpts tx> coirr^frt Cohmel Vane, 

whith woold he thongfat he of such use 

to the caiise of Catholicism, fay threats, 

I by ^oaxbyg, by^ard ussge, aiMi by kind- 

^-i^fite^efusingtoiethnn kiw thenea&s 

* df 'vfpfiiing ko dm ttottima^drir^b^diirf, 

' wh(^ would^ he knew, 'suppose faitti dead 

'dnd re^rr fakn as ^dbi to &igjand $ tiH 

^^t^h^ t^ii|i^i»'la^ die. cross, t^nch 

-^ J Colonel 



(Jolprtid Vwie dtchfj^^k%.p.ey^Y wojuld 
give bim^ thow^h \ie wpuld .when he 
i^eached England, or. any British ,dQini- 
nion^ remit him.a hundred tipies its. value, 
the fanatic, on his uttering some violent 
philippic against the Inquisition and its 
odious jurisdiction, informed against him ; 
and though scarcely able to move, he was 
soon lodged in one of the prisons of that 
^rmidable power at Goa. There he soon 
fell ill of a violent fever,, after he had 
suffered eight months of illness, weakness 
and anxiety, before he entered its bated 
^^alls ; and for many months he was at 
times deprived of his reason, which he 
at length recovered to find himself still in 
his sad and lonely prison, and to believe 
that a disorder on the lungs would soon 
;terminate his existence* In this deplorable 
state he prevailed on his jailer to give him 
;pen, ink, apd paper, and to carry a letter 
from him to the chief inquisitor, stating 
VOL. II. N . who 
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who he was, and begging that a letter 
from him might be forwarded to General 
Harris. To this letter he recaved no 
answer for many weeks. At length he 
v^as told that a letter had been dispatched 
Co General Harris, who had written back 
word that the person who called himself 
Colonel Vane must be an impostor, for 
that that lamented officer's body had been 
found, and interred with military honours. 
This overwhelming intelligence upset the 
as yet weak intellect of the sufferer ; for, as 
he saw no way of convincing any one that 
he was alive, he knew not how to liberate 
himself from the prison. He was besides 
threatened with being called before its hor- 
rid tribunal : sand it is no wonder therefore 
that he relapsed into fever and delirium. 
When he again recovered, the jailer was 
so moved with his sufierfngs, that he was 
prevailed upon to procure him the means 
of sending a letter kim^Jf to the airmy, 

to 



APPEARANCE IS AGAINST H£'R. 2G7 

to be given into the general's own band. 
Accordingly a swift-footed Indian was 
procured, and departed on his voyage 
and his journey. The letter succeeded : 
Colonel Vane's hand.writing was known, 
a soldier was sent to identify his per- 
son, and in due time he was cbmned 
by the British residait at Goa. But 
he was so weak, and so likely in his 
opinion to die« that he begged neither 
General Harris, nor the resident to whose 
house he was now removed, would trans- 
mit to England an account of his being 
aKve^ as he felt that it was better for those 
who loved him to suppose him dead at 
his post, than to fancy him lingering in a 
psdnful illness which might be followed 
by a lingering death. And it was long, 
ivery long, and the third year of his 
-absence from England had commenced, 
fere he thought himself sufficiently sure 
xif life to allow bis escape to be made 
N 2 known 
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known in England ; and having borrowed 
the money necessary for his passage and 
subsistence, he sailed by the first ship 
that went after the vessel which contained 
the gentleman who had seen and spoken 
indth him. 

At length Colonel Vane reached En- 
gland^ whence he had received no letters 
since he left it. The ship was lost that 
conveyed Ella's letter, and the letters 
Ivere lost which told of his mother's 
change of fortune. He drove imme- 
/diately to what he imagined the house of 
his banker: but strangers inhabited itj 
and he could only learn from one of the 
new firm that Messrs. — — had failed, 
and iiad not paid half-a*crown in the 
pound. He also sdded that Mrs. Vane 
lived at such a place, and that she and a 
Miss Aubrey kept school together. Co- 
lonel Vane then desired the post-boy to 
drive him to the inn directly, where he 

ordered 
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ordered a chaise and four horses, resolving 
to proceed with all possible expedition to- 
his mother's abode, " She shall not 
keep school two days longer, I am re- 
solved,** said he, " and Miss Aubrey shall' 
have it all to herself/*' While waiting to* 
pay the ostler, and as the horses were- 
ready to start. Captain Clinton, only just 
arrived himself from Guernsey, appeared^ 
at the door of the chaise, having only that 
moment heard the news of Colonel Vane*s 
restoration from the grave. Biit he was- 
so altered that Clinton did not know him- 
when he first spoke, and' when he did^ 
he could hardly articulate the joy he felt 
at seeing him. " I am now setting ofF- 

for T ,** said Colonel' Vane: then, 

with some confusion, he added, ** Pray,::, 
Miss Mordaunt — " 

** Is," interrupted Clinton, ** Miss Mor- 
daunt no longer^.as you have, I suppose, 
heard before this time. — Well, you are ^ 

lucky 



270 APPBAiANCE IS AOAINST HER. 

lucky fellow, Vane. But go; let me not 
detain you ; I will see you soon." Aad 
Colonel Vane's post-boy drove oflF, while 
he remained wretched, unquiet, suspicious, 
and surprised. — Miss Mordaunt was Miss 
Mordaunt no longer; she was married 
then, and yet he was styled a lucky fellow ! 
No doubt, therefore, she had turned 
out ill; and his misgivings were just. 
No wonder ; for was she not the friend 
of Lady Harriet Bentham ? And these re- 
flections very much damped the joy which 
be felt at the idea of seeing bis mother, 
and rescuing ber from Jier present situa-- 
tion. He bad the precaution not to 
drive to the door, lest he should overset 
Mrs. Vane by coming abruptly; but, 
he went up to it on foot, and gave a 
gentle knock : — he then put a little note 
into the hand of the servant, and told her 
to give it to ]V!l[rs. Vane ; it was to say 
that Colonel Vane was very aear. Mr^ 

Vane 
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Vane was alone; for Ella was in tbe 
school. She read the note, and instantly 
recognised the hand-writing. *^ Where's 
the gentleman?" she exclaimed; and ia 
another moment she was folded in the 
arms of her son, 

'* My poor Edmund ! " she exclaimed 

almost hysterically, ' *^ how you are aU 

tered I I should not have known you, 

my child : but I am altered too, — and 

you shall find I can at last be a mother V* 

This effusion of tenderness tvhere he so 

little expected it, was a cordial indeed to 

the drooping spirits of Colonel Vane, and 

after some little time he said, " But who 

is the Mis§ Aubrey who lives with you ?'* 

*^ An angel," she replied : " she has 

nursed me, waited on rae, and made me 

the sharer of her fortune while she had 

fortune to bestow ; and when, like me, she 

became deprived of all,. ' of every stay 

save innocence and heaven,' she united 

her 
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her poverty to mine, and laboured cheer- 
fully to procure comfort for me^* 

" Generous woman ! how 1 shall ad- 
mire her!** 

** Nay, more j — you must love her, 
Vane: she is young, beautiful, and ac- 
complished ! and the only woman I ever 
thought worthy to be the wife of my son. 
Vane, you must iharry her/* 

^* Never : any thing else, dear madam, 
for indeed I have not a heart to bestow.. 
Like you, )T)ur son can know no second 
love, and, — ^but I beg you will allow me 
to drop the subject," 

*' At present I will,'* said Mrs. Vane, 
** but it must be resumed : — and now let 
me present you to Miss Aubrey," So 
saying, she led the way to the school- 
room, the door of which was open, and 
Ella sat with her back to it, busily em- 
ployed in teaching a little girl her lesson. 
Mrs, Vane gave the children a sign not 

to 
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to notice their approach, and Colonel Vane 
heard the voice of Ella as she asked the 
child questions, and corrected its mistakes. 
** There never was but one voice like 
that," thought Colonel Vane, and his 
heart beat tumultuously : — but could it 
be ? — was it possible ? But then the form 
too, — the dark and glossy hair, the back 
of the neck ! Just then Ella turned her 
head round, and, uttering a scream of 
joy and surprise, flew into the extended 
arms of Colonel Vane, who led or rather v* 
bore her. into an adjoining apartment. 

*' How couUi you surprise me so, my 
dear, madam ?*' said Ella as she withdrew 
herself, .blushing and trembling, from Co* - 
lonel »Vane's support. 

" Lhad my reasons,'! replied Mrs. Vane. 

*' But how could you know me so m- 
stantly?" said Colonel Vane; "for I 
am so altered, that even Clinton hesitated 
to speak to me.'.' 
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** I should have known you any where,^ 
replied Ella tenderly and earnestly, but 
blushing afterwards su: her own vehe- 
mence. 

If ever 'ftian was happy, it was, at this 
moment. Colonel Vane. Ella had not 
justified herself; yet he felt her to be so; 
•—he found her the nurse, the friend, the 
Supporter, the consolation, the idol, the 
pride of his mother ; a»d though little 
inclined to vanity, he could net help 
flattering himself that it was a little for 
the son's sake that she had done so much 
for the mother. " But th^i he was sup- 
posed dead/'— True ;— -and it was then 
k>ve for hu memory that had perpetuated 
her services to Mrs. Vane, and that was a 
purer, a sweeter consciousness still; — ^and 
for two days, every look, every word of 
Colonel Vane's convinced both his mother 
and Ella that he was about tt> request 
from her a renewal of that eB®agemeot 

which 
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which she, in a moraeat <bf aogeu/had 
dissolved. On the nioraing df the third 
day, being alone with Elhi who had pre- 
vailed on Mrs. Vane to assist her in the 
execution of a scheme which she had 
planned, he was just about to open his 
heart to her, when the licde Ella, just re* 
turned from her visit, baked into the 
room, and, running up to Ella, jumpe'd on 
her lap, caUing her her dear dear mamma ! 
—The sight of a ghost would have less ap- 
palled Colonel Vane; while EUa, whosaw 
his con^ernation, said, " There, my dear, 
go and ask that gentleman how he does." 
** How do you do, sir ? '* cried the 
obedient child, turning on him Ella's own 
blue eyes and long eyelashes. " How 
do you do, sir?'^ the child repeated^ a$ 
Colonel Vane did not answer, 
; ** How do you do, little dear, bow do 
you do?" he answered at length in a 

.; « Shall 
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" Shall I kiss you ?** she said, putting 
up her mouth to him ; when Ella, see- 
ing his almost ludicrous agony, told the 
child to go and speak to her grancU 
fnafnma» 

** Mamma i and grandmamma^ and 
Ella's own eyes and eyelashes! Alas!** 
thought he, *' I fancied all my suspicions 
vanished, all my fears removed! But 
suspicion once excited is like the heads of 
the Hydra, and cut them off ever so often 
they spring up again." However, he fek 
diat the moment was arrived when he 
might and ought to interrogate Ella on 
the subject of this child : and as soon as 
she was gone, he seated himself by her, 
and begged her to explain the as yet in- 
explicable mystery which involved that 
child, and the circumstances related to it. 
It was not possible for her to paake the dis- 
closure herself; and Ella, not without great 
emotion, replied, "Yes, Colonel Vane, 

it 
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k is now indeed time that every mystery 
should be cleared up to you, and every 
secret revealed j but as I cannot under- 
take the task, your mother wilL Go to^ 
her, therefore, this moment/' said she, 
bursting into tears, " and I conjure you^ 
ardently and solemnly to look upon that 
child with kindness, arid not to execrate 
her unhappy mother ! " Then, hastening 
from the room^ and not at all aware of the 
equivocal sense of her words, she left 
Col6nel Vane more bewildered, more 
wretched, more suspicious than before.*— 
^* Not quite to execrate the mother! 
tVhy, who is the mother? Gracious 

God I can it inded be that Pity and 

forgive, 1 may do ; but as to marriage — **^ 
He then went in search of his mother ; and 
as he entered her apartment, he saw Ella 
with hier handkerchief at her eyes go out 
at . an opposite • dodr. " Whence but 
from one distracting cause/' thought Co« 

lonr"" 



278 APPEARANCE IS ACAIHST fiEfe; 

lonel Vane, *' can this strong emotion 
proceed ?" and with a heart more op- 
pressed than it had ever been, he took a 
chair, and begged hk mother to disclose 
to him the mysterious secret. 

*' First, let me put a few questions to 
you,** she replied. '* You know what 
Miss Aubrey has been to me, Edmund, — 
friend, comforter, supporter, child: — 
therefore you must suppose that I wish 
her to fkid the reward of her many virtues 
in being the wife of my son, for whom 
she has preserved an unshaken attach- 
ment.** 

'* And if,** replied Colonel Vane, at 
fected axld pleased ^t this last assurance^ 
** and if to her oth^r virtues Miss Aubrey 
adds the indispensable virtue of chastity^ 
that balm which can alon^ preserve the 
others from decay, I wilhtmxxy her; fcr 
I love her passionately, and aever nevex^ 
ca£i hi happy Svitbo.ut hery thoiigh, wbtf^ 
^ - , I have 
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I have a doubt of her honour, I never 
could be happy with her." 

** What! could you not be prevailed 
on to forgive one devbtion ; a fault ex- 
cused by youth and extenuating circum*- 
stances, and atoned for by a multitude of 
virtues and tears of incessant penitence ?'* *^ 

*^ Madam, madam, what do I hear ? 
my mother pleading to her son to forgive 
in his intended wife a lapse from virtue ? 
Penitence is a fine thing, to be sure ; but 
I can't say but I admire much more 
those who have no need of penitence^ 
But all this is trifling : — to come to the 
point at once, who is that child ?" 

'^ She is the child of guilt and sf^me, 
and her poor mother's fondest hope — ^ 

** Oh! this is too much to bear! 
Madam, if Miss Aubrey, in early youth, 
contracted an imprudent or even dis^ 
graceful marriage, and that child be tba 
fruit of it, 1, will fojrgive and marry her^. 

bu^ 
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but never, never, though my health, 
broken it is, should sink under the ne- 
cessity of an eternal renunciation of her j 
never will I marry a woman, whose virtue 
' having been once forfeited I shall al- 
ways think liable to be forfeited again, 
and who also, in my eyes, has lost the 
brightest and most necessary charm of 
woman!" 

. . '* And this is your fixed, your final re- 
solution? Then, poor Miss Aubrey!'* 
exclaimed Mrs, Vane ironically ; for she 
knew how happy this delicate and .wise 
decision in her eyes would render Ella, 
who wished her lover, when put to the 
trial,, should love her better than any- 
thing but honour and virtue. — Colonel 
Vane, however, mistook his mother's 
words, and indeed she. wished him to do 
so, knowing that in proportion to his pre- 
vious despair would be his, joy on being 
imdeceiv^. ^* Here, Edmund ! " she con- 
tinued. 
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tinued, ** here is the narrative which you' 
require/* giving him the manuscript in 
form of a letter which Ella had addressed 
to her, " and read it, read it here in 
my presence. The first part it is un- 
necessary for you to read now, as it con- 
tains what you know already. You had 
therefore better begin at * When I was 
in London I received a letter — ^ " 

Colonel Vane, though wishing to read 
the matiuscript alone> consented to his 
mother's wishes, and also began where 
she directed him. It was with triumph of 
the most delightful nature that Mrs. Vane 
read on the expressive countenance of her 
son the gradual revival of his hopes and 
confidence in Ella, as he advanced in the 
narrative ; while, forgetting she was pre- 
sent, he gave way in sudden exclamations 
to his feelings as they rose, and he never 
laid the manuscript down till he had read 
to the end of Mrs. Montgomerie*s dying 

wishes^ 
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wishes, and request to Ella. When he had- 
read thus far, and remembered the scene 
at the cottage, he started from his seat, 
and was rushing out of the roora^ but his 
mother stopped him : " Where are you 
going?'* said she. 

" In search of her — of Ella — ^to hum- 
ble myself before her— to fall at her 
feet/' 

" But. you will not find her:— aware 
of what your feelings would be> Ella went 
cut ; so sit down and read on." But un- 
able any longer to bear a witness of his 
mingled and overpowering feelings, he 
left the room, and retired to finish the 
manuscript in his own apartment, 

I shall not attempt to describe the meet- 
ing between him and Ella after her return 
from, her walk: and the happiness of 
Ella and Colonel Vane was soon increased 
by a visit from Colonel Rivers and hi? 
amiable wife ; and while the latter with 

tearful 
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tearful eyes contemplated the ravages 
which harsh treatment and illness had 
made in Colonel Vane, " all of which," 
she mournfully said, " he encountered for 
my sake,*' he could not help surveying 
her with very different feelings ; and as 
he beheld her restored colour and her 
now round and healthy form, he earnestly 
exclaimed, " To see you at all, but cer- 
tainly to see you thus, is a very ample 
reward for all my sufferings." 

** But you deserve a greater still,*' she 
replied, " and O that I, who was the 
cause of separating you so long, might 
have the happiness of witnessing your 
union for life! I assure you. Rivers and 
I came on purpose ; and we will not de- 
part till we have had a wedding.** 

Their wishes were granted ; a draught 
of a marriage settlement, to be finished at 
a future day, was drawn up, and before 
Colonel Rivers and his wife- departed they 

' had 
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had the satisfaction of witnessbg the 
union of Ella and Colonel Vane. Soon 
after, the man who had deprived Ella of 
her estates died, and his son fell a victim 
to intemperance. Consequently Ella, as 
he died without children, again becanie 
possessor of Bower Wood and Briardale. 
And as I cannot believe that any woman^ 
or any man^ who has been the object of 
unjust calumny and slanderous accusa* 
tiorij would not willingly be enabled to 
clear their fame fronfi the least shadow of 
suspicion in this world, rather thaji wait 
till that awful hour ** when the secrets 
of all hearts shall be laid open,'* I must 
think that Ella and Colonel Vane both 
derived some satisfaction from the entire 
removal of every shade from her charac- 
ter, which took place soon after their 
niarriage. 

Captain Montgomerie when stationed 
off Jersey, where his wife's friend Mrs. 

Benwell 
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Benwell resided, had frequently visited 
that lady, arid, spite of himself, was struck 
with the confusion and embarrassment 
which she displayed when he was ques- 
tioning her relative to Mrs. Montgomerie's 
last illness. — Still, though he feared he 
knew not what, he forbore further inter- 
rogatories, as if from the dread of learn- 
ing by cross-examination something that 
might distress him. Not long after one 
of these conversations Mrs. Benwell was 
seized with a mortal malady; and on her 
death-bed she declared that she should 
not die easy without disburthening her 
mind of the load of deception towards 
Captain Montgomerie which weighed 
heavily upon it. Accordingly that gen- 
tleman was sent for, and she unfolded to 
his almost phrensied view, a scene of 
guilt of which he had not the remotest 
idea. He found that before she married 
him his wife had had a secret intrigue, of 

which 
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which Mrs. Benwell, then her governess, 
had been the con6dante; and he also 
heard, that the child whom Ella had so 
eagerly sought to conceal from his sight, 
and had thereby called forth in him su- 
spicions of her own guilt, was the inno- 
cent offspring of the guilt of that woman, 
.whose conduct and manners he had been 
as it were reproaching, her for not imi- 
tating ! Now all her emotions were ac- 
counted for J now her generous silence, 
even at a certain risk to herself, was ex- 
plained to her everlasting honour I — At 
first he nearly sunk under the blow, and 
felt that his sufferings on the loss of his 
wife, were nothing ia comparison of what 
he now endured. — 'Twas sweet, 'twas 
soothing, to weep for her while he ima- 
gined her virtuous; — 'ti«fas tritta-, 'twas 
maddening, to mourn over her as vicious, 
and as the victim of vice !— " However," 
said he to himself, /^ I will hay^ the satis- 
faction 
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faction of revenge ! — And as soon as he 
could set sail for England he did, in pur- 
suit of his treacherous friend and of his 
wife's seducer.— -He found him at last at 
Cheltenham, and sent him a challenge ; 
but instead of meeting him, he sent him a 
reply importing that he would not fight 
him, and left the place. . But Captain 
Montgomerie pursued and traced him to 

W-^ 5 having first written a letter to 

Ella expressive of her great merit, and his 
<ieep sense of it. The day after he reached 

W , being resolved to force Mr. 

Baddeley into the field, he loaded his 
pistols and went in search of him. — ^He 
found him in a coffee-house surrounded 
by gentlemen. Nor, had he been less 
angry, could he have beheld without hor- 
ror, not unmixed with pity, the ravages 
which vice and intemperance had mskle 
in the once handsome and admired Badde- 
ley J the man whom the woman he adored 

had 
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had preferred to him } the man who had 
destroyed her virtue first, and ultimately 
been the means of hastening her to the 
tomb! Captain Montgomeri^ gazed on 
him for a few moments unseal by him, 
and with a look of such agony as occa^ 
sioned a tnotion of surprise in the by- 
standers to whom Baddeley was speaking, 
which occasioned the latter to turn round ; 
and as h^ did so, his eyes rested on Czp* 
tain Montgomerie. — He started, staggere4 
to a chair, and hid his face with his hands. 

*' Mr. Baddeley, sir," said Captain 
Montgomerie in a voice almost inarticu- 
late with emotion, " I wish to have a pri- 
:Vate conversation with you." 

" Sir, I deny it." 

*^ Sir, I will force you to gwrnt^^it." 

At length, after a pause, Bad^ey start- 
€d up and exclaimed^ ^' Well, if it must be 
«o, it must : but before I die I will do an 
act of justice ; I will clear the reputation 

of 
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of a most innocent aiui injured woman,— 
Take notice^ all who are here present, that 
1, John Badddey, most solemnly declare, 
having the fear of death before my eyes> 
that I am the father of the child now un- 
der the care of Mrs. Vane, late Ella Mof- 
<kupt, alias Aubrey ; and that Mrs. Mont- 
gomerie, her cousin, was the mother of it." 

*' Villain ! '* exclaimed Mcmtgomerie, 
' ** and do you boast of your wickedaessr* 
. —and was approaching him, but was 
lield back. 

*' No : — ^I say this only to do justice 
to an aspersed and exemplary woman ;t^ 
for that-^^:gentleman would not do it to 
€kreen the fame of his wife. — The un- 
happy Lucy summoned, I find, to her 
death-bed this lady, her first cousin, and 
there bequeathed to her protection and 
her silence the fruit of our guilt. — How 
nobly she kept the secret so trusted, how 
kindly she has watcTied oVerthe pledge so 

voLn ir, o bequeathed, 
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bequeathed, even at certain risks and nu« 
sery to herself, I call on you present, in- 
habitants of W , to testify to and ad* 

mire ! — And now. Captain Montgonerie, 
I am at your senrice/* 

Bat what Baddeley hoped would bap- 
pen, while he said that, did happen, and 
immediately :— -some one had stolen out 
and givw information to the m^^trates 
that a duel was likely to take place ; and 
both genilemen as they were leaving* the 
city were put un4er arrest : while Mont* 
gomerie, disappointed of his vongeance, 
which this wild and wanton exposure of 1^ 
wife's Jnfamy had madetim nipre gr^y 
of than ever, was taken to Bower Wood 
by Colonel Vane, who happened tOx be 
passing through the town.-!-Bat Mont- 
gomerie was spared the guilt of taking 
justice into his own hands : for the wretch* 
ed Baddeley a day or two after drank 
himself at a tavern into an apoplexy of 

intoxication. 
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intoxication, from which he never reco- 
vered; — and the wise and pious reason- 
ing of Ella and her husband at length re- 
stored Mbntgomerie to his proper tone of 
feeling and of acting. But be could not 
bear to see the litde Ella ; and happily for 
herself, considering the circumstances of 
her birth, the child, having inherited thb 
consumptive tendency of her mother, fell 
into a rapid decHne, after an ^iiptive fever, 
which carried her c^ in a few days ; nor 
could Ella, though she tenderly loved 
her, looL on her death, in her situation, as 
otherwise than a blessing. 

It was agreed when they married, that 
Ella and Colonel Vane, whom ill health 
obliged to quit the army, should reside 
sometimes on his estate and sometimes on 
EHa's, and Mrs. Vane in a house in Colo- 
nel Vane's Park; as ^e persisted, per- 
haps wisely, in refusing their earnest en* 
treaties that she should reside with them, 
o 2 " Listen 
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" Listen to ifie," said Ella to Iwi hus- 
band soon afto? they weria iinited-*-^*' I 
protest dgidnst residing m ILxMdcm,; or to ; 
staying company in the housc^ except iH>e . 
men and tjheir \eiV6S) for fear of rdapst^ ;. 
for I am weQ convinced that j^kmsy asd' 
svispteien, though like a t^d^icy tacer**! 
tsdn dhorders they may be kept ankter' 
with care and; attention tb a^ioid tbe-f^wl 
that cafts them forth, am aewr t« be 
wholly eridi^ated; aiiid m^ break fttftht/ 
from the sfightest anrf most 
catis^s**' 

** This is very sew?re, ai£(l mw \ 
7v^fiusl fills,** ssSd CdJonel Vtttife. 

^* ISJot at aft: — and hot^fcan ybucon.' 
s\^er k as such, when y^m, m spite of aft 
my seclusion und^r the eye of y^ttt ma- 
ther, and the innocent activity <i^ my life 
during your absehci, couM agafei beUeve, 
against all possibiRty, that! was Aifr d«)E- 
ther of the poor tittle EUa ? Can you^ rftei? 

thisy 
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see cause for j^tdousy in any warmly ex*. 
pressad Jcsidbi^s to\M9ifd$r aa agreeable. 

f«f But yxm weidd mew. nioiibinf,'. you^ 
kni9^;-aBd.c<maciMed.«^f tb^> I s^uld: 
ittM^^u^ect V'^-^besid^^ yaur maanersrar^ 
aktrad.'* 

> ^Jafm, sa/they ai^ and I hq)e wUlt 
cxmtbmio to be so . : bijit who that b^ oq^ e- 
eorad^ c^be au^ of itevcar.eap&gaga^ 
aiid tb&oairf scfiiitity is aroidi^g tomp^^ 
tiofi'.^^Foc youv and you akuie, I am .cchv-. 
tMi^dlxi live; yomalons I wiah to{>i€a6e.c 
-*«yoa: aBiBf occasioiutlly efit^ the g^y 
worid^ for I. am not jealous ; and / eaa. 
rely on your affection and honour : but I 
will remain in retirement^ which the habit 
of occupaticMi will always render pleasing . 
to me ; and I wll consider the pain I in- 
flict on myself, of occasional separation 
from you, a^ a just punishment for that 

presumption 



294 APPEARANCS 18 AGAiMST H£R«r 

presumption which made me, because I 
was conscious of my innocence, dare to 
set appearances and the restraints of de» 
corum at defiance. I know my manner 
vras too famMiar, too invking ; I know 
that it provoked and tolerated from your 
sex too much familiarity ; and that, but 
for my manners, neither the writer x>f the 
letters, nor youy coidd e?er have admitted 
^ suspicion of my guilt. Contiaced of 
this, I have always inculcated on those un- 
der my care, wbat has been the result (£ 
my own painful experience,, diat the wo* 
man violates her duty both to society and 
herself, who gives any one reaacm tt» say^ 
or even to insinuate, that appearance is 

AGAINfiT HER. 
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